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required to adjust its administration and
routine to produce a similar daily balance
for completing co-ordination with the
industry.

It has been found in metropolitan abat-
toirs of other capital cities in Australia
that this brings about considerable re-
sponsibilities, and as an assistance in this
administration, boards have been estab-
lished. The Bill now under considera-
tion proposes to establish a board In this
State in respect of the abattoirs and sale-
yards at Midland Junction. Instead of
being under the Controller of Abattoirs.
they will be controlled by a board. It will
be known as the Midland Junction Abat-
toir Board. The present Controller will,
In respect to the Midland Junction abat-
toirs, be the general manager, and will be
the chief executive officer of the board;,
Although this Bill changes his designa-
tion in regard to the management of the
abattoirs at Midland Junction, he will
still be the Controller as regards Kalgoor-
lie and all other abattoirs coming under
the Abattoir Act.

The Bill provides for a f und to be
known as the "Midland Junction Abattoir
Fund." It sets out how this fund may be
augmented, but should the board at any
time be unable to meet its commitments.
an advance will be made by the
Treasurer. This money will be advanced
at interest, but the principal will be a
first charge upon the fund. If the board
has sufficient funds at Its disposal, It can
invest them in a manner approved by the
Minister.

The board, which this B3i proposes, will
be appointed by the Governor and will
consist of three members. One will be a
chartered accountant who will also repre-
sent the consumers of meat; one will rep-
resent the butchers, and the other will
look after the interests of the producers.
One of these members will be the chair-
man of the board and he will be appointed
to that office by the Governor. Each mem-
ber will be appointed for a period of five
years, and at the end of that period, will
be available or eligible for reappointment.

Provision is made for the Governor to
appoint deputies, and when a member is
absent through incapacity or some other
reason, a deputy representing the same
interests can take his place with similar
powers. No remuneration is laid down
under the Bill, but provision is made for
each member or his deputy to be paid an
amount to be determined by the Governor.

The position is the same as regards
leave of absence. Each member of the
board will have one vote, and at a fully
attended meeting a majority decision will
prevail. Two members are sufficient to
form a quorum, but should a difference
of opinion arise, the matter in question
will be postponed until the three mem-
bers are present.

While certain powers involving finance for
the purchase of land, plant or equipment
and the erection of buildings are given
to the board, it must have the approval
of the Minister if the amount exceeds
£1,000. The board comprises a few mem-
bers only, and this will ensure that com-
petent men will be found and any sugges-
tion of unwieldiness obviated. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Hon. E. M, Davies, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECAL.

THE IWQSTER FOR TRANSPORT
(Hon. C. H. Simpson-Midland): I
move-

That the House at Its rising ad
journ till 2 p.m. today.

Question Put and passed.
House adjourned at 12.53 am. (Friday).-
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The SPEAJKER took the chair at 2 p.m.,
and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

COAL.
(a) As to Price Increases.

Mr. MAY aked the Minister represen-
Ing the Minister for Mines:

(1) Is It a fact that the price of Collie
coal was increased by 28s. 2d. per ton,
due to the reduced output as a result
of the metal trades strike?

(2> is it true that since normal output
has been resumed a reduction of only
9s. 61d. per ton has been made?

(3) Will he say whether It is the In-
tention to reduce'the price of Collie coal,
so as to bring it to the price obtaining
pior to the metal trades strike?

(4> If the answer to (3) is in the
affirmative, when will the reduction be
made?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING re-
plied:

(1) The question presumably relates to
coal supplied by Amalgamated Collieries
to private consumers. The price was
increased by order of the Commonwealth
Coal Commissioner during the metal
trades strike by 27s. 44. per ton and 10d.
per ton on account of basic wage In-
creases.

(2) Yes, for the coal referred to.
(3> This Is a matter for the Common-

wealth Coal Commissioner.
(4) Answered by No. (3).

(b) As to Government Assistance and
Prices.

Mr. KELLY asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Mines:

(1) What assistance has the Govern-
ment extended to-

(a) Amalgamated Collieries;
(b) Griffin Mine;
(c) Centaur Mine?

(2) What price do these three com-
panies receive for coal-

(a) from Government;
(b) general sales?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING re-
plied:
(1) (a) £90,000 by way of a bank guaran-

tee and £460,401 in the form of
advances secured by hire pur-
chase agreements.

(b) and (c) The Griffin Coal Mining
Company Ltd. operates several
mines, Including the Centaur,
and the collective assistance Is
£430,000 by way of a bank guar-
antee.

(2) (a) Prices per ton as at 10th Decem-
ber. 1952:-Amalgamated Col-
lieries, £2 isa. 6d. (price is tenta-
tive and subject to adjustment);
Griffin Mines (including Cen-
taur), £3 16s. 5d.

(b) Amalgamated Collieries. £3 15s.
Ild.; Griffin Mines, £3 16s. 5d.

ELECTORAL.
As to District Enrolments.

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Attorney Gen-
eral:

(1) What were the enrolments for each
of the electoral districts respectively at
the last State general election?

(2) What are the enrolments for each
district at the present time?

(3) Is it a fact that the Electoral De-
partment will not supply the figures re-
quested in (2) to a member of Parlia-
ment other than in respect of his own
district?

(4) If so, why?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
(1) Details of the enrolment for each

electoral district appear in the statistics
printed after the last general election,
a copy of which was sent to each mem-
ber of the Legislative Assembly, and a
copy of which is available in the House.

(2), (3> and (4) Electoral rolls are kept
by the Registras many of whom are
resident in the country districts and the
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figures are not available to the Chief
Electoral Officer. To obtain this informa-
tion would require considerable work and
expense.

ONIONS.
As to Prices and Prosecutions.

Mr. LAWRENCE asked the Attorney
General:*

(1) Who fixes the sale price of locally
grown onions?

(2) What Is the present retail price per
pound of locally grown onions?

(3) Who fixes the price of Imported
onions?

(4) What is the present retail price per
pound of imported onions?

(5) Have there been any prosecutions
by the Price Fixing Commission In the
past 12 months against retailers for over-
charging in the sale of onions?

(6) If there have been any prosecutions,
will he state the number of prosecutions?

The ATT'ORNEY GENERAL replied:
(1) The Prices Control Commissioner.
(2) The maximum price of new season's

brown onions is D61. per lb.
(3) The Prices Control Commissioner.
(4) The maximum price was fixed at

71d. per lb.
(5) Yes.
(6) For period 12 months ended 30th

November, 1952-

Prosecutions paenn

Total prosecutions ... 18

BUS SERVICES.
As to Zoning and Purchase of Vehicles.
Mr. J. HEGNEY asked the Minister

representing the Minister for Transport:
I refer to the statement appearing in

"The West Australian" newspaper On the
5th December, 1952, under the heading,
"Bus zoning plan will be started."

(1) Will he inform the House whether,
in the terms of the changeover from the
North Beach Bus Co. Pty. Ltd. to the
Tramway Department, the Tramway De-
partment will have to purchase a number
of buses from the company?

(2) How many buses are to be acquired?
(3) What amount will be paid to the

company?
(4) Is the amount to cover the cost of

buses acquired only or is payment to be
paid for goodwill or any other considera-
tion?

(5) Is it a fact that the Tramway
Department have a surplus of buses avail-
able during peak hours and consequently

it would not be necessary to acquire more
buses on taking over the Bedford Park,
Morley Park services?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied:

(1) Yes.
(2) Six.
(3) £25,000.
(4) The purchase price includes buses

and accessories at valuation plus assessed
consideration for losses of profits and trad-
ing rights for unexpired portion of the
franchise term, iLe., four years.

(5) It is considered that buses must be
maintained in reserve to cover various
emergencies, and the number available is
not considered too high.

SEWERAGE.
(a) As to Extension to East Victoria Park

and Rivervale.
Mr. J. HEGNEY asked thle Minister for

Works:
(1) Has provision been made in the

Loan Estimates to extend the sewerage
system to. East Victoria Park and River-
Vale?

(2) If so, what amount is to be spent?
(3) If no funds are appropriated for

this work, will he give the reasons why?
The MINISTER replied:
(1) Provision has been made in the

current Loan Estimates for sewering the
Carlisle area of East Victoria Park.

No Provision has been made for sewer-
Ing Rivervale.

(2) £50,000 for Carlisle.
(3) Rivervale sewerage involves the con-

struction of a long and expensive main
sewer before the sewering of Rivervale can
be undertaken, and further consideration
will be given to the project when reviewing
the sewerage work for the next financial
year.
(b) As to Extension to North Ingleoodc.

Mr. QLDF ELD) asked the Minister for
Works:

When is it expected that extensions to
the sewerage system will be made in the
Normanby-st. area of North Inglewood?

The MINISTER replied:
The matter will receive consideration,

with other areas, when the Estimates for
1953-54 are being prepared.

(c) As to Schteme for East Maulands.
Mr. OLDFIELD asked the Minister for

Works:
When is it expected to implement the

sewerage scheme for the East Maylands
area?

The PMNITER replied:
As in the case of Many similar exten-

sions, a decision will need to await the
preparation of the 1953-54 Estimates.
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WORKERS' COMPENSATION.
(a) As to Provision /or Hospital Charges.

Mr. STYANTS asked the Attorney Gen-
eral:

(1) Is he aware that under the Com-
monwealth Hospitals Benefit Act, 1951, an
alteration has been made In the contribu-
tion towards the costs of hospitalisation
for injured workers coming within the
Provisions of the Workers' Compensation
Act?

(2) That this alteration will consider-
ably reduce the amount received by injured
workers for hospitalisation costs?

(3) As the payments under the pro-
visions of the Workers' Compensation Act
are assessed upon the assumption that an
amount of 8s. Per day will be provided
under the Commonwealth Hospital Bene-
fits Act, will he give an assurance that
the extent to which this payment falls
short of 8s. for every day in hospital will
be made up under the Workers' Com-
pensation Act by regulation or otherwise?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) It will reduce the amount of Com-

monwealth Hospital Benefits to some ex-
tent.

(3) This matter will be reviewed by the
Workers' Compensation Board this week.

(b') As to Liability of Patients.
Mr. W. HEGNEY asked the Minister for

Health:
(1) What amount per day Is at present

allowed by Workers' Compensation Board
to injured workers for hospital mainten-
ance in Government hospitals in country
and metropolitan districts respectively?

(2) is it a fact that under the Hospitals
Benefits Fund of W.A. no benefit is pay-
able to contributors of the Fund whilst
they are in hospital, if their disability is
covered by the Workers' Compensation
Act?

(3) What are the details of the limita-
tion and the formula applied under the
Commonwealth Health Scheme regula-
tion for determining the number of days
for which 8s. per day will be paid by the
Commonwealth under its Health Scheme
or Social Services?

(4) Is he aware that injured workers
occupying beds in Government hospitals
and receiving workers' compensation are
obliged to be personally liable for certain
balances of hospital expenses?

(5) Will consideration be given to the
advisability of requesting the Workers'
Compensation Board to increase the daily
rate payable for hospital maintenance
under the provisions of the Workers' Com-
pensation Act?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Country 22s. per day. Metropolitan,

27s- per day.

(2) No. The Fund will operate at the
point where the member becomes person-
ally liable for an amount not covered by
the Workers' Compensation Fund or the
Commonwealth.

(3) The following is the formula:-A
person who is entitled to receive his hos-
pital fees or a portion of them under
workers' compensation shall be deemed
to be a qualified patient for a number of
days, which is calculated by dividing an
amount ascertained by subtracting that
portion of that person's hospital fees from
the total amount of hospital fees payable
in respect of that, person by the rate per
day of those hospital fees."

(4) Yes.
(5) The board has been requested to

increase the rate and will, I understand,
consider this at a meeting to be held this
week.

By way of personal explanation I would
like to say that I thought the hon. memn-
ber might not understand all that was
implied by the answer above. So I have
prepared a detailed statement as an ex-
ample and I would be glad to riass It on
to him.

PLAY EQUIPMENT FOR SICK
CHILDREN.

As to Provision.
Mr. JOHNSON asked the Minister for

Health:
As the use of play equipment is an

essential part of the treatment of sick
children, will she state what amount has
been spent on equipment of this nature
In the past two years or since establish-
ment at-

(1) Princess Margaret Children's Hos-
pital, Subiaco;

(2) Golden Age Post-Polio Depot,
Leederville;

(3) Nathaniel Harper Homes, Guild-
ford?

The MINISTER replied:
The use of out-door play equipment is

limited by the fact that children are not
generally retained in hospital when they
become strong enough to use it.

(1) Princess Margaret Hospital for
Children-E23 l8s. lid.

in addition a swinging boat was
ordered in September, 1951, and
delivery is expected next week-
£27 15s.

Most wards possess a rocking
horse.

(2) Golden Age-E35 17s.
In addition, a merry-go-round

(£59 5s.) and a swinging boat
(E27 15s.) ordered in September,
1951, should be delivered next
week and the end of January
respectively.
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Other equipment had been in-
stalled prior to this period.

Princess Margaret Hospital and
Golden Age jointly-books, toys,
etc.-f320. in addition to those
provided by parents, and other
frequent gifts.

(3) Nathaniel Harper Honies--E20 17s.
A swing (£10 15s.) is almost

ready-rocking boats and other
toys will be supplied shortly.

The equipment for this place is
being developed in consultation
with the Education Department.

IRON AND STEEL INDUSTRY.
(a) As to Tabling Brassert Report.

Ron, A. R. G. HAWKE asked the Minis-
ter for Industrial Development:

Will he Place upon the Table of the
House the Brassert report regarding the
suggested establishment of an iron and
steel industry in Western Australia?

The MINISTER replied:
I shall be glad to arrange to make the

report available to the hon. member.
(b) As to Coking of Collie Coal.

Mr. W. HEGNEY asked the Minister
for Industrial Development:

(1) Is it a fact that, as reported in "The
West Australian" of the 4th November,
1952 (page 41, column 2) because of the
demand for coke, the fuel technology de-
partment of the Government Laboratory
has devoted much attention to finding a
substitute which might be evolved from
Collie coals in lieu of the imported article?

(2) Is it a fact that the work in the
Laboratory has been successful and that
a metallurgical coke can be obtained from
Collie coal?

(3) If reply to (1) and (2) is in the
negative, will he explain on whose auth-
ority the information was supplied to
"The West Australian"?

(4) If reply to (1) and (2) is in the
affirmative, can he state whetber all or
any members of Cabinet knew the facts
before negotiations respecting the Agree-
ment were finalised?

(5) Can he state whether the B.H.P.
Co. Ltd. knew the position outlined In
(1) and (2) when the Agreement was
being negotiated?

(6) Is it not reasonable, in all the clir-
curnstances, for the public to assume that
the B.H.P. Co. LWd. did know that a metal-
lurgical coke could be obtained from Collie
coal during the period of negotiations,
and that the company was desperately
anxious to secure control and tie up In-
definitely iron-ore deposits on Koolan,
Cockatoo and Irvine Isand?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes, In the hope of a substitute

for coke imported for local iron foundries.

(2) The work in the laboratory has
been successful so far as it has gone.
but the technical problems of commercial
production have not been solved.

(3) No answer required.
(4) Progress of experiments has been

reported from time to time.
(5) They were aware the Government

was engaged in research and experiment,
and by the agreement agreed to assist in
the continuation thereof (vide first page
of agreement, paragraph (a), and page 7
of agreement, paragraph (g),

(6) Answered by (5).

LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT BILL
(No. 2).

As to Proceeding with Measure.
Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: asked the

Premier,
(1) is the Government still urgently in

need of the £29,000 which it proposes to
raise under the provisions of the Licens-
ing Act Amendment Bill (No. 2)?

(2) If so, when does he Intend to press
on with the Bill?

(3) If not, why was the Bill introduced?
The PREMIER replied:
(1), (2) and (3) The Bill provides for

a tax to be levied on the cost of liquor
plus excise. This method was adopted be-
cause it would have resulted in a very con-
siderable saving to the Crown Law De-
partment in checking and assessing the
tax compared with the existing system of
assessing the tax on the cost of the liquor
excluding excise.

On further investigation it was found
that the tax would have constituted an
inequitable levy. For instance, excise on
the cost of bulk beer at 9s. 6d. per gal-
lon was 7is. 2d., whereas the excise on a
bottle of Australian wine costing 3s. 41d.
was only 31d.

These facts were only recently ascer-
tained and it is considered by the Govern-
ment that they warrant a closer investi-
gation of the whole position, which is not
possible before the session closes.

LOAN FUNDS.
As to Total Amount and Expenditure.
HoIn. A. R. 0, HAWKE asked the

Premier:
(1) What is the State's total amount of

loan money for the whole of the current
financial year?

(2) How much of that amount was
expended in-

(a) July;
Cb) August;
(c) September;
(d) October;
(e) November?
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The PREMIER replied:
(1) Loan Council allocation

Loan Repayments .

(2) (a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

July
August ..
September
October ..
November

£15615,000
1.000,000

£16,615.000

£1,456,914
01.447,158
£1,497,554

£079,230
£1,86,338

SWAN RIVER.
As to Dredging at Causeway and South

Perth.
Mr. YATES asked the Minister for

Works:
(1) When will the dredge "Stirling" com-

plete Its work at the Causeway?
(2) Will he give consideration to the

dredge being used in filling in the area
in South Perth known as the "Chinese
Gardens," upon completion of its present
task?

The MINISIT replied:
(1) Authorised current reclamation con-

sists of the reclamation of sufficent area
to permit the construction of the western
circus of the Causeway and the elimina-
tion of the existing humpback section of
the old Causeway. Dredging to reclama-
tion Is expected to be completed in ap-
proximately nine months.

(2) Estimated cost of South Perth re-
clamation is £35,000 which, by agreement,
would be borne by the Government. Nine
months' work by the dredge "Stirling"
would be required. Because of the short-
age of Loan moneys no decision can be
made at the present time.

WATER SUPPLIES.
As to Restoring Damaged Tanks, Norse-

inan-Eucla.
Hon. E. NULSEN asked the Minister for

Water Supply:
Have the water supplies. catchments and

tanks between Eucla and Norseman, which
were rendered useless by irresponsible
people , been put in order for the protec-
tion of the people travelling on the East-
West Road?

The MINISTER replied:
All watering points between a point 112

miles east of Norseman and Eucla have
been re-conditioned recently and are in
good order. The remainder of the work
will be completed early in the New Year.

TIN CONCENTRATES-.
As to De-Control of Local Price.

Mr. RODOREDA asked the Attorney
General:

As tin concentrates are free of price
control in Queensland and thus can be
exported, and as Greenbushes concentrates

are being exported from this State to
Singapore, will he take the necessary
action to free all tin concentrates in this
State from price control, thus allowing
North-West producers to take advantage
of the considerably larger export price?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
Tin concentrates are free from price

control in Western Australia.
The question of export licenses is a

matter for Commonwealth determination.

HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT BILL
(No.3).

As to Consideration.
Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN (without notice)

asked the Premier:
As there are quite a lot of people

throughout the State awaiting the result
of Health Act Amendment Sill (No. 3)
and seeing that I have in my hand a peti-
tion signed by a number of residents in
Mosman Park, is it his intention to per-
mit this matter to be dealt with before
the House finally rises?

The PREMIER replied:
Yes.

HOSPITALS.
As to Nursing Sister for Shark Bay.

Mr. BUTCHER (without notice) asked
the Minister for Health:

(1) As repairs to the Shark Bay Hospi-
tal have now been completed, will she
let me know whether the appointment of
a nursing sister Is under consideration?

(2) In view of the extreme isolation of
this community of approximately 100 per-
sons, with a school attendance of 23 cl-
dren will she treat this matter as most
urgent?

The MINISTER replied:
(21) 1 will investigate the matter and let

the hon. member know tomorrow.
(2) L~ke the hon. member I feel that the

difficulties of Shark Bay should be con-
sidered and I will definitely give them
very compassionate consideration.

WAR SERVICE LAND SETTLEMENT
SELECT COMMITTEE.

As to Consideration of Report.
Mr. HOAR asked the Premier:
in view of the great interest being shown

in country districts in respect of the report
of the Select Committee on War Service
Land Settlement, does he intend to allow
this item to be debated this session, and,
if so, when?

The PREMIER replied:
This will depend on the state of the

notice paper. The hon. member knows
the report has been Presented to Parlia-
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ment and can be seen by all members if
they desire to read it. It has also been
made available to the Press so that people
in the country and in the city have had
every opportunity of reading the report as
submitted by the Select Committee.

Mr. Hoar: They are interested also In
the determination of the House in this
matter.

The PREbUER: I can only repeat that
all will depend on the state of the notice
paper.

COCIKBURN SOUND DREDGING.
As to Work for Local Unemployed.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN (without notice)
asked the Minister for Works:

Has any arrangement been entered into
with the Dutch consul to recruit labour
from amongst his nationals to work on the
dredges in Cockburn Sound and if so what
is to become of our unemployed dredge-
men?

The MINISTER replied:
The Dutch contractor has arranged to

bring out a dredge under contract to an
English firm. With the dredge are com-
ing five nationals-experts. The other
dredge that will come from the Eastern
States will, I understand, bring 22 Dutch
nationals, those men having worked on the
dredge during the period of a contract
on the Newcastle harbourL That will make
a total of 27, and I am informed by the
company's representative that it expects
to employ between 50 and 60 men on the
job. The balance will be drawn from local
labour but, in respect to dredging experi-
ence. I believe that even at this stage It is
rather difficult to obtain suitable local men.

BILL-STAMP ACT AMENDMENT.
(No. 2).
Message.

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. A. R. G. HAWKE (Northam)
(2.22]: I have already made clear my views
on this subject. The main objection raised
by me was against the provision that alms
at giving £30,000 a year to owners of race-
horses and trotting horses, who, during any
year, would be lucky enough to have their
horses run first, second or third in any
event. There seems to be no justification
whatever for that provision.

The overall proposal brought forward by
the Government for a tax on winning bets
is designed to raise approximately £240,000
a year. The only Justification for bring-
ing this proposal to Parliament is that the
Government urgently requires more money

which, when obtained, would be applied to
important purposes. True, the Premier
told us that the Grants Commisin had
pointed out that a similar tax is in opera-
tion in most of the other States and that
members of the Commission expected the
Government of Western Australia to im-
pose taxation upon its people equal to that
imposed by Governments in those Aus-
tralian States that are not claimant States
for grants of revenue from the Common-
wealth Government.

I have not had time to look at the legis-
lation dealing with winning bets that
operates In other States, but I very much
doubt whether any of them lays down that
a substantial amount of the tax must be
devoted to increasing the stake money
collectable by the lucky owners of race and
trotting horses.

The Premier: In South Australia it is
returned to the clubs.

Ron. A. R. 0. HAWKE: What is?
The Premier: A certain proportion of the

tax.
Hon. A. R, G. HAWKE: What pro-

portion?
The Premier: I cannot say now. I

think about 20 per cent., the same as
is proposed here.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWE, There is no
justification, especially at this period, for
imposing a special tax-an additional tax
-upon a section of the people and then,
out of the total proceeds, handing £30,000
each year to owners of race and trotting
horses where those owners are lucky
enough to have horses running first,
second or third in any event. if
any racehorse owner needs financial
help, I should think it would be the
one whose horse never ran second
or third. Why should we as a Parliament
agree to raise a tax in the manner set out
in the Bill and then provide that portion
of the money shall be added to the first
prize for the Perth Cup in order that the
lucky owner of the winner may receive in
addition to the normal stake of, say,
£2,000, an additional £1,000 or whatever
the amount might be? Is that a reason-
able proposition? Of course it Is not.
Members should wipe out that part of the
Bill.

Instead of providing that the £30,000)
a year shall go to the owners of race and
trotting horses fortunate enough to have
good horses, we should provide for Its
retention by the Premier and for its use
for the many essentials that are cry-
ing out for further assistance and will
be crying out even more so before many
months have passed. If we gave the
clubs 5 per cent. in return for the small
amount of work they will have to do in
collecting the tax, they would be amply
rewarded; in fact, they would be very
much overpaid for the service they would
give. Beyond that we should not go. We
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should decide that the balance of the
money to be raised, which would approxi-
mate £230.000 a year, should be used for
essential State purposes--for community
purposes.

Therefore I oppose the Bill, because
I believe that a better method than the
one proposed could be devised for raising
'revenue. In the event of the second read-
ing being passed, I shall move amend-
ments in Committee in an effort to make
the Bill more reasonable. I do not for a
moment challenge the Premier's state-
ment that additional money must be
raised, but I1 do challenge the method by
which he is proposing to raise it. How-
ever, the Government has chosen this
method, among several that could have
been considered, and so it is the Gov-
ernment's responsibility in every respect.

The Premier: What are the several
methods?

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: There are
many other methods by which additional
revenue could have been raised, even In
connection with racing activities. For in.
stance. as I stated when discussing the
previous Bill, the Government could have
increased by perhaps Id. or id. the tax
on every betting ticket used on race-
courses. However, the Government has
chosen this method and that is the only
one before us for consideration. I most
strongly oppose the provision in the Bill
which aims to hand £30,000 each Year out
of the total proceeds of the tax to owners
of racehorses.

THE PREMER (Hon. D. R. MoLarty-
Murray-in reply) 12.303: The arguments
used by the Leader of the Opposition in
opposing the Bill are the same as those
previously raised when the measure was
first introduced.

Mr. May: You said it was an identical
Bill.

The PREMIER: So it is, except that It
is now in two parts. There is an amend-
ment of the Stamp Act which provides
machinery whereby the tax shall be col-
lected, and then there is the Bill impos-
ing the rate of tax itself. That is the
only difference. T hope the Bill will pass
the second reading because it will provide
for the Treasury an amount estimated to
be in the vicinity of £160,000.

Mr. W. Hegney: And for the racing
clubs £40,009.

The PREMIER: The hon. member
knows that. It has been said many times.

Mr. May: You are still robbing your-
self, are you not?

The PREMIER: As the Leader of the
opposition Pointed out, it is necessary
that the Government should obtain this
money. Some little time ago we passed
a Bill, which is now an Act, giving to
country clubs the right to retain 10 per
cent. of the 131 per cent. which is de-

ducted froma the totalisator proceeds. The
idea of increasing the amount to country
clubs was to help them because they were
in difficulties. They asked that some con-
sideration should be given them in regard
to totallsator tax. This did not apply to
metropolitan clubs, but only to those in
the country that were facing difficulties.

I said, when previously speaking, that
in the rural areas of the State there is
a desire that racing clubs and trotting
clubs should be established. It takes large
sums of money to do this. If the Bill be-
comes law, the country clubs will un-
doubtedly benefit as a6 result, but not to
a very great extent. They will be able to
provide certain amenities for their patrons
which they cannot do today. The meas-
ure will be a considerable help in that
direction. The Leader of the Opposition
said that the tax would go to the wealthy
owners of racehorses. A certain propor-
tion of it might.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: Some 75 per cent.
of what you propose to allow the clubs
to keep will go to them.

The PREMIER: Yes, The hon. mem-
ber said it would go to the wealthy owners
of horses.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: To the lucky
owners.

The PREMIER: Yes. I am not very
conversant with racing-that Is, I am not
an ardent racegoer-but I am told, and
r think reliably. so, that owners of race-
horses today do not make large incomes
and, in fact, numbers of them find it
difficult to keep going.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: They make more
than the punters.

The PREMIER: I do not know. The
Leader of the Opposition is better in-
formed in that regard than I am.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke. Everyone knows
that.

The- PREMIER: It is expensive to keep
horses these days, and the proposal here
will assist to increase the stakes. We have
rising costs in many other directions, and
it is more costly to keep and train race-
horses today than previously. The Leader
of the Opposition said that some of this
money would go towards increasing the
stake for the Perth Cup. That may not be
so. The W.A.T.C. might say, "Sufficient
money is already provided for the Perth
CuD.

Ron. A. R. 0. Hawke. You will find in
practice that it will try to build up the
big races.

The PREMIER; I rather think it will
be the other way around; it will say.
"It is In the best interests of racing to
increase the stakes of those races for
which large stakes are not now provided."
I think that is the policy that will be
adopted.
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Mr. Butcher: How will it apply to coun-
try clubs?

The PREMIER: It will assist them.
They will keep 20 per cent. of the tax.

Mr. Butcher: Gained from their own
activities.

The PREMIER: That Is so.
Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: That Is not really

so at all. They will retain only 5 per cent.
of the 20 per cent. for their own purposes.

The PREXIER: What is that?
Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: The club will re-

tain, for its own purposes, only 5 per
cent. of the 20 per cent. deduction, We
will talk about it in Committee.

The PREMIER: Yes. The member for
Gascoyne sees the provision in the Bill
for 20 per cent. of the tax to be paid to
the clubs, and he wants to know. I take
it, whether a club in his district will be
treated the same as the W.A.T.C. or the
Trotting Association in Perth.

Mr. Butcher: The 20 per cent. will come
out of its activities.

The PREMIER: Yes, out of the winning
bets. This is experimental legislation. We
have not tried anything of the sort in the
State previously. If, later, it Is considered
that the clubs are getting too much out
of it, the Act can be amended. I under-
stand that in Victoria it costs thousands
of pounds to collect the tax. What the
Leader of the Opposition says is true, that
in this State it will not cost the Treasury
a large sum of money to collect the tax.
because it will be done by the racing con-
cerns. But when we take this amount of
money and spread it over all the racing
and trotting clubs in the State, it is not
the huge sum that many People appear to
think it is. I suggest to members that
they pass the Bill and see how it works.
and then perhaps, if they think it neces-
sary, it can be given further consideration
next session.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a, second time.

in Committee.
Mr.-Hill in the Chair; the Premier in

charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1 to 5--agreed to.
Clause 8.-Section 108A added:
Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I move an

amendment-
That in line 6 of paragraph (a) of

proposed new Section lOGA(1) the
word "1five" be struck out with a view
to inserting another word.

The proposal in this clause is that a tax
shall be applied to any winning bet where
the amount of winnings to be collected
is 5s. or any part thereof.

The Premier: It would be 5s. or over.
Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Yes, 5s. or any

additional part thereof.

The Premier: That is so.
Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Any amount

under 5s. would not be taxable.. If a per-
son collected winnings to the extent of
7s. Gd. that would necessitate the payment
of 3d. in tax.

The Premier: No.
Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: We have not

the Bill before us providing far the rate
of tax.

The Premier: It is the same rate as last
time.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: It seems to me
that we have not much justification for
taxing a winning bet which Is only 5s. or
any figure between, say, 5s. or 20s.: cer-
tainly we have little Justification for tax-
ing a winning bet which is under l0s. It
must be remembered that a person who
will pay this winning bets tax could, on
the whole day's operations, lose money.
Yet, under this Bill, we propose to levy a
winning bets tax where the amount won
is 5s. or more. It seems to me that that
is making the game very tough for a per-
son would have to be lucky-to win at
all-to collect a winning bet of 5s. or more.
To make the proposition a little more
reasonable, I think we ought to provide
that the tax shall be applied only where
the winning bet exceeds, say, 20s. or l9s.
lid.

The Attorney General: We will have to
discuss that in the next Bill.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: No, we must
discuss and decide it under this Bill.

The Attorney General: Yes, that is so.
Hon. A. R. G. H-1AWKCE: I am not con-

cerned as to whether the word is ten or
twenty so long as the word "five" Is struck
out.

Mr. NEEDHAM: I support the amend-
ment. When replying to the debate the
Premier said he would use the same
arguments on this Bill as he used when
speaking to the other measure. We were
told during the debate on the original
Bill that other States, New South Wales
and Victoria. impose a tax of this nature.
It is true that a tax is imposed but I do
not see anything in either of their Acts to
say that any portion of the tax they cobl-
lect shall-be paid to the racing or trotting
clubs. That is the part of this measure
to which I have objected all along. Sec-
tion 44 of the Lottery and Gaming Act of
South Australia states--

There shall be charged on every bet-
ting ticket-

it does not say only on winning bets.
-issued by a bookmaker under this
Part a stamp duty of the following
amount-
(a) Where the ticket is issued in re-

spect of a bet not exceeding los.
--one halfpenny:
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(b) where the ticket is issued in re-
spect of a bet exceeding l0s.-
threepence.

The amount of the bet shall be de-
termined by the amount payable con-
tingently or otherwise by the bettor.

(2) All moneys received by the
Treasurer by way of Stamp duty under
this Part shall be Paid into and form
part of the general revenue of the
State.

(3) The Governor may by regulation
prescribe any matters necessary or
convenient for securing payment of
duty under this section and preventing
fraud and evasion, and way by any re-
gulation prescribe penalties not ex-
ceeding £20 for breach of any regula-
tion.

When introducing the original measure
the Premier stated that the Government
had decided to introduce it because the
Grants Commission said that something
had to be done to increase revenue and
that in other States, New South Wales,
South Australia and Victoria, a similar tax
was imposed. But the Premier did not
tell us that all the money in those States
went back to the Treasury. We are giv-
Ing £30,000 odd to the racing and trotting
clubs In this State out of the £240,000
it, is anticipated we will collect.

The Attorney General: It is a different
tax there.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman; Different amount!
The Attorney General: No, a different

tax.
Mr. NEEDHAM: I do not think that af-

fects the issue at all. it all goes back
to the Treasury in those States.

The Attorney General: But it is a differ-
ent kind of tax-

Mr. NEEDHAM: I cannot find anything
in their Act to say that the racing and

-trotting clubs receive a certain amount.
I do not doubt that It is a different tax,
but in the New South Wales Finance
(Bookmakers' Taxation) Act the whole
system is given. It gives the amount of
the tax and goes on as follows:

12 (1) The tax imposed by the
Finance (Bookmakers' Taxation) Act,
1932, shall be paid by the bookmaker
to the Colonial Treasurer.

There is nothing In this Act to show that
any portion of the money shall be paid to
the club.

The Premier: Is it not the same tax
as our betting tax on tickets?

Mr. NEED3HAM: It is a betting tax on
every ticket, win or lose. If the Treasurer
is so badly in need of money I cannot see
any sense in handing this amount of money
to the racing clubs, particularly when the
employers who collect the income tax get
nothing at all- 1 support the amendment.

The PREMIER: I hope the Committee
will not agree to the amendment. The
object of the Bill is to get revenue. I
think the greater number of people who
go to the races are the small punters.
Let us take the Christmas meeting for
instance! There will be thousands of
people attending the Perth Cup and Derby
Day and other meetings who never go to
the races at other times. They will be
small punters.

Many people who go to the country
meetings and the trotting meetings do
so from the social point of view rather
than to win money, and the great majority
of them may be classed as small punters.
So if the amendment is carried it will
considerably detract from the amount of
money which we estimate may be
collected under this tax. The mem-
ber for North Perth has just read
what happens in New South Wales in
regard to the tax on betting tickets or that
which comes from the totalisator, and I
know it does not go back to the racing
clubs. I understand if you win 5s. on the
tote It is taxable, If that is so, the same
principle could apply to this winning bets
tax. I oppose the amendment.

Hon. E. NUtSEN: I agree with the
Leader of the opposition because I think
tbis will penalise the small punter. If he
is going to pay 3d. or 5d. he will be paying
5 per cent. not 24 per cent.; it will nearly
double his tax. For instance for a bet
of i5s.-

The Attorney General: How often Will
that occur?

Hon. E. NtJLSEN: Very often! At
Christmas time there are mostly small
bettors and they will be penallsecL

The Attorney General: That type will
bet on the totalisator.

Hon. E. NtILSEN: I know the Treasury
needs the money. I support the amend-
ment.

Mr. RODOREDA: I do not know why
the Premier will not listen to reason on
this. It is like robbing the kiddies' money
box. The Premier said they were all small
bettors and he instanced the people who
go to the Perth Cup. The people who will
Pay this tax are the regulars who go there
every Saturday; not the casuals. It is
difficult, to get a 5s. bet laid with the book-
maker in the enclosure; even if it were
accepted it would have to be at even
money. The small punter does not place
even money bets.

The Attorney General: Why?
Mr. RODOREDA: Because he would

only get 58. in return.
The Attorney General: This has proved

satisfactory in South Australia.
Mr. RODOREDA: How does the At-

torney General know?
The Attorney General: We have been

told so.
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The Premier: By the Premier of South
Australia,

Mr. RODOREDA: The small punter
will be taxed at 5 per cent. and it will
double his tax.

The Attorney General: is 3d. going to
break him?

Mr. RODOREDA: I am talking about
the principle involved. Surely E1 would
be a suffcient minimum.

Mr. Yates: What if they lose it?
Mr. RODOREDA: They do not pay

tax on a losing bet. I can tell the Premier
there will not be too many who will win
53.

The Premier: I am sure you are wrong.
Mr. RODOREDA: The Premier does

not know because he does not go near the
races.

The Attorney General: Do you?
Mr. RODOREDA: Of course I do. I

am like the fellow who knew all about
horses. I have been doing my money on
horses ever since I was a kid. A 10s. mini-
mum would be nearer the mark. A man
has to bet more than 5s. to do any good.

The Premier: I have seen a large num-
ber of People Put 55. on with the book-
maker.

Mr. RODOREDA: They would have to
put on 2s. or 2s. 6d. to win 5s. The Pre-
mier is coming down on the small bettor
and letting the big bettor go.

Hon. A. Rt. 0. HAWKS: I hope the Treas-
urer will agree to delete the word "five."
If he agrees I am prepared to say that
I will insert the word "ten" and not the
word "twenty." The Treasurer will lose
very little if the word "five" is deleted
and the word "ten" is substituted. As
pointed out, to win anything less than
10s. on a winning bet.-

The Attorney General: Why do you
urge a distinction between the man who
pays tax on a 6s., '7s. or As. dividend and
the others?

Mr. Rodoreda: Why do you not make
this the same as the tote?

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKS: I am not making
any distinction; I am dealing with the
matter now before us.

The Attorney General: Still, I think
we should have matters of this descrip-
tion made comparable with what obtains
elsewhere.

Hon. A. It. 0. HAWKE: The Attorney
General knows that the bookmaker, In
the course of fixing the odds on a race,
provides for all deductions. He probably
knows more about this sort of thing than
any other member in the House. He
knows that bookmakers are not in the
game for fun. They are operating a busi-
ness on sound principles, always condi-
tioned to suit themselves. During the
currency of betting on any race they pro-
vide for the deductions to make sure that
whoever loses, they will win.

The Attorney General: They cannot al-
ways do that.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: In a great ma-
jority of instances they do. That is why
very few bookmakers go broke, but plenty
of punters do.

The Attorney General: At any rate, do
you not think it better to keep the deduc-
tions comparable with what applies in
other States?

Hon. A. Rt. 0. HAWKS: I do not think
it matters one scrap.

The Attorney General: After all, you
know the Grants Commission has had
something to do with this.

Hon. A. Rt. G. HAWKS: The Minister
Is Just drawing the long bow. He knows as
well as anyone else that if the word "five"
were to be struck out of the clause and
the word "ten" substituted, It would make
little difference to the State Treasury.

The Attorney General: I do not know
what difference it would make.

Hon. A. It. 0. HAWKS: From his own
experience the Minister knows that the
number of winning bets with bookmakers
of less than 10s. would be very small.

The Attorney General: I do not know
how much It would represent but, although
I know you do not agree with me, I think
it is a good Idea to have these provisions
comparable with those obtaining in other
States.

Hon. A. It. G. HAWKS: I do not agree
with that at all. The application of that
system might be all right with regard
to Income taxation and so forth, but it
should not apply in a matter of this de-
scription. I think the amendment is rea-
sonable.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:-

Noes .... .. ... 20

Majority against ... 1

Mr. Brady
Mr. Butcher
Mr. Graham
Mr. Guthrie
Mr. Hawke
Mr. J. Begney
Mr. Hoar
Mr. Johnson
Mr. May
Mr. Mculloch

Mr. Abbott
Mr. Ackland
Mr. Brand
Dame P. Cardeti-Oil
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Done?
Mr. GrIffith
Mr. Hearmart
Mr. Mann
Mr. Manning

Ays.
Mr. Moir
Mr. Needham
Mr. Nuisen
Mr, Read
Mr, Rodorecta
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Sleemnan
Mr, Tonkin
Mr. Kelly

(Teller.)

Noes.
Mr. MeLarty
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. North

iver Mr. Oldfteld
Mr. Thorn
Mr. Totterdell
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. Yates
Mr. Boveji
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palm
Ayes. Noes.

Mr. O'Brien Mr. Naider
Mr. Coverley Mr. Grayden
Mr. Styanta Mr. Owen
Mr. W. Hegner Mr. Perkins
Mr. Lawrence Mr. Hutchinson
Amendment thus negatived.
Mr. MOIR: I move an amendment-

That in line 6 of paragraph (a)
after the word "shillings" the words
"or if such winning bet has been
ordered by the stewards to be paid at
totalisator odds" be inserted.

On many occasions stewards order bets to
be paid at tote odds. The totalisator people
have already taken 131 per cent. out of
the bet and If the punter has to pay this
extra tax, it will mean another 21 per cent.,
which means that 16 per cent. will have
to come out of the winning bet. That is
not fair. Such instances do not happen
very often, but they have occurred more
frequently recently than they did formerly.
The Government would not lose very much
If the amendment were agreed to.

The PREMIER: As the hon. member
has pointed out, the amendment would
apply to instances that seldom arise. I
can see difficulties that would be met In
implementing the amendment. It would
make the provisions of the Bill hard
to administer and the amendment would
create difficulties all round. If the amend-
ment were agreed to, the number of cases
of hardship that would be relieved would
be exceedingly few. I do not think the
amendment worth while.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: The amendment
would rnot create any difficulty at all.

The Attorney General: The punter might
win at 100 to 11

Hon. A. R, 0. HAWKE: The Attorney
General Is very excitable this afternoon:
I cannot quite work out why. I cannot
recollect his being present at the Christmas
party last night! The point made by the
member for Hannans has merit. It some-
times happens, because of some occurrence
during the running of a race, that the
stewards order bets on the winning horse
to be paid at tote odds. If the amendment
were agreed to, it would obviate the very
substantial percentage deduction for Gov-
ernment purposes.

The Attorney General: But bookmakers
always make provision in the odds they lay
to cover their deductions.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: In this instance
they would not be able to make provision
for the deductions.

The Attorney General: Yes, they would.
The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Leader

of the Opposition will please proceed.
Mon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: We would cer-

tainly have made more progress If the
Attorney General had remained In his office
throughout the sitting! Obviously, in their
operations prior to the start of the race,

the bookmakers would proceed along their
normal lines. They would have laid vary-
ing odds an the winning horse from the
opening to the close of betting. Through
some unforeseen circumstances, bets on
the winning horse are ordered by the
stewards to be paid at tote odds. In such
instances most of the punters would re-
ceive considerably smaller returns from the
bookmakers than they originally antici-
pated.

However, that is not the point I rose
to argue. The Premier suggested a diffi-
culty would develop if this exemption were
permitted. But nothing could be more
simple in operation; because if the stew-
ards for any reason, or for no reason
as sometimes happens, declared that
all bets payable by bookmakers had
to be paid at tote odds, no win-
ning bets tax would be applied to those
operations at all. In connection with
that race the bookmakers would pay at
tote adds and would not apply any win-
nings bets tax. There could be nothing
more simple than that.

Amendment put and negatived.
Hon. A. Rt. 0. HAWKE: Paragraph (a)

of Subsection (4) of this proposed new
section allows a racing club or any per-
son operating a registered race meeting
to retain 20 per cent. of the total amount
of winning bets tax collected. That Is
an altogether excessive amount. I should
think it would not cost a racing club more
than 21 per cent. to collect the amount
and remit it to the Commissioner of Taxa-
tion. Most of the work in connection with
the collecting of the tax will be the re-
sponsibility of the bookmakers who will
also have to keep the clerical records and
hand them and the proceeds collected
to the racing club or the trotting club.
The work to be done by the club woula
be very small indeed.

There is no justification at all, and cer-
tainly not on the ground of the work to
be done by the clubs, for them to be given
20 per cent. of the total amount collected.
As we know, on the basis of collecting
£240,000 in all during a year, the racing
and trotting clubs are to be given £40,000
a year for the simple, straightforward.
easy job of collecting records and money
from the bookmakers and sending them to
the Commissioner of Taxation, If the clubs
were allowed to retain five per cent. or,
at the most, 10 per cent. they would be
receiving extremely generous treatment. I
move an amendment

That in line 2 of paragraph (a) of
Subsection (4) of proposed new Sec-
tion 108A. the word "twenty" be
struck out with a view to inserting
another word.

The Premier: What is the other word?
Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKIE, Either "five"y

or "ten". I would be prepared to be
guided by the views of other members.
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The PREMIER: I have said that this
legislation could be classed as experimen-
tal in this State, and I suggest that the
Committee allow the Bill to be passed in
its present form. The Leader of the Op-
position has said we are giving this 20
per cent, to the racing and trotting clubs.
We have laid down how this money shall
be spent. The Leader of the Opposition
also stated that the great bulk of the
money would go to the Trotting Associa-
tion in Perth. and to the W.A.T.C. in
Perth, and I suppose that will be so. But
I would ask members to bear in mind
that the W.A.T.C. does what it can to
encourage country racing, and the most
important thing it does is to keep country
racing clean.

Mr. Rodoreda: What does it actually
do?

The PREMIER: The Trotting Associa-
tion does the same thing. The member
for Pilbara has asked what the W.A.T.C.
does. He knows that the W.A.T.C. has
stewards who visit country racing clubs.
Those men have had a lifetime experi-
ence of racing, and it is fortunate for
clubs in the country that they have these
men, who are skilled and have an inti-
mate knowledge of racing, at their ser-
vice.

Mr. Rodoreda: Do not the clubs pay
for them?

The PREMIER: The clubs pay only
a small portion-I think, the travelling
expenses. But I know that most of the
expense is borne by the W.A.T.C.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: That is because
the Turf Club employs stewards on a
yearly basis.

The PREMIER: That is so. But not
only does it use them for its own pur-
poses at headquarters, but it also uses
them in the interests of country racing.
They travel as far as the northern areas
of the State and attend even small
country meetings In other parts.

Mr. Rodoreda: What else does the Turf
Club do?

The PREMIER: I understand it has
helped country clubs to a considerable ex-
tent. I believe it has run special benefit
race meetings for country clubs and given
the proceeds to country racing.

Mr. Rodoreda: That is not so.

Mr. McCulloch: When?
The PREMIER: I know it does what

it can to encourage country clubs. The
20 per cent, will do something to Increase
stakes and Provide amenities for race-
goers. I think that we could very well
give this legislation a trial for the time
being.

Mr. McCULLOCH: The Premier seems
to base his argument on the assertion
that the Turf dlub gives a great amount
of assistance to country clubs. My experi-
ence is that all it does is to send a steward

once a Year to visit a club and the ex-
penses are paid by the club. People want-
ing to send horses to the country have
to supply their own vehicles. The local
club may assist the owner to meet the
expense, but not the Turf Club.

The Attorney General: Do you not
think that the main object of the race-
goer is to see good, competitive racing?

Mr. McCIJLLOCH: Does the Attorney
General think that we have good racing
at Kalgoorlie or any country centre? I
do not believe he has seen a country race-
course or a country horserace. The Pre-
mier is leading the Committee astray by
saying that this 20 per cent. is for the
purpose of assisting country clubs. That
has not been done in the past. Whether
it will be done in the future I am not
prepared to say.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: I am not
able to appreciate the Premier's attitude.
He is Proposing to give away to racing
and trotting clubs approximately £40,000
a Year. When introducing the Bill, he
told us that more money was urgently
needed and that there were very import-
ant Purposes for which the money would
be used. Yet, when we move, in connec-
tion with this paragraph, to leave In the
hands of the Treasurer and the Govern-
ment much more money than they have
provided for themselves, the Premier op-
poses the move.

The Attorney General: Do you not
think that these people are entitled to
assistance if they are improving racing?

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Do you think that
a bankrupt Treasurer should make a pre-
sent to racing clubs?

The Attorney General: This Is not
a present. Nothing is being given out
of the Treasury.

The Premier: I suggest, Mr. Chairman,
that the Leader of the Opposition pro-
ceed.
Sitting suspended from 3.30 to 3.55 p.m.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I do not de-
sire to continue this argument much
longer. My amendment would leave in
the hands of the Treasurer much more
money than would be left with him
otherwise. If I succeed with my amend-
ment to strike out the word "twenty,"
I will later move to insert the word "ten."
The overall result of my proposal, if
accepted, would be, firstly, Instead of the
clubs taking 20 per cent., or £40,000 a
Year. they would take 10 per cent., or
£20,000 a Year in all, which would mean
that the Treasurer would have £20,000
more for State purposes. Of that 10 per
cent. retained by the clubs for their own
requirements and purposes, and for the pro-
vision of more amenities for racegoera, they
Could, at their discretion, use what would
be left for increased stake money. Instead
of the clubs having to pay three-quarters
of the amount retained by them to the
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owners of horses that run first, second or
third, they would be left with absolute
discretion to apply the money as thought
fit. This proposal is preferable to the
one in the Bill.

Amendment Put and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes.
Noes ..

Majority against

Mr. Brady
Mr. Coverloy
Mr. Graham
Mr. Guthrie
Mr. Hawke
Wil. J1. Hegney

Mr. Hoar
Mr. Johnson
Mr'. May

Ayes.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Noes.
Mr. Abbott
Mr. Brand
Mr. Butcher
nanme F. Cardell-Oliver
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Coney
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Griffith
Mr. Hearman
Wr. Hutchinson

Mr. Mann
Mr. aaning

Ayes.
O'Brien
W. Heginey
lAwrence

.... .... .... 18

.... .. - ... 24

6

McCulloch
Needhum
Nute
Rodoreda.
Bewail
Sleeman
Styanta
Tonkin
Kelly

Mr. MoLarty
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. North
Mr. Otdfield
Mr. Owen
Mr. Read
Mr. Thorn
Mr. Totterdell
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. Yates
Mr. Bovell

Pains.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Noes.
Nalder
Perkins
Ackland

Amendment thus negatived.
Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: Subclause (5)

provides that three-quarters of the
amounts retained by a club shall be used
for Increasing the stakes. I do not in-
tend to move an amendment, but raise
the question whether patrons should not
get much more benefit from the 20 per
cent. than they appear likely to receive.
Owners of honses will receive £30,000 a
year out of the £40,000, and we propose to
leave with the clubs £10,000, which means
that the clubs will be restricted to that
amount for the Provision of additional
amenities and whatever other advantages
and services they provide for patrons.

It would perhaps be better if the whole
of the 20 per cent. were left in the hands
of the clubs to use as they thought reason-
able. Then they would be under a much
greater obligation to provide better ser-
vices and amenities for the people who
will pay the tax. The subclause could
easily be amended to delete all reference
to increased stake money and leave the
application of money to the discretion of
the clubs. On second thoughts. I think
I shall test the feeling of the Committee.
I move an amendment-

That in line 1 of Subeclause (5) the
word "Three-quarters" be struck out
with a view to inserting another word.

My final purpose would be to make the
subclause read-

The amounts retained by a club or
Person under Subsection (4) of this
section shall be applied to such pur-
poses as the club or person thinks fit.

The PREMIUER: When this matter was
Previously considered, it was my intention
that the spending of the money should
be left to the discretion of the clubs.

Mr. Graham: That was in the original
Bill.

The PREMIER: Quite so, but strong
opposition was expressed to that proposal
outside the Chamber as well as inside. In
order to make the provision more accept-
able, we decided to stipulate how the money
should be split up. I have tried to comply
with the wishes of members in providing
that a certain percentage shall go to stakes
and the rest to amenities. In the circum-
stances. I cannot agree to the amendment.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Would the Pre-
mier agree to the deletion of the word
"three-quarters" with a view to inserting
the word "one-half"?

The Attorney General: That would
necessitate reprinting the Bill before send-
ing it to another place.

The PREMIER: I have no great objec-
tion to the amendment now suggested.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: I think it is
reasonable.

The PREMIER: Probably patrons would
gain more from it than from the provision
in the Bill. Clubs could then devote what-
ever they liked to the stakes.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: We could stipu-
late "Not mare than one-half."

The PREMIER: I agree.
Amendment (to strike out word) put and

passed.
The Attorney General: It would be pre-

ferable to insert "One-half" instead of
"Not more than one-half."

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: I move-
That the word "One-half" be insert-

ed in lieu of the word struck out.
Amendment (to insert word) put and

passed.
Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: A further amend-

ment will be needed as a consequence of
the one just agreed to. I move an amend-
ment-

That in line 5 of Subclause 5 the
word "quarter" be struck out and the
word "half" inserted in lieu.

Amendment put and Passed: the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments and the

'report adopted.
Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.
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BILL-CATTLE TRESPASS, FENCING
AND IPOUNDIING ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Received from the Council, and on
motion by H-on. J. B. Sleeman, read a first
time.

BILLS (2)-RETURNED.
1, Workers' Compensation Act Amend-

ment.
With amendments.

2, Reserves.
Without amendment.

BILL-WINNING BETS
First Reading.

TAX.

Introduced by the Premier and read a
first time.

Second Reading.
THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. McLarty-

Murray) [4.20] in moving the second read-
ing said: The Hill is very short, consisting
of only one clause. It has had to be
brought down in order to comply with the
Constitution and to state what the rate
of tax will be. If members look at the
Bill they will se it provides that the rate
of tax shall be threepence for each ten
shillings, and each fractional part of ten
shillings of each winning bet unless the
amount of the winning bet is less than
five shillings, in which case a deduction
is not required to be made. The Leader
of the Opposition suggested that the
amount of 5s. should be raised to l~g., and
moved an amendment to that effect, but
it was defeated on the vote of the Com-
mittee. There is nothing I can say on the
'Bil other than what has already been
said on the amendment to the Stamp Act
which was introduced a few minutes ago.
I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

HON. A. R. G. HAWKE (Northam)
[4.221: In view of the fact that the pre-
vious Bill has been passed by the Assembly,
there seems to be no purpose in debating
the measure now itroduced by the Pre-
mier.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

BIELL-CATTLE TRESPASS, FENCING
AND IM10POUNDING ACT AM[END-
MENT.

Second Reading.
HON. J. B. SLEEMAN (Fremantle)

[4.251 In moving the second reading said:
The Eml is not very large, although it is

important to some people. It deals with
those people who are taking advantage
of the fencing problem. A man who builds
now, but does not enclose the front of his
property, can take advantage of the fences
on his right and left and at the rear
of his property, but can refuse to pay
anything towards their cost because, ac-
cording to the Act, if a property is not
enclosed, the owner cannot be compelled
to pay anything for the other fences. It Is
only fair that when a man erects a build-
ing on a block and takes advantage of the
fences that have been provided by his
neighbours, he should pay his share of the
cost. At present, unless he encloses his
property by putting up a front fence, he
cannot be compelled to contribute to-
wards the cost of the fences on the other
three sides.

Mr. Totterde II: Not if he is going to
live there?

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: No. He can say.
"I have not enclosed my property." I
know of several places close to me in Pre-
mantle where this has occurred. In modem
times many people do not erect a fence
In front of their property and are thereby
able to avoid a little expense.

Hon. E. Nulsen: What would be the
position of a vacant block, not built on?

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Nothing can be
done until the owner erects a home. That
is provided for. Once he has put a home
on the property he can be compelled to
contribute to the cost of the fences on
the three sides. The Bill is a simple one.
I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. A.
V. Rt. Abbott.-Mt. Lawley) (4.28]: The
Bill is to enable a collection to be made.
by an owner who has fenced his property,
from an adjoining owner who has not
completely fenced his Property. The prac-
tice is quite common now not to have a
front fence. In the old days it was, of
course, the custom. The object of the Act
originally was to deal with the shutting
out of cattle, and that is why it is called
the Cattle Trespass Act. It might have
been better to have given consideration
to the whole Act, and to have dealt fully
with residential houses. Even now the
Cattle Trespass Act is not, in my view,
satisfactory, in respect to suburban homes.
It was not designed for the Purpose. I
see no reasonable objection to the Hill.
When a residential building is erected on
a block. a reasonable contribution to the
adjoining owners should be made.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Mr. Hill in the Chair; Hon. J. B. Slee-

man in charge of the Bill.
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Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Section 25 amended:
Mr. GRIF'FITH: I would like the mem-

ber for Fremantle to consider this matter
from the point of view of a pensioner who
has lived in a home for a considerable
length of time in an area which has only
recently been developed. If he has con-
structed a five-wire fence, sufficient to
keep out stock, and a man buys the block
next door, builds a house and then with-
out any reference to the pensioner builds
a Oft. picket fence, costing about £25 a
chain, he can claim upon the occupier of
the old house for half the cost. That could
impose a heavy burden on a pensioner.

Mr. Graham: That could happen under
the Act as It stands.

Mr. GRIFFITH: Not if the front of the
pensioner's house was not fenced. The
member for F'remantle is sympathetic to
pensioners and I want to know if he has
given some consideration to this aspect.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: If the member
for Canning has any solution to the pro-
blem I would like to hear it.

Mr. Griffith: You are introducing the
Bill; what do you think about it?

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: In the first place
the five-wire fence is not a fence.

Mr. Griffith: Yes, it is.
Mr. Graham: That is so.
The Minister for Education: It is if it

is sufficient to keep out large and small
stock.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: If the hon. mem-
ber could suggest any way out of the dif-
ficulty I would be prepared to listen to
him, but I am not prepared to allow people
to build nice homes and then say to their
neighbours on three sides, "I am not going
to contribute to the cost of your fences
because I have not fully enclosed my pro-
perty.",

Mr. GRIFFITH: I am surprised at the
hon. member not worrying about pen-
sioners. because in the past he has always
told us that he is sympathetically disposed
towards these people. He has asked me
for a suggestion, but he is the one who
should give some consideration to it. It
will not be a hardship on the man who
can afford to build a new house. If a man
pulls down a five-wire fence and builds
an elaborate fence in its place, why should
a pensioner be called upon to pay half
the cost? There will be a lot of people
in the electorate of the member for Middle
Swan who will be delighted to know that
Labour representatives are responsible for
bringing down a Eml that wml penalise a
large number of People in that district.

Mr. J. Hegney: Do not bring me into
this.

Mr. GRIFFITH: Many people in my
area will not be pleased about this. Why
should I put forward a solution to the
problem?

Mr. GRAHAM: The point raised is
much ado about nothing. If the five-wire
fence measures up to the requirements of
the Act and the person next door wants
to Pull it down and put up a new struc-
ture, that is his pigeon.

Mr. Griffith: You do not think there
would be any claim on a person?

The Attorney General: If the fence does
not measure up to the standard then he
would be responsible.

Mr. GRAHAM: That Is so. but the
pensioner concerned could tighten up the
wires or Put in two or three strands to
make it conform to the requirements of
the Act. I had a similar experience my-
self. The individual next door decided
that he would like a more elaborate typo
of fence and he was prepared to pay tlht
cost himself. He could not make a claim
on me because the existing fence con-
formed to the requirements of the Act.

Mr. YATES: Members opposite often
say that we bring Bills down too late in
the session. Yet the member for F'remantle
brings in a Bill on the last day and we
do not get any opportunity of investigat-
Ing its contents. I agree with the mem-
ber for East Perth in his explanation, but
I will go further and say that If there is
a fence already in existence, the owner
of that fence can claim half the cost. If
the owner of a new house pulls down the
original fence, he has to pay half the
cost of the old one and that would
probably be about equal to half the cost
of a new fence, so that the whole thing
would average out.

Hon. E. Nulsen: There is no provision
for that.

Mr. YATES: There is a provision in the
Act that the cost of a side fence must be
shared between the two owners. If a man
wants a new fence he must, under the
Act, pay half the cost of the original
fence. It is a matter of mutual adjust-
ment and each owner shares in the cost
of the dividing fence. In those cases the
difficulties are overcome when the owners
talk it over and come to an amicable ar-
rangement. I can see no objection to the
Bill and intend to support it.

Mr. TOTrERDELL: I suppose I have
had more to do with this question than
anybody else in the Chamber. I think the
member for Canning raised a bogey which
would never exist because, if a pensioner
had a five-wire fence, that is sufficient to
meet the requirements of the Act. The
Hill has been introduced because people
are not now erecting front fences and they
are taking advantage of the other three
fences in existence and are not meeting
their obligations. Consequently I support
the Bill.

If a man lives next door to a pensioner
and there is a five-wire fence dividing
the two houses and the new owner wants
to pull it down to erect a, new fence, the
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pensioner can object and say, "You are
not taking my half of the fence down. If
YOU want to build a new picket fence
you can take down your half of the
existing fence and re-erect it with
Pickets." I do not think anything like
that would happen because, as the mem-
ber for Canning said, neighbours come to
an amicable arrangement and if some-
body with a fair amount of money built a
house next door to a pensioner, he would
not argue about £V or £8 for half the cost
of a dividing fence. I think we are rais-
ing something which will never happen.

Mr. BRADY: We should not rush into
this. I admit we should try to do justice.
It is Possible that it will be a hardship in
certain eases. I have in mind a block of
land of three-quarters of an acre which
Only has a chain frontage. That man could
be put up for £150 for fencing that block
if the price quoted by the member for
South Perth is correct. That will be a
considerable hardship. A man who is not
in residence at all but erects a fence could
claim from the man who is in residence
alongside.

Mr. Styants: The other man will not
have a claim against him.

Mr. BRADY: If the member for Kal-
goorlie is right, it is not as detrimental as
I thought it might be.

Mr. GRIFFITH: There seems to be
some doubt about this. I am interested
in protecting the person who may or may
not be called upon to share the hal cost
of an expensive fence. The member for
Fremantle has brought down this Bill,
and I suggest that he should know all
about it. Very often have I heard him
tell Ministers what to do witll their Bills,
because he has thought they knew nothing
about them and I think he should do the
same thing now with this Bill. I would
be prepared to accept his interpretation of
the Act.

If a, Person occupied a house which
was bounded on three sides by a barbed
wire fence in good order and repair and
a man bought the adjoining block of land,
built a house or put a structure on it in
accordance with Clause 3 of the Bill and
then built an expensive fence, would he
have a claim against the man on the ad-
joining block? If the member for Fre-
mantle can assure us that he would not it
is all right, but if he cannot give us that
assurance then I suggest he does with
this Hill what he has so often advised
Ministers to do with theirs. I will not
support a measure which will bring hard-
ship to pensioners.

Mr. STYAI4TS: I can recollect certain
cases in connection with the payment of
half the cost of dividing fences. Despite
the fact that for the purpose of the Cattle
Trespass Act an open wire fence is con-
sidered a sufficient fence so long as it
keeps out large and small stock, I think
it should go to the magistrate to decide

who is responsible for a certain type of
fence. I do not think any magistrate
would rule that an open wire fence would
be a sufficient fence for the Purpose of
subdividing building blocks upon which
residences have been erected. It certainly
would not be a sufficient fence in the opi-
nion of 99* per cent, of the people. An
open wire fence would provide no privacy
and I think it should be left to the magis-
trate to decide.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I agree with what
the member for South Perth said about
bringing Bills down in the dying hours
of the session, and I told my colleague in
another place what I thought about it
when he asked me to introduce this Hill.
I would like the member for Canning to
know that I have been much mare a
friend to the pensioner and the poor man
than he could ever hope to be. If he had
any sympathies that way he would not
be voting as he is. Section 30 of the
principal Act reads as follows:-

The term "sufficient fence" used in
this Act shall be construed to mean
any substantial fence reasonably
deemed sufficient to resist the tres-
pass of great and small stock, includ-
ing sheep, but not including goats
and pigs. And in every case where
any dispute on the hearing of a com-
plaint or information or on that trial
of an action shall arise as to the suf-
ficiency of any fence, the question
shall be settled by the Justice, or
Court. or Court and Jury hearing the
same.

I think it is drawing the long bow. If
a case does arise where a pensioner owns
a wire fence I think we could leave it to
the courts to decide, but I can tell the
Attorney General that if it is left to the
courts to decide I will certainly get more
satisfaction than I did in a previous case
where the Law Society wanted to know the
value of the furniture owned by the pen-
sioner concerned.

Clause put and passed.
Title-agreed to.
Hill reported without amendment

the report adopted.
and

Third Reading.
Bill read a third time and Passed.

BILL1-BULK HANDLING ACT
AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Council without
amendment.

BILL-ABATTOIRS ACT AMENDMrENT.
In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day. Mr.
Yates in the Chair; the Minister for Lands
in charge of the Bill.

Clause 10-Part fl added (Partly con-
sidered):
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The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported
after the member for Melville had moved
an amendment as follows:-

That in lines 2 and 3 of Subsection
(3) of proposed new Section 12. the
words "such member as the Gov-
ernor appoints to that office" be
struck out.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
amendment would defeat the whole
scheme of the Bill and I cannot possibly
agree to it. As far as possible, the board
will consist of experts who will act in a
part-time capacity, while the actual de-
tailed management of the abattoirs will be
in the hands of the controller. It is much
better to leave that officer free to carry
out his duties. He will be a public servant
and as such will be subject to the Minister.

Mr. W. Hegney: But also subject to the
board.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes.
Mr. W. Hegney: Then bow will he be.

free?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I did not

say he would be free but that he would
be in charge of the detailed management
of the concern. To make him chairman
of the board would be very ill-advised.
Although the Controller will be the chief
executive officer of the board, he will be
directly responsible to the Minister. He
will carry out the policy of the board and
will act as every other departmental head
does.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: Do you want him
on the board?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL; No.
Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: What about the

manager of the State Electricity Commis-
sion and the chairman of the Milk Board?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: True, but
I am doubtful whether that is desirable.

Hon. E. Nulsen: I am glad to hear you
say that. I agree with you as regards the
Electricity Commission.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I think
the chief executive officer of the board
should not also be its chairman. Such a
setup would weaken the effectiveness of
the board.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It would seem
that the Attorney General is taking the
line that we are more enlightened in this
State than they are in other parts of Aus-
tralia where they find that the proposition
I am submitting to the Committee has
worked satisfactorily in practice. The
Minister knows that there are instances
where the managers of abattoirs are also
the chairmen of the boards concerned.

The Attorney General: I know -there
are other boards where the chairmen are
also the managers.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I am informed that
In every State where the system has been
tried out, it has been found to work very
well.

The Attorney General: This will be a
very small board and It should not be
dominated by one man.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: There are to be
three men on the board, so how could
one vote dominate two?

The Attorney General: The influence
of the man who is running the concern
is very big.

H-on. J. T. TONKINq: Does that apply
to the State Electricity Commission and
the Milk Board? The Government has
taken no steps to alter the setup regard-
Ing those two bodies.

The Attorney General: The Electricity
Commission is a much bigger board.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN': I suppose that
applies to the Milk Board as well. The
Government has taken no steps to alter
the position regarding those two bodies.
There may be good reasons why those
men should be on the boards I mentioned.

The Attorney General: But you cannot
deal with personaities in an Act.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I am dealing with
the question of efficiency. The three per-
sons who are to be appointed to the board
under discussion will each have regard
to his respective specific interests. There
Is no indication of those to be appointed
or from what walks of life they are to
be drawn. Each Man will have regard
to certain Interests.

The Attorney General: With one excep-
tion-the chairman, who is an accountant.

Hon. J7. T. TONKIN: He is no exception
to what I say because he is to have regard
to the Interests of the consumers. Any-
one could be appointed to the board. The
phraseology of the measure is quite new
and its terms will be difficult to define.
How would it be possible to prove that any
member of the board did not conform to
the requirements of the legislation? It
would be quite impossible to do so. To
ensure that there will be efficiency in the
administration of the board. I ask the
Committee to agree to the Controller of
Abattoirs being the chairman of the
board.' He will be able to advise on policy
and report how matters are working out.
If he is not on the board, the policy adop-
ted might be detrimental, yet he would
have to carry out the implementing of
that policy. It might be that the members
of the board would have too much regard
altogether to certain interests and too little
for the abattoirs, the efficiency of which
might thereby be impaired.

This is no new idea that I suggest, be-
cause the Government has not taken any
steps to alter the constitution of the Milk
Board by legislative means. Prior to the
1947 elections I told the chairman of that
board that if there were not to be a change
of Government, it was proposed to make
an alteration in the setup. I had the
chairman of the board in my office when I
informed him of what was intended. I
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also told him that I did not think the
setup was satisfactory with the secretary
being also the chairman of the board, and
I therefore proposed to make an altera-
tion. There was a change of Government,
and consequently the alteration was not
made. The present Government has con-
tinued for six years the existing arrange-
ments under which the Milk Board has
functioned.

It is a very different proposition where
the manager of the organisation is also
the chairman of the board. In this in-
stance, the Controller of Abattoirs. was
responsible for the design of the new works
and he is the driving force behind the
undertaking. He has outstanding quali-
fications and should certainly be on the
board that controls the abattoirs. It is
on the ground of efficiency that I desire
him to be on the board, because I am very
fearful that the proposed board members
will have regard to their respective inter-
ests and too little for the abattoirs. With
the controller on the board, that tendency
will be combated.

My proposition is not unreasonable. I
have heard no objection to the similar
setups in other States and little argument
against it in this Chamber. I am certain
that If the controller is on the board, his
chief regard will be for the proper and
efficient working of the abattoirs, and the
interests of the State generally. That
will be his chief regard, as has been
demonstrated by him up till now. All the
argument is in favour of his being placed
on the board rather than that he should
be subservient to a Part-time board.

In some States, where the controller is
not chairman of the board, there is a full-
time chairman available for consultation
with the controller, but here it is Proposed
that there shall be a part-time board.
which will control the policy to be carried
out by the controller. I think he should
have some say in the formulation of that
policy, more especially as the Government
agrees that the board should not interfere
with the running of the Kalgoorlie or
Fremantle or any other abattoirs that
might be brought under the Act. That is
to be left to the controller. He can decide
the policy with regard to those works, but
when it comes to the Midland Junction
abattoirs, the policy is to be decided for
him by somebody else.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: if we
desire to get the best out of a manager
we do not want to make him a member of
a board, because he is thereby placed on
an equal footing with other members who
are supposed to be controlling the policy
and activities of the enterprise.

'Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Does that apply to
the S.E.C.?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
agree with the S.E.C. setup. In order to
get good management, It is sound policy
not to make the manager the chairman of

the board., In ordinary business, we do
not see the manager of a company on the
board of directors.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Yes, we do, very
often; the managing director.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I say it
is a weakness. Generally, there is an in-
dependent directorate, and that is the
best form of control. This board will con-
trol the policy of the abattoirs. The
manager will make his recommendations
and they will receive every consideration.
We are endeavouring to improve the con-
trol of the Midland Junction abattoirs,
which undoubtedly wants strengthening.
I do not think I would go further than
that.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: I think you should.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Of

course! The hon. member wants me to
say-

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Why it wants
strengthening.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS; I told
the hon. member yesterday. Under the
new management, we will be taking full
control of the abattoirs. We will be con-
trolling the slaughitermen and all the
labour within the abattoirs. The master
butchers will not say who is to have this
slaughterman and who is to have that one,
and who will have stockt slaughtered to-
day, and so on.

Hon. 3. T. Tonkin: Do you not think
the controller is strong enough to deter-
mine that?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: As a
matter of fact, the master butchers con-
trol it, and the hon. member knows it.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: They control him?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No! Do

not come your funny business! I did not
say that. I did not say they controlled
him. I said that the master butchers have
control of the slaughterinen.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: We are agreeing to
a board, but we want the controller on it.
What you are saying is no argument
against that.

The MMNSTER FOR LANDS: of course
it is--a good, sound argument. I repeat that
if we want the best management, we should
not place the controller on the board. We
will have far more efficient control with a
board to handle the policy of the abattoirs
with the controller as the chief executive
officer. He will be the manager, and with-
out a doubt his recommendations will re-
ceive every consideration.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes .... .... .... .... 20
Noes .... ... ... .... 25

Majority against .... 5
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Mr, Brady
Mr. Coverley
Mr. Graham
Mr. Guthite
Mr. Hawks
Mr. J. Segnay
Mr. W. Hegnay
Mr. Hoar
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Lawrence

Pairs.
Ayes. Noes.

Mr. O'Brien Mr. Ackland

Amendment thus negatived.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I move an amend-

nient-
That in line 3 of Subsection (4) of

proposed new Section 12 the word
"five" be struck out.

I move this amendment with a view to
providing for a shorter term, and I think
that three years would be a reasonable
period. An election is shortly to take
place. If the present Government is re-
turned, there will be no difficulty In its
re-appointing the members of the board
for a further term. But, in view of the
imminence of the election, it is unfair
for the Government to make an appoint-
ment which would render it impossible
for the incoming Government to have any
say whatever in the personnel of the board
for a period of five years. That sort of
thing is not usually done. The length of the
term for boards of this type is three years,
and I can see no sound reason why the
Government should want to provide for
five years. This is in the nature of an
experiment, and even this Government
might find it desirable in the future to
have the controller as a member of the
board. It would be bad policy to provide
for appointments for five years and so
tie the thing up for that length of time.

The Minister for Lands: A period of five
years would not atop us from appointing
the controller to the board.

Hon. J_ T. TONKIN: Yes it would, be-
cause the members appointed would have
a right of contract for five years unless
they contravened the provisions of the
measure.

The minister for Lands: We could come
to Parliament and ask Parliament to in-
crease the personnel.

Hon. J_ T. TONKIN: No. If the Gov-
ernment appoints the members of the
board and they behave themselves and do

AyeI

Noei

Mr. May
Mr. McCulloch
Mr. Moir
Mr. Needham
Mr. Rodoreda
Mr. Sewall
Mr. Bleeman
Mr. Styanta
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Kelly

Mr. Nalder
Mr. Ntimo
Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Oltfield
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Read
Mr. Thorn
Mr. Totterdell
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. Novell

Mr. Abbott
Mr, Brand
Mr. Butcher
Dame F. Cardell-Oliver
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Doney
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Grimit
Mr. Hearman
Mr. Hill
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Manning
Mr. McLarty

not contravene the provisions of the Act,
the Government will have no legal or
moral right to sack them.

The Minister for Lands: We would not
sack them. You did not let me fnish MY
sentence.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister would
have to put additional members on the
board, against the argument he has al-
ready been advancing that they are not
necessary.

The Minister for Lands: I am only re-
plying to you.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That is not likely
to be done. The fair and practical way
Is to make the Initial appointment for the
reasonable period of three years. That
would allow this or any other Govern-
ment to have a say as to whether the men
should be reappointed or whether there
should be some change in the set-up.
After a period of 12 months, it might be
found that a different board was desirable.
A change could not be made for three years.
but it would be extremely bad for the Gov-
ernment and the State if the appoint-
ments were made initially for a Period of
five years. An appointment for three years
would be satisfactory to the men con-
cerned. They would be only part-time
appointments. These men win not give
up jobs to go on the board; this wil be
something extra for them, and they will
not be deprived of anything if it is found
that they should not be re-appointed sub-
sequently. I ask the Minister to be reason-
able and accept the proposal.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The mem-
ber for Melville keeps referring to the
,.Part-time" aspect. Most boards and
directorates work part-time, meeting at
intervals to decide policy and so on.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: For how long are
members of most boards appointed?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This board
would undoubtedly give all the time neces-
sary to dealing with the policy of the abat-
toirs.

Mr. J. Hegney: It will not be a full-
time board.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No. We
are anxious to get the best men available
and it is proposed to appoint them for
a term of five years as they would want
a reasonable period of appointment.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin' A three-year term
does not prevent men offering themselves
as candidates for Parliament.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
member for Melville has on several occa-
sions said it is not fair to do a thing such
as this prior to an election because another
Government may take over, but we do not
want to make the board subject to politics.

Hon. 3. T. Tonkin: Do you say three
years is not a fair term?
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Not for
a board of this nature.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: It is all we get.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It the

Leader of the Opposition is ever fortunate
enough to lead on this side of the House
and brings down a Bill to extend our term
to five Years he will receive my support.

The CHAIRMAN: We are getting away
from the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I cannot
accept the amendment.

Mr. BRADY: As the member for Melville
said, most directorates and boards are ap-
pointed for a three-year term. This is to
be more or less an experimental board and
in five years could possibly wreck the abat-
toirs. Although when men are appointed
their qualifications seem all that is desir-
able, it sometimes happens that they do
not measure up to what is required of
them and in the interests of the State I
think the Minister should accept the
amendment. The term of appointment to
the board could always be extended later,
if necessary.

Mr. W. HEONEY: I may be under a
misunderstanding-

The Minister for Lands: I do not think
you are ever under a misunderstanding.

Mr. W. HEONEY: I am sorry that!I can-
not say the same about the Minister. My
decision will be guided largely by the views
of rank and file Country Party members.
The only speaker on the Government side
so far, apart from the Minister, has been
the Attorney General. I do not know what
the rank and file members of the Country
Party think-

Mr. Nalder: They are in agreement with
the Bill.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: They have not ex-
pressed their opinions on the matter with
which we are dealing. From my reading
of the Bill the Minister will consult the
various interests before appointing the
members to the board. Some association
representing the primary producers will
probably be requested to submit a nomina-
tion-

The Minister for Lands: We are dealing
with the term of appointment.

Mr. W. HEONEY: The Government in-
tends to appoint a chartered accountant,
who will have regard to the interests of the
consumers.

The
bit of
better

CHAIRMAN: I have allowed a fair
latitude but the hon. member had
deal with the term of appointment.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: In a few moments I
will link up what I am saying with the
amendment. The Government may be pre-
pared to appoint someone interested in
wholesale butchering-

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must deal with the amendment.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: As the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition has said, unless a mem-
ber of the board transgresses in some way
he will, under the Bill, be morally and
legally entitled to hold office for five years.
The interests of the producers would be
better served if the appointment were for
a term of three years.

Mr. Griffith: How do you make that out?
Mr. W. HEGNEY: I am not surprised

that the member for Canning misunder-
stands me. The same thing applies to
the other appointees.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Under the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust Act the provision
is that the commissioners shall hold office
for three Years. The Harbour Trust is a
larger concern, has been in operation for
longer, has far more capital and has more
ramifications than has the abattoirs. but
the Practice for many years has been to
appoint the commissioners for a three-
Year Period and the present Government
has apparently never thought it desirable
to alter that. Section 6 of the Fremantle
Harbour Trust Act Says--

Every Commnissioner shall hold office
for a term of three years and at the
expiration of his term of office shall
be eligible for reappointment for a like
term of three years.

If that Provision is satisfactory in the case
of the Fremantle Harbour Trust it should
do equally well in the case of the abat-
toirs. The chairman of the Harbour Trust
is appointed annually by the Governor,
so whoever framed that legislation
thought that there should be opportunity
or reviewing the chairmanship frequently.
I take it that the~ chairman of the abat-
toirs board would, under the Bill, be ap-
pointed for five years also. The legisla-
tion provides that upon reaching 65 years
of age a member shall automatically re-
tire from the board, so if he were a little
over 60 Years of age when his first term
of office expired it would be certain that
he would have to retire from the board
before his next term was completed.

There would be a tendency on the part
of the Government to appoint a man who
could hold office for the full term of five
years rather than one whose appointment
would have to cease during the currency
of the term. If the period of appoint-
ment was made shorter a man such as
I have mentioned could, at 62 years, be
appointed for a further three-year term.
There is no bar to a man over 60 being
appointed but the Government would
hesitate to reappoint a man whose age
would be more than 65 Years before the
end of the term. If we are to have
a satisfactory board we want on it men
who have worked together as a board and
we would not want frequent changes. If
we selected men who were of a similar
age to members of the board and there
was automatic retirement at the age of
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65 years In any one year we would be
obliged to retire one, two or perhaps all
members of the board. That is not de-
sirable.

The Bill provides that if a member of
the board attains the age of 65 his office
on the board, subject to the provisions
contained in the succeeding paragraph,
becomes vacant. We could have a situa-
tion whereby we would be required to
make new appointments on the board
and, as a result, inexperienced men would
be controlling the abattoirs, which would
be undesirable and unsatisfactory. If the
appointments were for a shorter period-
and a short term is provided in most
of our Acts-it would obviate that diffi-
culty to a degree. Therefore, that is
worthy of the Minister's consideration.
Surely if it is right to make appoint-
ments. for three years on the Fremantle
Harbour Trust it is right in this case.

Also. I would point out that the Com-
missioners of the F'remantle Harbour
Trust would be called upon to give
greater consideration to the business of
the Trust than would members of the
abattoirs board when dealing with abat-
toirs. Therefore, the whole weight of the
argument is on the amendment, and the
Minister is showing lack of thought when
he objects to this three-year period in-
stead of five years. The Minister has
not put forward one single reason to sup-
port a five year term. Therefore, the
Committee should agree to the amend-
ment.

Amendment put and a division
with the following result-

Ayes
Noes

Majority against

Mr. Brady
Mr. Butcher
Mr. coverley
Mr. Graham
Mr. Guthrie
Mr. Hawke
Mr. J. Hegney
Mr. W. Bogner
Mr. Hoar
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Lawrence
Mr. May

Mr. Abbott
Mr. Brand
Dame P. Cardell-ol
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Doney
Mr. Grayden
Mr. Griffith
Mir. Beamnan
Mr. Hill
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Mann
Mr. Manning

Ayes.
Mir. O'Brien

.... .... 23

... ... 24

taken

1

Ayes.
Mr. Mc~ulloch
Mr. Moir
Mr. Needham
Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Read
Mr. Rodoreda,
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Styat
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Kelly

Noes.
Mr. MeLarty
Mr. Nalder

Lver Mr. Ninimo
Mr. North
Mr. Oldfietd
Mr. Owen
Mr. Perking
Mr. Thorn
Mr. Totterdell
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. Bovell

pairn.
NOes

Mr. Ackland

Amendment thus negatived.

£ Teller.)

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move
an amendment-

That in line I of Subolause (5) of
proposed new Section 12 the letter
"a" in brackets thus: "(a)," be struck
out.

Amendment put and passed.
Mr. J. HEGNEY: I move an amend-

ment-
That in line 3 of sub-paragraph (1)

of paragraph (a) of Subelause (5) of
proposed new Section 12 before the
wvord "consent" the word "written"
be inserted.

This is not a controversial amendment
and if I succeed with it I propose to
move similarly In other clauses.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I oppose
the amendment for the reason that It
will delay the business of the board. Sup-
pose the board is meeting at the abattoirs
and it wants a decision from the Minister,
surely the chairman could ring the Min-
ister at his office and obtain a decision.

Mr. May: Suppose the Minister was
not in his office?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
chairman would have to find the Minister
if he wanted a ministerial decision.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: The Minister had
better have another look at the amend-
ment.

The Attorney General: The Minister
is not usually asked to put things in
writing.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Attorney Gen-
eral has not read the amendment, either.

The ?MNISTER FOR LAMDS: When a
verbal decision is made by a Minister it
is generally confirmed by minute after-
wards. If I agree to the amendment it
will mean that when an urgent decision
is required and the chairman is able to
contact the Minister by telephone he will
have to say, "I want this in writing."
which will have to be done.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I am disappointed
with the Minister's attitude, because this
is a reasonable amendment and it Is im-
portant to move it in other parts of the
Bill.

The Attorney General: Do you not
trust the Minister?

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: It Is not a question
of trusting a Minister.

Mr. J. HEONEY: Of course I trust
the Minister; we trust all of them until
they are found out. This amendment
will not affect the present Minister be-
cause he will not be in office when it Is
operative.

(Teller.) The Minister for Lands: Do not talk
like that.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: If I am successful
with this amendment I propose to move
consequential amendments to ot h er
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clauses. The Minister's consent should
be In writing and the Minister for Lands
has admitted that in practice a minute
would be placed in the file. If that is
so, the amendment would make it man-
datory that a minute should be placed on
the file. For the information of the
Members of the board such a minute
would be valuable.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: On fur-
ther consideration, seeing that the clause
deals with specific circumstances. I shall
accept the amendment.

Amendment put and passed.
On motion by Mr. J. Hegney, proposed

new Subsection (5) (a) (v) consequen-
tially amended by inserting the word
"written" before the word "consent."

On motion by the Minister for Lands,
proposed new Subsection (5) (a) (vi)
amended by striking out the words "sub-
ject to the succeeding paragraphs of this
subsection."

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move
an amendment-

That in proposed new Subsection
(5), paragraph (b) be struck out.

Hon. J. T. TONSIN: This amendment
is in accordance with the ideas expressed
on this side of the Chamber, and Is the
sole instance, with the exception of the
Minister's agreeing to Insert the word
"written," of the Government's having
shown any regard for the arguments ad-
vanced by us. The amendment will be
a definite improvement to the Bill.

Amendment put and passed.
On motion by the Minister for Lands,

paragraphs (c). (d) and (e) of proposed
new Subsection (5) struck out.

On motion by Mr. J. Hegney, proposed
new Section 13 (1) and (2) and proposed
new Section 15 (2) (vii) consequentially
amended by inserting the word "written"
before the word "consent."

Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments and the

report adopted.
Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Council-

BILLS (3)-RETURNED.
1. Alsatian Dog Act Amendment.
2, Western Australian Marine Act

Amendment.
3, Electoral Act Amendment.

Without amendment.

ORDER OF BUSINESS.
As to Consideration o/ War Service Land
Settlement Select Committees Report.

MMR. HOAR (Warren) [8.9]: I move-

That consideration of Items Nos.
3 to 9 be postponed until after the
consideration of No. 10. (Considera-
tion of Select Committee's Report on
War Service Land Settlement).

I am reluctant to take this step, but as
a result of the Premier's reply to a ques-
tion I asked about opportunity -to con-
sider the Select Committee's report. I have
no option. So far as I could Judge, his
answer was in the negative. When we
consider that only a few weeks ago the
Premier promised the Leader of the Op-
position that all items on the notice paper
at that time would be dealt with, one must
view with alarm the reply given by the
Premier this afternoon.

Something like £12,000,000 of public
money has been spent on war service land
settlement. A Select Committee was ap-
pointed by the House to make exhaustive
inquiry into the administration of the
scheme and the operations of the Act.
After we have given four weeks of hard
work in country districts and great thought
to every aspect of war service land settle-
mnent, it is most unfair to find that the
report of the Select Committee will prob-
ably not be discussed. Unless I can get
a definite assurance from the Premier at
this moment that the matter will be given
full consideration before the conclusion
of the session, I propose to Proceed with
my motion.

THE PREMILER (Hon. D. R. McLarty-
(Murray) [6.11] T[his motion aim-
ing at altering the Government no-
tice paper is a most extraordinary
one for a private member to move.
I can just imagine what the Leader
of the Opposition would say if he occupied
my place and a similar proposal were
made. He would most certainly oppose it
and see that it was defeated. In my
long association with the House, I have
never known of such an attempt to alter
the notice paper, and particularly now
when efforts are being made to bring the
session to a close.

Let members look at the notice paper
and see for themselves. One or two other
important Items will have to be dealt with,
Including the Council's amendments to the
Workers' Compensation Act, and some Hills
have gone to the Council and might need
further consideration on their return.

Hon E. Nulsen: We could sit next week,
could we not?

The PREMIER:, It has been the invari-
able practice to fix a closing date and,
once that date has been agreed upon, it
has been adhered to. If we sat next week
doubtless there would be a request to sit
still another week. I have done my best
to afford members an opportunity of full
discussion on the Estimates. There were
complaints that Insufficient time had been
given to members to discuss the Estimates,
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which are most important to them. Be-
cause of that, Ministers have gone to con-
siderable trouble to prepare their esti-
mates in full and give members all possible
information.

When I fixed the notice paper-I did
not think the Abattoirs. Eml would occa-
sion so mnuch debate-I had in mind to
give the Leader of the Opposition an
opportunity to speak on-the Loan Bill, and
I am disappointed that he has not been
able to speak on that Bill much sooner.
When we consider the Important matters
on the notice paper, I would not be Justi-
field In saying that the member for Warren
should take precedence with his motion.
The House will be sitting tomorrow, and
I shall discuss with the Leader of the
Opposition what the hours of sitting should
be. I think I can give the member for
Warren an assurance that his motion will
be discussed, but when, I cannot say. I
do not know how much further debate
there will be on the Estimates, and there
are some important departments yet to
be dealt with, including Railways, Mines
and Agriculture.

Hon J. T. Tonkin: And Housing.
Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Will the Premier

give an assurance that the matter will be
discussed and that a vote will be taken?

The PREMIER: What is this, a vote of
censure on the Goverrnent?

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: I was speaking
of the item for the consideration of the
Select Committee's report, not the motion
now being moved by the member for
Warren.

The PREMIE: If that matter Is dis-
cussed, I suppose a vote will have to be
taken.

Hon, A. R. 0. Hawke: I was tricked on
the same principle nine or 12 months ago.

The PREMIER: On what?
Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: On the same sort

of thing, a discussion was allowed, but
no vote wats taken.

The PREMI3ER: What was that on?
Ron. A. R. G. Hawke:* I think it was

on the motion dealing with steel.
Sitting suspended Irom 6.15 to 7.30 pa.
The PREMIER: It looks as though the

time to deal with Item 10 will have to be
made available tomorrow. I am hoping
we will get a fair way through the notice
paper tonight, and I mean to consult with
the Leader of the Opposition later with a
view to determining what the hours of sit-
ting shall be tomorrow. If we are going
to sit in the morning, as I1 shall suggest
to him, I shall not go until a late hour
this evening; that is if we make reason-
able progress with the notice paper. This
will enable time to be given tomorrow for
the consideration of the motion. I give
the undertaking to the hon. member that
the motion will be dealt with tomorrow.

HON. A. R. 0. HAWKE (Northam)
[7.33): I have no intention of delaying the
debate on this matter, but I would like
to have from the Premier a clear under-
standing of what he means by the use of
the words "dealt with tomorrow." If the
Premier means by those words that he
will allow the matter to be debated and a
vote taken on the motion which is already
on the notice paper in the name of the
member for Warren, I shall be satisfied.

The Premier: You do not want me to
say that the motion will not be amended,
or anything like that.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: No.
The Premier: All right.

MR. HOAR (Warren-in reply) [1.34):-
In view of the explanation by the Premier,
which is vastly different from his answer
to the question this afternoon, I ask leave
to withdraw the motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

BILL-BRANDS ACT AMENDMENT.
Council's Amendments.

Schedule of seven amendments made by
the Council now considered.

In Committee.
Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Minister

for Lands in charge of the Bill.
No. 1.
Clause 11, page 6-Delete the numeral

one in brackets thus "(1)," In line 15.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I think

we can agree to this amendment. I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 2.
Clause 11., page 6-Delete the numeral

two in brackets thus "(9I)" in line 20 and
substitute the following:-

(c) the owner shall mark with his
registered brand or earmark-

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The ex-
planation of the amendment is that the
producer wants the right to brand as well
as to earmark. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and Passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
NO. 3.
Clause 14, page 7-After the word

"branded" in line 11 insert the words "or
earmarked."
No. 4.

Clause 14, page 7-After the word
"branded" in line 15 insert the words "or
earmarked."
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No. 5.
Clause 17, page 8-After the word

"brand" in lfne 12, insert the words "or
earmark."

NO. 6.
Clause 17, page 8-After the word

"branded" in line 19, add the words "or
earmarked."

No. 7.
Clause 18, page 8--After the word

"branded" in line 26, insert the words "'or
earmarked."

On motions by the Minister for Lands.
the foregoing amendments were agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILL-LOAN, £19,627,000.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. A. R. G. HAWKE (Northam)
[7.40]: I do not propose to debate the
contents of the Bill, which I support. I
intend to reserve my views regarding the
loan position and the estimates covering
loan expenditure until the Loan Estimates
themselves are again before us for con-
sideration.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Comm itteec.
Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Premier In

charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1 to 5-agreed to.
Schedule:
Mr. J. HEGNEY: Provision is made in

Item 5 for £50,000 for the Bassendean
marshalling yards, Including land resump-
tions. A few days ago I asked whether
the line is to proceed through Belmont. I
have been informed by the Minister that
in view of the development at Kwinana,
the Government is now awaiting a report
by Mr. Dumas, the Director of Works, and
Mr. Brisbane. People rang me this Morn-
ing in connection with the matter, wanting
to know when a decision would be made.
I understand that quite a deal of excava-
tion work has been done at Bassendean.
and I am wondering whether the £50,000
is to cover the work that has already been
done, and the compensation that is to be
made to the people who lived in the Has-
sendean marshalling yards area, or whether
works are to continue. I realise the Premier
is at a disadvantage inasmuch as the
Minister representing the Minister for
Railways is not present. The Premier
might have some Information for me when
we come to the Loan Estimates.

The PRE~IIER: I -would prefer the
hon. member to raise this question when
we are dealing with the Loan Estimates.

I will note what he said and see what
answers can be given, but I doubt
whether much additional information is
available.

Mr. NEEDHAM: I want to deal with
the item concerning electricity and gas
supplies. On two or three occasions I
have called the Minister's attention to
the inequitable system of charging con-
sumers of electricity and gas the increased
rate retrospectively over the quarter, I
asked a series of questions on the point
and when speaking to the Works Esti-
mates the Minister did not even have the
courtesy to reply to my query. Does he
intend to continue this practice of charg-
Ing the Increased rates, or will he come
into line with other people and remember
that when the basic wage is adjusted it
is not paid retrospectively?

The mnU1STER FOR WORKS; I did
not deliberately ignore the hon. member's
query. Some accounts are issued quarterly
and others monthly, and if adjustments
have to be made so that consumers pay
along the line suggested by the hon,
member, a good deal of expense and many
difficulties would be involved. But I am
prepared to discuss this matter further
with the general manager with a view
to satisfying myself on the point raised.

Mr. MAY: Can the Premier give me
some information in regard to Item No.
8? Does this include work that has been
'completed or work that is still to be done?
I understand that four miles -if railway
have been completed and, if the money
is for that, I can understand it. But
if it is to be expended for further work,
I would like the Premier to give some
explanation, because I understand that
Western Collieries are in a position to
supply their own funds so far as develop-
ment is concerned.

The PREMIER: I will give the hon.
member an explanation when speaking
to the Loan Estimates because I cannot
give it to him off-hand.

Mr. SEWEUi: There is an item cover-
ing harbour and river improvements and
I notice that Albany, Bunbury, Cockburn
Sound harbour works and Fremantle
harbour works are mentioned, but there
is nothing about improvement or main-
tenance of the Geraldton harbour. is
there any possibility of money being spent
on the Geraldton harbour in she next
year? Certain improvements must take
place there and it has been alleged that
the harbour is not safe for shipping. Can
the Minister give me any explanation?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As the
hon. member knows, certain soundings
and investigations were made in Gerald-
ton harbour this year. Still further in-
vestigation is necessary, but I cannot
give any undertaking that money will be
spent at Geraldton on the actual harbour
work. We will proceed with the investiga-
tion but the problem is the reef which
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exists at the mouth of the harbour. Our Mr. ACKLAND: There is an item of
aim at present is to take thorough sound-
ings in order that a decision can be
made.

Mr. GUTHRIE: Item No. 25 refers to
public buildings and in this evening's
issue of the "Daily News" there is an
item concerning Eunbury. I have re-
peatedly requested that the school be
renovated and I asked Mr. O'Mahony to
make a visit. The result of his visit is
published in tonight's "Daily News" and
the item reads--

Bunbury, Thurs: At a meeting of
the senior school Patents and Citi-
zen's Association president Mrs. Ken
Edwards described one of the school-
rooms as deplorable.

If it were in a private home, she
said, the home would be condemned.

Mrs. Edwards said that the chief
administrative officer E. O'Mahony
had visited the school on Tuesday
and had seen for himself its ex-
tremely bad condition.

"There was the usual story about
materials and money," said Mrs. Ed-
wards.

Mr. O'Mahony had suggested that
the association write to the Minister
for Education stressing the urgency
of the need for repairs to the school.

Another member of the association
who had inspected the room said that.-
the walls were in a terrible state.

Has the Premier any money to spend
on the school, which is In a deplorable
state? Apparently we are not to have
a new school and I want to know whether
something will be done about the exist-
ing building.

The PREMIER: Bunbury is one of the
towns, in common with others, that needs
improved school accommodation. Despite
the fact that record sums of money are
being spent in trying to do something for
schools in many parts of the State, there
is still an urgent need in a number of
districts. Just what money will be pro-
vided for the Eunbury school, I do not
know. I listened to the item read by
the bon. member and it seems that some-
thing will have to be done urgently, but
I suppose there are a number of other
members in this Chamber who could stand
up and tell similar hard-luck stories.

Members: Hear, hear!
The PREMIER: And probably tell us

that promises were made and made in
good faith that additions or new schools
would be provided. Education is one of
the highest priorities as Loan money be-
comes available, and I can only hope that
the school at Eunbuny will receive early
attention. When the Loan Estimates are
under discussion I suggest that the hon.
member ask for information from the
Minister for Education.

£25,000 for development of agriculture.
Apparently Parliament does not realise
that an expenditure of £19,000,000 on all
these other items is useless unless we get
something to pay the interest and sinking
fund as it become due. The whole pros-
perity of the State Is wrapped up in agri-
culture and nothing else. Here we have
electricity and gas supply. £775,000; har-
bour and river improvements, £1,420,000;
water supply and sewerage, £2,060,000.
Then we come down to development of
agriculture, £25,000. In the advertise-
ment for the 16th Security Loan people
were asked to subscribe in order to de-
velop more farms in Western Australa.

The PREMIER: I agree with what the
member for Moore has said, and if he
looks back over the year I think he will
admit that active steps have been taken
in regard to agriculture. Only the other
day I had the privilege of opening a new
research station at Wokalup which will
prove of value to every part of the State.
We have encouraged research in every
possible direction and, as the hon. mem-
ber knows, experimental work is being
carried out in the Esperance Plain area.
I am anxious to get up to the member for
Moore's own district to see the develop-
ment that is taking place on what are
generally referred to as light lands in the
Midland area. He knows of the tre-
mendous programme of land development
going on in this State at the moment-
I should say the most extensive plan of
land development that has ever taken
place in the history of this State.

Ron. A. R. G. Hawke: That Is not so.
The PREMIER: I would say it is the

most vigorous policy yet adopted.
Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: I am talking

about the greatest, not the most vigorous.
The PREMIER: I would say the

greatest, including group settlement.
Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: Greater than

group settlement?
The PREMIER: Yes, a much larger

area of land.
Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: In regard to area.

but not in regard to number of new set-
tlers.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, there are
800-odd on properties. There were not
800 under group settlement?

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: Yes, many more.
The PREMIER: I am not saying that

there are more settlers being put on the
land than in the days of group settlement,
but they are being put on the land under
sounder conditions.

Mr. Yates: And they are much more
satisfied.

The PREMIER: Yes. The development
of land settlement today Is much sounder,
and It should be because of our experience.
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Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Of course it
should. It must not be forgotten that
marketing conditions today are much bet-
ter than they were a few years after the
group settlement scheme started.

The PREMIER: I do not deny that.
We know what happened to primary pro-
ducers when they struck that period of
low and unpayable prices. I am in full
sympathy with the member for Moore
when he says that money should be pro-
vided for the encouragement of agriculture
in this State. We are trying to do what
w e c a n toa encourage agricultural
scientists. We have more of them em-
ployed today than previously. I know the
hon. member will agree that scientists
and research officers have done great
work in the interests of agriculture in this
State.

Mr. Ackland: It would be better If i
were possible to get more, of them to
live in the country.

The PREMIER: We are trying to do
that also. We are endeavouring to station
them in different parts of the State, and
that policy will be continued as far as
possible. A lot of these young people get
their diplomas in agriculture at the Uni-
versity, and I think we should try to
keep them In Western Australia and allow
them to continue the valuable research
work which means so much to the State.

Mr. SEWELL: I would like the
Treasurer and the Minister to let me
know whether, in the amount set aside for
country water supplies, is Included a sum
sufficient to enlarge the mhain from the
summit tanks from Wicherina to Gerald-
ton, to make sure that we get a reasonable
water supply in that town. The other
night the minister informed me that there
was no necessity to continue with the
rising main because they did not have a
pump, and if they did have a pump the
pipe from the summit tank at Geraldton
would not take any Increase in water
because it is up to its maximum now. I
would like to know whether any of this
amount of £475,000 is to be earmarked to
enlarge that main.

The PREMIER: I have not the items
with me in connection with every depart-
ment, but I will try to give him the In-
formation if he asks for It on the Loan
Estimates.

Mr. RODOREDA: I notice an amount
of £50,000 set aside for the development
of mining. I do not know about com-
parisons with previous years. but that
seems to me a very small amount Indeed,
and I doubt whether any of the money
has been allocated to the development
or assistance of mining in the North-West.

Hon. E. Nulsen: Is It not all for coal?
Mr. RODOREDA: I ain endeavouring

to find out what It is all about. I suppose
the Premier 'will have the details and will
be able to inform me whether any of the
money has been allocated to the assist-

ance of mining in th 3 North-West. For
the last five or six months I have been
endeavouring to get a loan of £2,500 for
the Partial payment of a treatment bat-
tery or plant on the leadfield at Koollne.
If this amount could be granted, it
would mean the employment of from 80
to 100 extra men on that field: but I
have had no luck whatever. The depart-
ment's inspector, who looked at the pro-
position, said that undoubtedly the field
could carr more men than it does now.
But there is no treatment plant there.
While I do not suggest that the Govern-
ment should put one there because of the
isolation of this area and the repairs.
etc., that would require to be done, I feel
that it should make a loan of £2,500 to
help a syndicate to install that plant. It
would be money well spent. The Minister
for Mines says there is no money avail-
able; surely the amount could be found
somewhere.

I would like the Premier to talk to the
Minister for Mines about it because this
is as big as any lead field in the State.
they have been left to their own re-
sources and have had to build their own
roads and install their own water supply,
and build their own air strips. etc. In
the last few months I would say there
were about 80 or 90 people there; men,
women and children. This money could
be given on a pound-for-pound basis, to
install a treatment plant which is almost
ready to run. I am told there are no
prospects on the field at Gallena; the men
who are working there have picked the
eyes out of it, put the lead in drums
and sent it away. What else can the
prospector do? The money would only
be a& loan and would be repaid. It is a
pity that this Government, which makes
out that It is so interested In the North-
West. will not give this field a chance
to prove itself. I hope the Premier will
see what can be done.

The PREMIER: The member for Pit-
bara says he requested the Mines Depart-
ment for a loan of £2,500 and that it was
rejected. I can only conclude the mnatter
has been given full consideration and that
the department considered the proposal
not to be sound. If there are reason-
able prospects in regard to mining, I do
not care whether it be gold, lead, silver
or any other mineral I think it Is worth
while for the Government to assist, and
make the money available. But State
money cannot be used indiscriminately.
It is useless to provide money for certain
mining ventures that have no Prospect
of success, and the Mines Department
has to look at it from that point of view.

Mr. BUTCHER:- They have not got the
money available. I had that pointed out
to me only a fortnight ago. When I ap-
pied for assistance for certain projects.
the Assistant Under Secretary mentioned
that It would be granted immediately,
if the money were available.
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The PREMIER: I can Imagine that is
so. If the proposition were considered
reasonable, the money would be provided.
Mining generally is a great decentraliser,
and I agree that every possible assistance
should be given to keeping mining areas
in operation and helping to retain the
population there. But the difficulties are
known to members. I will have another
look at this matter, but the bon. member
knows there has been a drop in the price
of lead which would make some difference
to any proposition placed before the Gov-
ernment where help was required.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: When the
Premier took the Bill into Committee, I
had an Idea we were proceeding back to
front, and the debate now taking place
confirms that idea. I think we should
have debated the Loan Estimates after
the Treasurer had introduced his Loan
Bill, and the Committee stages of the Loan
Bill should have been left over until the
Loan Estimates were completed.

The Premier: I was anxious to get the
Loan Bill to the Upper House.

Hon. A. It. 0. HAWKE: I can appreci-
ate that. I suggest that before the third
reading of the Bill is passed, we discuss
and approve the Loan Estimates. It seems
to me that the Legislative Council would
not take long over the Loan Bill.

The Premier: I do not know; some-
times they do.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: There is a
danger, with the present procedure. We
might pass this Bill, and the Council might
also pss it. and yet somte of the items on
the Loan Estimates could be defeated in
this Chamber. That would create a diffi-
cult situation. Therefore I suggest to the
Premier that we complete the Committee
stage and then bold the third reading
until the Loan Estimates have been con-
sidered and decided.

The Treasurer was not in a position to
give us any details of the allocation of the
amount of loan money to be provided this
year for "The Development of Gold-
fields and Mineral Resources." He will be
able to give us that information when the
debate on the Loan Estimates takes place.
Members who are interested in the ques-
tion of the expenditure of loan moneys
on ining should look at page 78 of the
Public Accounts where they would find
some extraordinary information. At page
78 of the document we find that Loan
money to the extent of £256,535 16s. Ild.
was expended during the last financial
year. If we look further down the page
we find that of that total amount, funds
were expended in the following direc-
tions:-

Tin mining ..
Lead mining
Gold mining
Coal mining

f s. d.
4,281 1 1

... 1,615 16 3
... 9.976 9 3
... 238,248 3 0

If we look still further down the page we
find that the £238,248 for coalmining was
all given to Amalgamated Collieries LWd.

The Premier: Not given!
Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: it was on loan.
Mr. Yates: That is not a gift.
Hon. A. R. G, HAWKE: I did not say

it was a gift. It was given by way of loan.
I am not concerned about the security at
all. I arm drawing attention to the tre-
mnendously one-sided expenditure of the
total amount of Loan funds available for
mining purposes.

The Premier : The hon. member knows
of the absolutely urgent need for coal. He
knows we had to keep Industry going. We
must have electric lighting and the rail-
ways must be kept working.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I know all that,
and more as well.

The Premier: I know you do.
Mr. Moir: it does not matter that the

goidmining industry is slowly dying!
The Premier: Yes, it does.
Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKCE: Indeed it does

not. Out of the expenditure of £254,000
this year on the development of mining,
£;238,000 has been devoted to one company
for coaimining Purposes compared with
£9,000 for goldmining, £1,000 for leadmin-
lng and £4,000 for tinmining.

Mr. Yates: There are different cir-
cumstances.

Hon. A. It. 0. HAWKE: Recently I
had an opportunity to travel through the
North-Eastern and Murchison Goldfields.
What I saw was for the most part a very
saddening spectacle. I saw mines and
towns that had been killed, as it were, be-
cause of inability to obtain some addi-
tional assistance that was necessary.

The Premier: Could Loan moneys be
safely invested Where?

Hon. A. Rt. G. HAWKE: Yes. I say
that the Big Bell mining proposition could
be safely assisted to continue its opera-
tions. At Big Bell there is a complete
township. There are 400 men employed in
the mine and there are good solid build-
ings In the town. There are plenty of
houses there. From all I was able to find
out, the existence of the whole place is
somewhat seriously endangered. How-
ever. I do not want to deal with individual
propositions, but I am somewhat stirred
up, even on a hot evening like this, when
I hear the member for Qascoyne tell us
what he had been told by the Mines De-
partment regarding the advance which he
sought for the development of mining In
the North-West. Similarly, I am stirred
up when I hear the member for Pilbara
telling us the small advance sought by
people in his part of the North-West to
assist further the development of min-
Ing operations in that part of the State.
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I do not desire to debate this question
of the expenditure of Loan moneys by the
present Government on mining develop-
ment on the Bill now before the House,
because I propose to deal with it fully on
the Loan Estimates. There is something
radically wrong with the allocation of
Loan funds available for the development
of mining, and the production of minerals
in this State, when out of the total ex-
penditure of E254,000, no less than £238,000
goes to one company by way of a loan ad-
vance to do something about the produc-
tion of coal. If that company were the
only one operating at Collie, there might
be a gleam of justification for what has
been done.

The Premier: Other companies have
been helped.

Hon. A. Rt. G. HAWKE: There is no
mention of that.

The Premier: They were assisted.
Hon. A. Rt. G. HAWKE: There may have

been some guarantees of bank overdrafts.
The Premier: That amounts to the same

thing.
Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I would have

thought that Amalgamated Collieries
would not need to dig so deeply into the
loan resources of the Government at a
time when there are so many directions
In the State now where there is need of
financial assistance.

The Premier: The hon. member knows
that Amalgamated Collieries Ltd. pro-
duces by far the greatest amount of coal,
and the money has been provided for the
mechanisation of the mines.

Hon. A. Rt. 0. HAWKE: I would imagine
that a tremendous amount of coal would
be produced with this assistance. Surely
to goodness a company of the financial
strength of Amalgamated Collieries Ltd.
should be able to raise Its own require-
ments without dipping into Government
Loan Funds!

The Premier: I do not think it could
do so.

Hon. A. ft. G. HAWKE: I am positive
it could.

The Premier: No mechanisation, much
less coal.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: I am convinced
that there should be a very searching
Inquiry into the general situation. I am
tremendously keen that the Premier should
have, when we are discussing the Loan
Estimates later this evening or perhaps
tomorrow, a detailed explanation of how
the Loan funds to be used this year for
the developments of mining are to be allo-
cated. If It Is proposed again this year
to allocate the Loan funds available for
mining purposes upon the same basis as
last year, I shall do everything in my
power in this House to see that that part
of the Loan Estimates is considerably al-
tered. It seems to me it would be most

[1021

unjust for members to agree to an allo-
cation such as that which took place last
year. Therefore. I trust that members
will consider the details on page '78 of
the Public Accounts for the last financial
Year. because I think that page in itself
is indeed a "Book of Revelations."

Mr. RODOREDA: I wholly agree with
the attitude adopted by the Leader of the
Opposition because there is the same tend-
ency in this year's Estimates. I note that
once more the bulk of the funds available
are to be given to Amalgamated Colleries
Ltd. Surely to goodness some money could
be found for the assistance of outside pro-
ducers!I We know the enormous sums of
money that have been made available so
easily for the establishment of a rolling
mill at Kwinana, which will employ, I
suppose, some 300 men. I could give the
Premier a guarantee that financial assist-
ance to a leadmine would result in the
employment of 200 to 300 men within the
next three years; but when assistance is
sought for that purpose, the department
says there is no prospect of the money
being made available. Yet when money
has been advanced to this particular
show the whole amount of the advance
has been repaid and that small min-
ing field at Kooline produced lead value4
at U1iO.000 last year. That is worthy of
some consideration.

It is ridiculous to say that no money
can be provided when we can see hum-
dreds of thousands of pounds made avail-
able in other directions. 'In this year's
Estimates the Western Mining Corpora-
tion is to be provided witha funds to put
in a siding at Bullfinch. Surely to good-
ness that company, with all its assets,
could provide its own siding! That com-
pany is given assistance while the pro-
ducers in the outback country cannot get
it. The Premier and the Minister for
Mines give lip service to their desire to
help the back-country producer of min-
erals, but do nothing practical. Let me
read a letter I have received from J. A.
Johnston & Sons, who are engaged in
producing tin in the North, and, as mem-
bers know, tin will bring in dollars, if
only it can be exported. Here is what
they say-

There are only two tin producing
centres in the State-one at Green-
bushes........

The other, of course is J. A. Johnston &
Sons' show at Shaw River.

....Over the last two years we have
produced more tin than they have ...

That Is the Greenbushes concern.
...but they have probably re-

ceived more money than we have.
That little show in the North-West has
produced more than the show at Green-
bushes, yet the latter has been able to get
more money than others who are working
in the far North. To continue-
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Here's why. If your product con-
tains more than 3 per cent, of tanta-
lite you can get a license to export,
and Greenbushes can do this and we
can't.

The position is that they have all
the benefits of low costs, adequate
transport and plenty of labour, to say
nothing of climatic and living con-
ditions and get the benefit Of World
markets as well.

We get everything in the neck in
our efforts to produce, including as
much as 200 per cent. transport costs,
on top of the things that are necessary
to carry on the job and then Mr.
Abbott regulates the price of our pro-
duct through price control.

I may interpolate that, in answer to ques-
tions I put to him, the Attorney General
told me today that the price of tin was not
controlled. I do not know how long that
position has obtained. To quote from the
letter again-

Pity he doesn't control the trans-
port costs as well. If Queensland can
permit their tin people to sell on world
markets....

I believe that is a fact.
...what have they got that Abbott

has not? Except, of course, some con-
cern for the whole of its State. When
you see people like MeLarty and his
crowd proposing to develop the North-
West with about a million a year and
that £25,000,000 is not enough for the
other eighth of the State, it seems to
me that It is about time we all left this
end and got down there to jump on
the band wagon.

They also say-
Although things are going more than

well here (our production for the year
will be well over 50 tons)....

That is a very considerable quantity for
a little back-country show, yet it Is not
allowed to export Its commodity.

. . . . it seems to be that I just can-
not reconcile the attitude of the pre-
sent Government with the efforts of
people like Handeock, Moore, the
Kooline crowd and ourselves.

That is what these people are doing in
the far North under most adverse con-
ditions. When I approached the depart-
ment for a miserable little loan to help
them along, it just can't be done. The
letter also says--

I doubt if ever a small body of men
have made a greater effort to send
this end of the State along under
the conditions of the day than these
people.

That is typical of the experience of people
in the North-West. Nothing is done to
help them, particularly as regards mining.

I hope that now I have brought the matter
under the notice of the Premier, he will
see if something can be done, even if he
has to spend some of the winning bets tax
to provide some financial assistance for the
people outback. It is terribly important
to them. We have a chance of 300
people being found work on the pro-
duction of lead at Kooline by concerns
that have paid their way and will prob-
ably increase production this year to about
£:260,000 worth of lead.

Mr. MOIR: I too must take this
opportunity of adding my remarks
to those of the previous speakers in
regard to the inadequacy of the money
made available for goldmining. I agree
with the remarks of my leader. I would
go further and say that the money to be
made available for goldmining in relation
to the amount expended in advances to
the coalmining companies is nothing short
of a scandal-absolutely! We are con-
fronted with the Position that the gold-
mining industry over a great portion of the
goldfields is dying on its feet. This in-
dustry, which has been so important to the
economy of the State, is evidently to be
allowed to strangle slowly to death for
want of assistance.

Not only does that apply to goldinining
but to other minerals that are to be found
through a large area of our gold-bearing
country. People are not encouraged to
develop Payable concerns, because they are
confronted with the Problem of high ex-
penses in the initial cost of machinery.
One would think that a Government that
had any regard for the importance of this
industry would be prepared to make money
available to bona fie people ready to go
into those areas and develop that country.

It has been remarked by the Premier
that mining is a great factor in de-
centralisation. If that fact is realised, why
is this industry not given a higher priority
when it comes to disbursing funds? It
almost makes one's hair stand on end to
see the amount of money made available
for undertakings in the metropolitan area
as compared with the miserable sums pro-
vided for metalliferous mining. The Leader
of the Opposition mentioned Big Bell.
That is a place that, so far as employ-
ment and the economy of the State are
concerned, is far more important than the
Swinana steel rolling mill project that was
debated in this House. There are more
men employed there today than will ever
be employed in the steel rolling mill, and
that one mine is far more important to
this State than the steel rolling mill will be.

The Premier: We are trying to do some-
thing about Big Bell. The Minister for
Mines has spoken to me several times dur-
ing the last few days: but, unfortunately,
with all the pressure of business I have not
been able to give time to the matter. As
soon as we rise,!I hope to do so.
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Mr. MOfI: I am very pleased to hear
that. I recall that either early this year
or late last year there was mention in
the Press of the fact that the Big Bell
Company had made representations to
the Government. Then a pall of silence
seemed to fall over the whole business
and the next thing we who are closely
associated with the industry knew was
that the mine was being put on a salvage
basis. There is no hiding these facts, be-
cause, in mining, development must be
carried on ahead of where production is
coming from.

At Big Bell it is the practice to sink the
shaft 200 feet-we call it taking a 200
foot lift-to develop the mine. If that is
not done ahead, the ore reserves obtain-
able are depleted and the mine has to
close down. I am pleased to hear from the
Premier that the matter Is under con-
sideration. However, Big Bell is only one
spot In quite a large area, and the Gov-
ernment should 'give consideration to
making money available to smaller con-
cerns and not to companies like the West-
ern Mining Corporation which Is receiving
assistance to put in a siding.

That is a wealthy company and has
spent a lot of money, for which I give It
credit. It has recently brought into pro-
duction a mine at Bullfinch and has spent
£1,500,000 without any return at all.
Nevertheless, money should be advanced
to the smaller people who have not the
large resources behind them and who are
Prepared to go out and develop mineral
deposits In distant parts of the State
where there would be no population at all
if those minerals did not exist and people
were not willing to go and work them.
They should be assisted In that work and
they have every right to look to the Gov-
ernment for that assistance. I hope the
Government will give serious considera-
tion to altering Its policy completely so
far as nmetalliferous; mining is concerned,
especially in view of the tremendous as-
sistance that has been given to coalinining.

When the goldminlng motion was de-
bated, I made reference to the figures on
Page 78 of the Public Accounts. It was
then pointed out that so far as the gold-
mining industry was concerned all that
was needed to put it on a prosperous
basis was a rise in the price of gold. That
same argument could be raised in relation
to coal. In the same circumstances there
would be no need to make advances to
the coalmining companies to the extent
shown in the Accounts.-£238.248 last
year and, in the last three years. a total
of £297,543 6s. 6d. Those amounts have
been advanced to Amalgamated Collieries.
That would have been obviated entirely
If the companies had been given an in-
crease in the price of coal and the people
who use the coal had paid for it. That
would be better than advancing money to
companies out of Loan Funds which are

obtained, in the last analysis, from the tax-
payers. That money would have been far
better spent in the interests of the State
if it had been advanced to people engaged
in metalliferous mining.

Mr. MAY: I am not at all sur-
prised -that criticism has arisen in
regard to the information contained In the
Public Accounts as affecting the coal-
mining industry, and particularly Amalga-
mated Collieries. That company arose
out of the amalgamation of five coalmines,
in 1920. As a matter of fact, there was
no other coalmining company in existence
at the time. It was much later In the
1920's when the Griffin company started,
and it commenced In a very small way.
It consisted of shareholders who were
employees in the mine and who used to
contribute so much of their wages every
fortnight to purchase shares.

Over the years during which Amalga-
mated Collieries has held sway in the
coalmining Industry in this State, It has
had plenty of time and opportunity to
provide a reserve to enable It to find
at least half the expenditure involved in
a change from hand-mining to mechanisa-
tion. What did Amalgamated Collieries
do with Its profits? I will tell the Pre-
mier. It opened up subsidiary companies
In the metropolitan area. Instead of the
profits being shown in correct balance
sheets they were put Into tile manufacture
and that sort of silly business. That was
done to water down the profits that had
been made over the years.

The Premier: inh what tile manufacture
Is the company interested?

Mr. MAY: The Calyx Company is one.
That is where a lot of the money went,
and a lot went to other subsidiary com-
panies. Since permission was given to
the company to start open-cut mining It
has lost all interest in its deep mines,
and if it had not been for the little kick
we have been able to give, I doubt whether
it would be producing any deep-mine coal
at all today. 'Every year I have ventilated
this matter in this House, but nobody
toDok any notice until these figures were
placed before us. The Information con-
tained In these Public Accounts Justifies
what I have said over the years.

Members can Imagine the profit this
company must have made from its open-
cuts, apart from the deep mines, It has
had almost a complete monopoly of open-
cut coal since the inception. The only
other company that was allowed to develop
an open-cut was Western Collieries, which
produced a profit of over £38,000 last year,
in its very first year of operation. Amal-
gamated Collieries has three open-cute
and five deep mines. That will give mem-
bers some idea of the profits the company
has made. Yet we find that the Govern-
ment has gone to Its assistance to the
extent shown in the Public Accounts. Had
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Amalgamated Collieries continued to de-
velop Its deep mines when it was allowed
to undertake the development of open-
cut coal, things would not have been
nearly so bad as they are today.

It is almost an impossibility to mechanise
the five mines that were taken over by
Amalgamated Collieries in 1920. As a
matter of fact It would have paid the
Government to say to Amalgamated Col-
lieries, "Close down your five coalmjines
completely and do the same as the Griffin
Company and Western Collieries; and open
up brand new mines with complete
mechanisation." But the company was
allowed to go on tinkering with five old
coalmines and in the meantime was given
permission to work open-cut coal, which
suited it down to the ground. As a con-
-sequence, this State has received inferior
coal. It takes almost twice as much to
get the same power with the open-cut as
with the deep-mine coal.

The Attorney General: That is not fac-
tual. I have inquired, and that is all
haywire.

Mr. MAY: It is not.
The Attorney General: Yes it is. I took

the trouble to inquire after your last
statement.

Mr. MAY: If the Attorney General
wants to know something about it I will
tell him.

The Attorney General: I will see you
afterwards.

Mr. MAY: I hope the Attorney General
Is not Inviting me outside, because if he
is he will be on his own. What I am
saying Is correct. Possibly the Attorney
General took a sample from one particular
open-cut.-

The Attorney General: I asked the Min-
ister for Mines and he gave me the figures.

Mr. MAY: I asked for those figures and
they were not given to me. I was told
they were not available. The Minister
representing the Minister for Mines could
not give the B.T.U. value of the open-cut
coal because it was mixed with the deep-
mine coal.

The Attorney General: I have the figure
for the average.

Mr. MAY:. I think the Attorney General
has kept the figures back for some ulterior
purpose.

The Attorney Ceneral; What ulterior
purpose?

Mr. MAY: The Attorney General had
better pull his head in while he is safe.
The people are paying far too much for
electric light and gas, not because the
S.E.C. is inefficient, but because it is re-
ceiving such poor quality coal and must
consequently use twice as much as should
be necessary for the generation of electri-
city.

The Minister for Works: No.

Mr. MAY: The same thing applies to
the railways. Any engineer or fireman
could tell the Minister that coal now be-
ing supplied is worthless.

Mr. Styants: That is why they cannot
run their trains to time.

Mr. MAY: That Is so. The General
Secretary of the Loco Drivers' Union could
give the Attorney General the facts. When
next I ask for information on a, question
such as this, I hope that correct informa-
tion will be given and that the truth will
be told. The public should be told the
truth. In my opinion and that of the
people in Comle who know the facts, there
is no need for all this money to be given
to Amalgamated Collieries. Had that
company used its profits as any ordinary
company would, it would have had quite
sufficient reserves to finance mechanisa-
tion. I agree that it is difficult to
mechanise old mines, but Western Col-
lieries have opened up one mechanisd
mine and are opening up another, and will
soon be able to supply half of the State's
requirements for deep-mine coal

The Minister for Works:, They did not
have the difficulty of trying to mechanise
an old mine.

Mr. MAY: I have already said that the
Mines Department should have told
Amalgamated Collieries to scrap the old
mines and open up and mechanise new
mines. It is ridiculous to waste all this
money on old deep mines that have been
in existence for anything up to 50 years,
particularly as they have been trying to
continue mining operations while instal-
ling the machinery. It just cannot be
done and they have wasted the State's
money wholesale. Had the Government
agreed to the inquiry that I sought I would
have been able to prove to the Attorney
General where the money has gone, and
show that the open-cut coal Is not nearly
of so good a quality as the deep-mine coal.
The Griffin Company is supplying good
coal, but there is some from the open-cuts
being mixed with the deep-mine coal, in-
creasing the ash content and reducing
the calorific value. Some of It is so bad
that it just will not burn and there is a
scheme operating at Collie now under
which they are throwing gravel and every-
thing else into the crusher and the result-
ing mixture is being sold at the one price.
The Coal Distribution Committee should
be given the sack. Any consumer of coal
should be able to approach any company
and order his requirements in the know-
ledge that he would receive good coal
when he paid top price. If that were pos-
sible, the companies could not sell the
open-cut coal, but of course they cannot
supply the amount of deep-mine coal that
is wanted. I hope that what I have said
will gather to me more recruits in MY
campaign against the open-cut mining of
coal at Comle.
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The PREMIER: Tomorrow, when the
Loan Estimates are being discussed, I will
give the reasons why this money has been
made available to Amalgamated Collieries
and will explain the position in regard
to the other companies on the Collie coal-
fields. They have all been assisted by
the Government, either by way of loans
or through guarantees.

Mr. May: That is agreed.
The PREMVIER: Coal is practically the

lifeblood of the State and is necessary to
keep our railways going, to supply electric
power and for many other purposes. This
money is being provided for the mech-
anisation of the mines to bring about the
deep-min-ing of coal about which the
member for Collie is so anxious. Without
mechanisation we would not have been
able to continue deep-mining. I rose
really to ask members if they would agree
to the Loan Bill going through because I
am anxious that the Estimates should be
discussed and that we should deal with
the rents measure which has been re-
turned from sAother place.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Does the Premier
refer to the Revenue Estimates?

The PREMIER: Yes. The Leader of
the Opposition said that the Loan Esti-
mates should have been considered before
the Loan Bill was introduced.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Before it was
finally disposed of.

The PREMIER: I think the Leader of
the Opposition was justified in making
that comment, but this is not a precedent.
The Loan Bill has gone to another place
previously, I find-

Mr. Needham: That does not make it
right.

The PREMIER: No. It has previously
gone to another place before the Loan
Estimates have been finished with. The
Loan Bill makes provision for £19,000,000
and puts that money Into the General
Loan Fund, while the Loan Estimates take
out some £16,000,000. Even if a change
does come about, the Appropriation Bill
enacts all the expenditure under Revenue,
Loan and State Trading Concerns.

Hon. A. H. G. Hawke: Is not the
difference be t we en £:16,000,000 and
£19,000,000 to enable the deficit to be
financed?

The PREMIER: Yes, but even so,
there is this £3,000,000 difference, and if
there has to be an alteration we have still
the Appropriation Bill to come down.
That measure appropriates all revenue
and If any differences are made In regard
to the Estimates, we will require to have
another Appropriation Bill printed. 'Under
the circumstances, I hope the Committee
wmn agree to passing the Loan Bill to-
night in order that it may be sent to an-
other place.

Schedule put and passed.
Title--agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Third Reading.
Bill read a third time and transmitted

to the Council.
BUJL-FREMANTLE ELECTRICITY

UNDERTAKING (PURCHASE
MONEYS) AGREEMENTS.

Councils Amendments.
Schedule of two amendments made by

the Council now considered.
In Committee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair;, the minister
for Works in charge of the Bill.

NO. 1.
New Clause-Add a new clause to stand

as Clause 3 as follows:-
3. An agreement entered into on the

27th day of November, one thousand
nine hundred and fifty-two between
the parties mentioned in section two
of this Act, a copy of which agreement
is set forth in the Third Schedule to
this Act is approved, ratified and con-
firmed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It will
be -recalled that some time ago this Cham-
ber agreed to two Bills relating to the
sale of the electricity undertakings at
Fremantle to the State Electricity Com-
mission. One of those measures ratified
the actual sale and the other ratified the
arrangement between the local authorities
concerned, in regard to the distribution of
the funds, something in which this Gov-
ernment was not directly interested, al-
though it required ratification and con-
firmation by Act of Parliament. It will be
recalled that the member for Fremantle
or one of the representatives of the area
concerned requested that I hold the Bill
here, but that was not necessary and it
was held in another place at the request of
a member there, because at a later stage
it was found that certain difficulties had
arisen between the local authorities con-
cerned, the municipalities of East Fre-
mantle and the City of Fremnantle, and the
Transport Board.

in deference to their wishes the Bill
was held up until an adjustment of the
difficulty could be arrived at. Finally, it
was decided that a. new agreement was
necessary because at this late stage of the
session it was felt that it would be impos-
sible to arrange for a new Bill to be intro-
duced and new schedules included, and
that Instead there should be Included in
the Bill a new clause to supersede the
other agreement and make the adjustment
required by the bodies concerned.

I have had time to look through it and
compare the first aigreement with the one
we are now dealing with and I can see
that there is not a great deal of difference
between them. I understand that dis-
agreement arose regarding the disposal of
some material, such as tram lines, but that
has been cleared up in the new agreement,
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No alteration is being made to the actual
agreement, but the Crown Law Department
felt that by including a new agreement to
supersede the other, Parliament would
have a full legislative record of what had
taken Place. I have the signed agreement
with me. Because it is necessary that
this agreement be ratified and confirmed
before the 31st December I appeal to the
Committee to accept the amendment. I
mnove-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
No. 2.

Page 8-Add af ter the end of the
Second Schedule the following:-

s.3.
Third Schedule.

This indenture made this 27th day
of November one thousand nine hun-
dred and fifty-two between Fre-
mantle Municipal Tramways & Elec-
trio Lighting Board a Board consti-
tuted pursuant to the Fremantle
Municipal Tramways & Electric
Lighting Act, 1903-1946, whose office
and principal place of business Is
situate at William Street, Fremantle,
in the State of Western Australia
(hereinafter with its successors and
assigns referred to as "the Board")
of the one part City of Fremantle
(hereinafter called "the City") of the
second part and Municipality of East
Fremantle (hereinafter called "the
Munilcipality") of the third Part.

Whereas:
(a) Heretofore the Board has

carried on a transport under-
taking and an electrical
undertaking in Fremantle and
district under the powers
vested in It by the Fremantle
Municipal Tranmways & Elec-
tric Lighting Act, 1903-1946
(hereinafter called "the Fre-
mantle Tramways Act").

(b) The Board has sold its elec-
trical undertakings to the
State Electricity Commission
of Western Australia (here-
inafter called "the Commis-
sion") by an agreement dated
the sixteenth day of April,
1952, pursuant to the powers
vested in it by section 6 of
the Oil Refinery Industry
(Anglo-Iranian Oil Company
Limited) Act, 1952.

(c) The CommiSion has agreed
to pay the Board £700,000 for
its electrical undertaking as
follows:-

(1) £100,000 to be paid to
the Board forthwith
on the CommiSion
taking over the elec-
trical undertaking.

(i) The sum of £50,000 by
five equal annual pay-
ments of £10,000 each,
the first of such pay-
ments to be made on
the first day of June,
1952.

(iii) The balance of
£550,000 to be paid on
twelve (12) months'
notice on either side.

(d) The agreement of sale pro-
vides for the payment of in-
terest at the rate of £4 per
cent. per annum but subject
to variation as therein pro-
vided.

(e) The Board intends to con-
tinue carrying on its trans-
port undertaking.

(f) The Fremantle Tramways
Act (section 21) provides for
the division of net profits
derived from the working of
the Board's undertakings in
every year between the city
and the municipality In the
proportions therein set out.

(g) The parties hereto are desir-
ous of making provision for
the use control and safe-
guarding of the said pur-
chase money and interest
thereon.

(hi This indenture makes provi-
Sion for the control of the
sum of £;150,000 of the said
money.

WI Instead of this debenture
making provision for the
control of the balance of

£5000a separate Inden-
ture has been entered into
between the parties hereto
dated the 17th day of April.
1952.

Now therefore, this indenture wit-
nesseth as follows:-

1. This indenture is subject to the
condition that the terms hereof are
ratified and confirmed by Act of
Parliament on or before the 31st day
of December, 1952.

2. The Board shall be entitled at
any time to spend and use the said
deposit of £100,000 as follows:-

(a) On capital purchases for the
Board's transport undertak-
ing and whether real or per-
sonial property.

(b) For discharging and liquid-
ating existing liabilities of
the Hoard.

(c) For discharging and liquidat-
ing future liabilities of theA
Board resulting from con-
tracts or undertakings here-
tofore entered into.
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3. The Board shall pay the said
sum of £50,000 to the City and the
Municipality as and when received
by payments as follows:-

(a) From the first instalment of
£10,000 there shall at once
be deducted the sum of £400
and this amount shall be
paid to the City forthwith
in view of unexpected in-
crease of labour costs of re-
moving rails in the City

* area.
(b) The balance of the sum of

£50,000 including any interest
that may accure shall and
when received be divided be-
tween the two local authori-
ties in proportion to the
chainage of single track that
is laid down in each muni-
cipal district, namely 728.5
chains in the City and 288.5
chains in the Municipality.

4. The City and the Municipality
shall use such moneys so paid to it
under the preceding clause exclusively
for the removal of tram track and the
repairing and/or renewing of roads
resulting from the pulling up and re-
moving of tram track.

5. The materials that are re-
covered by removing tram track shall
be stored and made available equit-
ably to the three authorities for their
own works and undertakings and any
surplus 'not so required ,shall be sold
and the proceeds shall be divided be-
tween the City and the Municipality
and the Board in the following pro-
portions, namely:-

As to the City .... .... 52%
As to the Municipality .... 20%
As to the Board .... .... 28%

Provided after the Board has re-
ceived a sum of £4,000 hereunder all
further moneys received from the sale
of the said materials shall be divided
between the City and the Municipal-
ity in the proportions of 74% to the
City and 28% to the Municipality
and no further moneys hereunder
shall thereafter be payable to the
Board.

6. The Board shall undertake the
sale and disposal of the materials in
clause 5 referred to and the Board
shall likewise undertake and be re-
sponsible for the allocation and Pay-
ment of the proceeds on the sale
thereof as herein provided for.

'7. The City and the Municipality
* shall clean all rails so recovered in

the respective district of each so as
to make same satisfactory for sale.

8. The words "tram track" shali
not include any trolley lines and
wires and gear supporting same but
only sleepers, rails and gear fasten-
Ing rails to sleepers.

9. This agreement is in substitu-
tion of a previous agreement made be-
tween the parties dated the 17th day
of April, 1952, and dealing with the
matters herein contained. The said
previous agreement Is hereby can-
celled.

in witness whereof the parties here-
to have hereunto set their hands and
seals the day and year first herein-
before appearing.

F. E. GIBSON.
C. LAW.

Sealed with the Official Seal
of the Fremantle Munici-
pal Tramways and Elec-
tric Lighting Board and
signed in authentication [L.l.
by Frank Ernest Gibson,
Chairman of the Board
and Claude Alexander
Law, Secretary, In the
presence of-

C. W. Jerrat.
The Common Seal of City of

Fremantle was hereto
affixed this 27th day of
November, 1952, pursuant (L.S.l
to a resolution passed the
17th day of November,
1952, in the presence of-

W. FRED SAMSON,
Mayor.

N. J. C. MCCOMBE,
Town Clerk.

The Common Seal of the
Mayor and Councillors of
East F'remantle was here- (L.S.1
unto affixed by direction
of the Council in the pre-
sence of-

W. WAUHOP,
Mayor.

L. Rt. LATHAM,
Town Clerk.

The MNISTER FOR WORKS: This is
the proposed schedule which supersedes
the other two and which is to be included
as a Third Schedule. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question Put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
No. 3.
Title-The long Title Is amended by de-

leting the word "two" in line one of the
long Title.

The bDMINSIER F OR WORKS: This Is
merely an amendment to the long Title
to delete the word "two." I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
Resolutions reported, the report adopted,

and a message accordingly returned to the
council.
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RILL-RENTS AND TENANCIES EMER-
GENCY PROVISIONS ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Council's Amendmeni.
Returned from the Council with an

amendment, which was now considered.
In Committee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair:, the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN; The Council's amend-
mnent Is as follows:-

Clause 2:*
Page 2-Delete the word "described"

and substitute the word "prescribed."
The CHIEF SECRETARY:, The word

proposed to be inserted by the Council's
amendment was in the original draft of
the Bill, but apparently the word "de-
scribed" was printed In error. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
Resolution reported, the report adopted

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1952-53.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 9th December; Mr.
Yates In the Chair.

Vote-Medical, £253,878 (partly con-
sidered):

HON. E. NIJLSEN (Eyre) [9.101: 1 want
to say a few words about the Esperance
hospital which is In an exceedingly bad
condition. The Premier, the Leader of the
Opposition, the Minister for Agriculture
and also, I think, the Minister her-
self has inspected it. Because of its
bad condition, and the fact that no
money could be obtained to effect re-
pairs and renovations, the hospital
committee resigned and the Govern-
ment has been forced to take it over.
Therefore, members can fully understand
the state it is in. This is a very import-
ant hospital because it serves an isolated
part of the State. Its kitchen would not
do credit to an ordinary boardinghouse.
It is in extremely poor repair, but nothing
has been done about It.

As the accommodation that was pro-
vided for nurses' quarters has been turned
into a maternity ward the nurses have
no quarters at the hospital, and they are
now being accommodated at the doctor's
residence who, in turn, has been left with-

-out any place to stay. Also, as that resi-
dence is about half a mile from the hos-
pital it is difficult for the matron to keep
strict supervision over the nurses. The
hospital is out of date and is entirely un-
suitable for the needs of the district and
I consider that the Esperance people have

been badly treated. Even the matron has
no proper quarters. She has only a bed-
room, and if she wants to take a rest or
read a book she has to sit on her bed.

As a temporary measure, some prefabri-
cated huts should be erected to house the
nurses and the hospital staff. However.
no effort is being made to do anything,
although £128,000 has been spent to erect
a new hospital at Pinjarra and £16,000
for nurses' quarters. At Katanning £25,000
has been spent for hospital accommoda-
tion and money has been similarly pro-
vided for hospital needs at Beverley. Bus-
selton and Lake Grace. Although £105,000
has been spent for hospital accommoda-
tion at Lake Grace I consider that such
expenditure is well worth while because
that hospital, like the Esperance hospital,
serves an isolated part of the State. I
therefore commend the Government for
erecting a reasonably good hospital at that
centre. I understand also that about
£16,000 has been spent on hospital ac-
commodation at Mt. Margaret.

In view of these large sums of money
that have been provided for hospital a.-
commodation at these various centres I
consider that Esperance has been treated
very badly. The Minister knows there are
no amenities there and she is also aware
that there is a large influx of people at
Esperanee during the months from Decem-
ber to March. Further, the Fresh Air
League during the summer months takes
hundreds of children to Esperance and
these children must be cared for should
the need arise, but there is not sufficient
hospital accommodation to do so. That
league is the best of its kind in Australia,
but nothing is being done to encourage Its
activities at Esperance by providing the
necessary hospital accommodation for the
treatment of the children under its care
should they become sick or meet with an
accident.

The only thing that Esperance has is a
good climate and plenty of fishing and
swimming. it also has a good doctor, but
I em afraid we will be in danger of losing
his services if he is not Provided with
proper quarters. Therefore I hope the Min-
ister will make a real effort to do some-
thing for the Esperance hospital. Another
reason why Esperance is worthy of con-
sideration in this regard is that it is a
sound centre and now has a research sta-
tion, and I consider that the land in that
district Is better than some of the settle-
ments that are being developed by the
Government at great cost today. The
only reason why Esperance has not been
given any consideration Is because it IS
so isolated. New settlers there have spent
over £200.0000 during the past two years.
Mr. Noel White has spent between £40,000
and £50,000 and he has stated that he is
prepared to spend up to £70,000 to Put
his place in good working order.
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Not so long ago we were told that many
Public works could not be undertaken be-
cause there was no labour or material,
but now the excuse Is lack of finance.
which is preventing the building of a new
hospital at Esperance. That centre is
entitled to one and a hospital should be
erected as soon as possible. it is proposed
to make some alterations to the kitchen
at the hospital, but the cost of that work
will be money wasted because the altera-
tions will not be satisfactory. The kitchen
has no hot-water system and although
perhaps the proposed alteration will in-
clude such a provision I am afraid it will
prove to be unsuitable. The electric
wiring in the hospital Deeds to be renewed
and the sewerage system is urgently re-
quired to be put in order. Further pro-
vision should be made for the draining off
of foul water. I understand that drains
are being installed to take away that
water, but I1 consider that that money will
be wasted also, although, in the circum-
stances, what will be done will be better
than nothing.

As I have pointed out, Esperance is
an extremey isolated part of the State,
being approximately 602 miles from Fre-
mantle by rail, 267 miles from Kalgoorlie,
and 125 miles from Norseman. I earnestly
ask the Minister to do something for the
Esperance hospital because more accom-
modation is urgently required. When one
considers that the hospital board which
has looked after the hospital affairs for so
long has resigned and refused to carry on,
one can imagine how bad the position is at
that hospital.

As the Government has been In office
for six years I fully expected that some-
thing would have been done. Had the
Wise Government continued in office, I
believe that something would have been
done because Mr. Wise was acquainted
with the conditions. Those conditions are
known to the present Government. The
Premier, the Minister for Health and other
Ministers have inspected the hospital.
When anybody sees the kitchen at the
hpspltal, one marvels at any sister's re-
n~ainlng there to try to cook food and look
after the patients.

I hope that the Minister will tell us that,
if the present Government is returned to
office, a new hospital will be provided at
Esperance within 12 months. It Is es-
sential that something be done, seeing
that Esperance is so far distant from any
other hospital. We have a really good
doctor there now whose services we wish
to retain, but he is not able to get a house.
He has six months to go and has to leave
it, and the residents are fearful that he
may leave the district, After 'What the
Minister has seen of the conditions there,
she should be prepared to give a definite
promise to do something. I ask her to
say definitely that a new hospital will be
commenced as soon as possible in the

interests of the health, not only of the
residents, but also of the visitors who
number not a few but thousands, especially
between December and March.

MR. LAWRENCE (South Premantle)
19.171: I am greatly interested in the
health question, not only in this State but
also throughout Australia, and particu-
larly was I interested in the speech of
the Minister when introducing her Esti-
mates. I feel that I should not confiner
my remarks to my own electorate because
a number of members will not speak on
these Estimates, and I know that our
larger country centres are crying out for'
a betterment of hospital conditions. in-
fortunately, during the regime of the pre-
sent Government, little has been done to
keep pace with the increase of popula-
tion, the advancement in conditions and
the needs of the people.

The Minister for Health: More has been
done than had ever been done before.

Mr. LAWRENCE: I shall prove that the
Minister's remark is absolute "hooey."'

The Minister for Health: You do not
know anything about it.

Mr. LAWRENCE: I shall prove that I
know more about the question than the
Minister ever thought of.

The Minister for Lands: No, you do not.
Mr. LAWRENCE: I shall prove it.
The Minister for Lands: Well, prove it.
Mr. LAWRENCE:, In my electorate,

which is probably one of the largest In
size and population in the metropolitan
area, there is not one hospital.

Mr. Hutchinson: There is one very close
to it.

Mr. LAWRENCE: Quite so, but I re-
mind the hon. member that the next one
is a long way distant and that the area
from Fremantle to Cottesloe and Clare-
mont is served by that hospital. The Min-
ister, in answer to questions put by the
late Mr. Panton, disclosed that in Perth,
1,000 cases per month were waiting to
be admitted to the hospital, and that in
my electorate, the number was 500 cases
per month.

Mr. Hutchinson: I am not sure whether
5O0 per month could not be misleading.

Mr. LAWRENCE: I am not worrying
whether the figures are misleading to the
hon. member, but they were given by the
Minister. The people in my electorate
have endeavoured to help themselves, but
not one iota of help has the Government
given. I have tried to get a doctor and
a dentist for Hilton Park area. Negotia-
tions are proceeding in the hope of get-
ting Mr. O'Halloran to establish a prac-
tice there, but no help has the Government
given, and the people have become pretty
hostile about it.

The Minister for Lands: What help do
you want?
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Hon. J. B. Sleeman: More than you will
give him.

The Minister for Lands: The member
for Fremantle does not seem to have a
good opinion of me.

Mr. LAWRENCE: Near to my electorate
there is one maternity hospital Bundi
Kudji but, being small, it cannot meet
the needs of the district and most expect-
ant mothers have to go outside the elec-
torate for confinement. When the people
of my electorate pay taxes and work Just
as hard as do those in the electorate of
the Premier, I maintain that they are en-
titled to equal consideration. But no, we
get nothing. As the member for Eyre
pblnted out, a sum of £154.000 has been
spent on a hospital at Pinjarra, but for
the district from Rlockingham to Fre-
mantle, nothing has been done. It is well
known that the electorate of South Fre-
mantle has grown considerably in the
last few years. If the Minister studied
the electoral rolls, she would find that
many people have moved from Perth
proper to Premantle.

The Minister for Lands: That is what
Is causing your problem.

Mr. LAWRENCE: That may be so. but
does not the Minister realise that, when
this is happening, something should be
done? I remind the Premier-and I chal-
lenge him to refute this statement-that
some time ago he promised to provide a
hospital for the people at Rockingham,
but again nothing has been done. The
population there has increased, but that
has not led to any action by the Govern-
ment. That fact and the presence of
more workers due to industrial expansion
has not brought any difference in treat-
ment.

The houses occupied by people in my
electorate in the section along the South
Beach front have deteriorated seriously.
Some of those places are 100 years old
and, because of the housing shortage,
people stil have to live in them. They
are damp all the year round, but that fact
has not been taken Into consideration by
the Government. The overcrowding of
accommodation there, as I have pointed
out before, is scandalous. Four or five
people are occupying one room, and
naturally this over-crowding is tending to
tax the limited accommodation in the one
hospital we have in Fremantle. It Is
high time that steps were taken by the
Government to alleviate the position.

When introducing the Medical Esti-
mates, the Minister stated that efficient
health administration was of vital import-
ance to the community and that health
was fundamentally the nation's wealth.
I fully agree with her that health repre-
sents the true wealth of the nation. But
what do we find? During the last fort-
night, full-page advertisements have been
appearing in the morning newspaper urg-

Ing People to invest their money in the
Commonwealth loan so that hospitals that
are urgently needed may be built. The
Minister, in her speech, stated that we
must have more hospitals. Yet the only
excuse the Government can offer for six
years of inactivity and falling to keep
pace with the problem is that no Loan
Funds are available. I have never heard
of such rot.

The Minister for Lands: You need not
lose your temper.

Mr. Hutchinson: Have not thousands
of pounds been spent on the Fremantle
hospital just next-door to your electorate?

Mr. LAWRENCE: I thought that the
hon. member, living in may electorate,
would know that for every pound being
spent on the Freman tle Hospital, which
is so miserably short of beds, many mil-
lions are intended to be spent by multi-
millionaire firms like B.H.P. and the
Anglo-Iranian Oil Co.

The Minister for Lands: Oh, go on!
Mr. LAWRENCE: Let the Minister

answer this question: If health is a na-
tion's wealth, should not it be given top
priority? Is it not better to have hospi-
tals where we can send sick people than
to have people falling sick and nowhere
to accommodate them? Is not the posi-
tioni farcical?

The Minister for Lands: Those com-
panies are spending their own money.

Mr. LAWRENCE: Nobody denies that,
but, as the Minister knows, millions of
pounds are being spent by the Govern-
ment.

The Minister for Lands: On what?
The CHAIRMAN: Order!1 The hon.

member is getting away from the Medical
Estimates.

Mr. LAWRENCE: Perhaps I am, but
I desired to show that it Is high time
the Government made finance available
for hospitals and established a hospital
in the South Fremantle electorate. Other
sections of the Minister's speech referred
to Loan Funds not being available here
and new constructions could not be com-
menced there. Whenever a question has
been raised on the Estimates, the same
answer has been given, "There Is no
money". The member for Moore com-
plained of the small amount being pro-
vided for Agriculture-a simple £25,000.
I might sympathise with him and say
that nothing at all has been spent in my
electorate on a hospital or clinic. it
isa time the Minister gave us a bit of a go.
The Minister said this, "Now let me pass
to the brighter note."

The Minister says we cannot erect
new buildings because no money is
available. If that is a brighter note,
I fall to understand it. I cannot
see where any real action has been
taken by the Government. On page 21
of her speech, the Minister said, "It has
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initiated measures to prevent the spread
of infectious diseases, particularly in re-
spect of tuberculosis which It is hoped
eventually to wipe out." This is a strange
remark. On page 24, she said. "The com-
pulsory x-ray examination of new arrivals
from overaca, by ship or 'plane, within
a month of arrival In this State is an-
other service of importance." I cannot
understand how migrants can be brought
from foreign countries without first hav-
Ing been i-rayed and given a clear
ticket in regard- to tuberculosis.

The Minister for Health: They are.
You do not know anything about it or
you would not talk such rubbish.

Mr. LAWRENCE; Then why is there
a compulsory examination here?

The Minister for Health: Because we
are not going to have tuberculosis In
Western Australia.

Mr. LAWRENCE: The person who
x-rays them before they come here can-
not be trustworthy if the Minister thinks
they have tuberculosis.

The Minister for Health: It Is not my
aff air.

Mr. LAWRENCE: I say it is the Min-
ister's affair.

The Minister for Lands: The Common-
wealth authorities handle It-

Mr. LAWRENCE: It is the business
of the Minister to look after the health
of the people in this State, and it is her
bounden duty to see that the matter is
straightened out.

The Minister for Health: You do not
know what you are talking about.

Mr. LAWRENCE: I do. In a moment
the Minister will tell me there is a hos-
pital in South Fremantle.

The Minister for Education: You are
not talking about that now, but something
else.

Mr. LAWRENCE: Will the Minister
tell me, when she replies?

The Minister for Health: I am not go-
ing to reply.

Mr. LAWRENCE: Does the Minister
for Lands know how many patients are
in Wooroloo?

The Minister for Lands: Yes.
Mr. LAWRENCE: The Minister for

Health talks about what the Government
has done to prevent the spread of tuber-
culosis but, in answer to questions, she
said there were 46 infectious cases that
could not be put into Wooroloo through
lack of beds.

The Minister for Health:* That Is true.
Mr. LAWRENCE: It is a crying shame,

so far as the Government is concerned,
that this position exists.

The Minister for Lands: No.
Mr. LAWRENCE: The Minister says

it is all right. Well It was all right for me
to visit a certain person after he had

shown me a note, signed by a doctor of
the department, stating that his sputum
test had shown a positive result, and that
he had been put back on the pension.
But he could not be admitted at that
time. They said that when he could be
admitted, they would communicate with
him. This person was allowed to mix
with the public generally. If he was an
Infectious T.B. case, he could have spread
the disease to anyone with whom he came-
in contact.

The Minister for Lands: No.
Mr. LAWRENCE: Why?
The Minister for Lands: It depends orl

the person whom he contacts.
Mr. LAWRENCE: Is that so? Dr.

Harris, I think it was, from the clinic, is
of an opinion different from that expressed
by the Minister for Lands.

The Minister for Lands: What did he
say?

Mr. LAWRENCE: I asked hint what the
position was when I sat on a chair at
the side of this man's bed and spoke to
him for some time. I asked whether I1
could catch the disease, and he said, "Yes."
I said, "What are you going to do about
it?" He said. "If you feel at all worried,
come up and we will give you some treat-
ment by injection to get over the matter."

The Minister for Lands: It depends on
the condition of the person to wham he
is talking.

Mr. LAWRENCE: That is not how the
doctor explained it to me. This person
was allowed to go into public transport
and picture theatres without supervision.

The Minister for Health: That Is not
true. Tell me the name of the man and I
will-

Mr. LAWRENCE: The man is now in
Wooroloc.

The Minister for Lands: Well, what are
you squealing about?

Mr. LAWRENCE; I know what the
Minister will be squealing about after the
next elections.

The Minister for Lands: Do not
threaten me like that.

Mr. LAWRENCE: I do not think the
Minister knows the difference between a
threat and sound advice.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!I The mem-
ber for South F'remantle must take no
notice of disorderly interjections, but must,
speak to the Estimates.

Mr. LAWRENCE: This person was al-
lowed to mix in any society he wished.
The Minister said that if I told her his
name, she would see he stopped doing
that.

The Minister for Health: No. I Said Ui.
tell me his name and I would tell you your
statement was not true.

Mr. LAWRENCE: MY statement is true,
and I will give the Minister privately this
man's name and address, and also the
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names and addresses of certain places he
visited. If the Minister is fair, she will
withdraw or apologise for saying that my
remark was not true.

The minister for Lands: You give the
Minister the name, and she will inquire
into the matter.

Mr. LAWRENCE: I will give her the
name when the House rises.

The Minister for Health: And that of
the doctor.

Mr. LAWRENCE: I am most interested
In the Minister's remarks on cancer re-
search. From memory, the Estimates show
that £3,744 was spent last year on this
Item. I consider this to be a miserable
figure to spend on research into the deadli-
est disease that confronts the people of
the State.

The Minister for Lands: Again, you do
not know what you are talking about.

Mr. LAWRENCE: I am going on what
the Minister said In her speech.

The Minister for Health: The £3,000
is correct, but you do not know.

Mr. LAWRENCE: I understood the
Minister to say that research was pro-
ceeding into the cause of cancer, and
that the research clinic was instituted by
this Government. She said that sufficient
money was supplied to enable the Gov-
ernment to secure the services of Professor
Gye, the most noted research doctor in
the British Empire. The Minister may
be able to put me on the right track
here, but I interpret this to mean that the
Government, through the Minister,
brought Professor COye here. My informa-
tion, however, is that Professor (lye came
to this State because of rnl-health.

The Minister for Health: That is true.
Mr. LAWRENCE: That is not how the

Minister put it In her speech.
The Minister for Health: I Induced

him to stay here.
Mr. LAWRENCE: But Professor Gye

and his wife were already here.
The Minister for Health: Yes, but I

Induced them to remain here.
Mr. LAWRENCE: Professor aye was in

New South Wales and came back here be-
cause of ill-health and decided to remain
in Western Australia. This is factual, I
think.

The minister for Health: I suppose you
know them well.

Mr. LAWRENCE: Perhaps I knew him
better than the Minister did. I also want
to deal with the Minister's remarks in
connection with the aged and chronic,
where she says that great things have
been done in this line. Whilst I admit
that certain progress has been made, the
position is lagging, and will continue to
lag, with the system that the Government
bas instituted Year by year. Last year

there were 5,600 applications for old age
and invalid pensions, and 600, or approxi-
mately 10 per cent., were rejected. That
is the usual rejection figure, That makes
5,000 Cases per annum, and the number
is rowing at the rate of about 20 per cent.
each year. So It can readily be seen that
the position is quite different from what
the Minister portrayed in her speech. I
am told that only a month ago there were
at least 500 persons awaiting entry into
"Sunset,"' the Home of Peace, and similar
establishments. A strict' system' of ad-
mittance operates at the Home of Peace.
A person is not admitted until his turn
is reached, and it is reached according
to the date of application. It takes at
least three months to get into the Home
of Peace.

The Minister for Health: Sometimes
much longer.

Mr. LAWRENCE: That is true. We
see even now, on the admission of the
Minister, that things are in a much more
serious position than is shown by her
speech. 1 do not know how the Minister
will reply, but I do not see how she can
avoid giving some considered thought to
the establishment of a hospital, at least
at Rookingham. In this area, the num-
ber of houses completed by the 30th June,
1950, was 1,060; the number completed in
the 12 months to the 30th June, 1951,
was g0, and by the end of June, 1952,
a further 80 had been completed, so that
now there are in this district 1,220 homes.
Hut the permits Issued numbered 144 more
than that and 60 further permits have
been issued, making a total of 210. So
we can see that it will not be long before
we have 1,500 homres in Rockingham alone.
On top of that there is Hilton Park which
Is a closely settled area, Naval Base, Spear-
wood, Jandakat, Bibra, Lake and other
smaller centres. which are rapidly rowing
and will continue to row at a fast pace,
especially now that new industries are to
be established in the Kwinana area.

In the Rockingham area we have over
412 children who are attending school, and
until a short time ago we did not have
a doctor in that district. X do not know
whether the Minister will answer this ques-
tion when shae replies: What will happen
to the people in the district of Rocking-
ham, and what happens to maternity cases
in that area, when an emergency arises?
An ambulance has to come 25 miles from
Fremantle and then travel 25 miles back,
making a total of 50 miles. If it is an
emergency case the person might lose his
or her life.

The Minister for Health: They have not
done so yet.

Mr. LAWRENCE: How does the Minister
know that?

That Minister for Health: I am there to
know it.

1958



[11 December, 1952) 25

Mr. LAWRENCE: I might be able to
argue about that at a later date but at
least I think the Minister should be fair
and agree with me that Rockingham should
have a clearing hospital or some centre
where maternity cases can be attended to
before the ambulance arrives. The Pre-
mier has already promised that, but no
action has been taken. That is why I
suggest to the Minister that my people
down there feel that they are being cold-
shouldered and that people in other areas
are being favourably treated.

The Premier: You are getting all the
money down there.

Mr. LAWRENCE: If the Premier had
been In the Chamber a short time ago he
would have heard mec explain the point
but I will go over it again for his benefit.

The Premier: it does not matter. I will
read It.

Mr. LAWRENCE: But I will repeat it.
While the Premier's statement may be cor-
rect, the position Is that the money is being
spent now whereas a hospital should have
been built in the first instance.

The Premier: The need for a hospital
in that area is recognised.

Mr, LAWRENCE: The need is recog-
nised! Why has not the hospital been
built? The Premier is misleading the
people in the Rockingham district. He has
had six years to build a hospital but has
made no move in that direction.

The Premier: Yes I have. That Is quite
wrong.

Mr. W. Hegney: Piniarra was drawn
out of the hat first.

The Premier: You have a great liking
for the centre. You ought to come down
there for a, week or so.

Mr. LAWRENCE: Various meetings have
been held and various deputations have
been organised in an effort to establish a
health clinic. The plans have been drawn
up and a certain sum of money Is avail-
able. But that is as far as we can get.
Why will not the Government subsidise
us?

The Minister for Health: Why do you
not get on with the Job? Claremont
arranged their own and you could do It
with a man like you in charge.

Mr. LAWRENCE: We have seen that
and we have had deputations to Dr. Stang.
Unfortunately we have been checkmated
and our plans have net been approved.
A certain sum of money is available but
Dr. Stang will not approve of the plans
that have been drawn up. Why cannot
the Government assist us in some way?
We are prepared to do our bit and pay a
certain sum of money towards it. To my
knowledge there is not one health clinic
in the South Fremantle electorate except
a small place which is run In an honorary
capacity at Naval Base and there is
another which we carry on ourselves at

the Melville Camp. The premises were
given to us rent free by the State Hous-
ing Commission. So that Is all the help
we have received from the department
and yet the Minister tells me that I do
not know what I am talking about.

The Minister for Health; I am sure you
do not.

Mr. LAWRENCE: The Minister did not
know her business only a couple of years
ago, and if she likes to make rude remarks
to me I will treat her with the same dis-
respect. I know that, speaking of mental
hospitals, good progress has been made
in the new building to house T.B. sufferers
at Claremont and the diningroom. at the
hospital Is equal to the best in Australia.

The Minister for Health: It is.
Mr. LAWRENCE: But progress was not

so good in 1950 and a newspaper reporter
had to go to the Claremont Hospital for
the Insane to have something done to
clean the matter up. I do not know
whether the present Minister for Health
was in charge of the portfolio at that
time.

The Minister for Health: I was.
Mr. LAWRENCE: The Minister tells me

that I do not know what I am talking
about but she did not know what was
going on at Claremont.

The Minister for Health: Yes I did.
Mr. LAWRENCE: Then I will refer to

Judge Curlewis's report.
The Minister for Health: We have had

that already.
Mr. LAWRENCE: Then the Minister

shall have it again. It states--
I am satisfied beyond reasonable

doubt that the allegation made by the
Sunday Times in relation to this In-
cident occurred in the manner alleged
by Mr. Turner.

I1 accept Turner's statement that
Attendant Payton slapped patient
Campbell on the top of his head with
his hand, and that Campbell had
several cuts on the top of his head
at the time.

I am satisfied also that Payton
kicked Campbell in the buttocks: that
there was a conversation of an in-
decent nature; that shortly after-
wards Payton kicked Campbell in the
genitals when the latter was folding
his trousers by his bed.

If the Minister tells me that she knew
that was going on and yet allowed a news-
Paper reporter to go down there and have
the matter aired, brought forward and
recognised, then I am very surprised. I
say that the Minister did not know what
was going on and It is quite evident from
the report, I was disgusted to find out
that a child of 10 years of age was allowed
to mix with criminals and violent lunatics
at the Claremont Hospital for Insane.
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The Minister for Health: You do not of the best wells. Before any person
know why, of course?

Mr. LAWRENCE: It does not matter
why.

The Minister for Health: You do not
know what You are talking about.

Mr. LAWRENCE: I quoted Judge Cur-
lewis's remarks. He was the Royal Com-
missioner and If the Minister Says that
I do not know what I am talking about,
then in effect she is Saying the same thing
of Judge Curlewis.

The Minister for Health: You are not
quoting the ultimate findings.

Mr. LAWRENCE: I quoted Judge Cur-
lewis's remarks.

The Minister for Health: But you have
not quoted his ultimate findings.

Mr. LAWRENCE: I quoted from Ini-
dent 1 and the conclusions arrived at. He
stated-

I find that Incidents 1, 2. 4, 5. 8,
9, 10, 11. 12. portion of 13, 14 and 17
have been proved beyond reasonable
doubt.

That was signed by Judge Curlewis.
Mr. Mculloch: What does the Minis-

ter say to that?
Mr. LAWRENCE: Yet the Minister says

I do not know what I am talking about.
The Minister for Health: Neither you

do. You have not read the ultimate find-
ings.

Mr. LAWRENCE: The Minister did not
know what was going on and yet she
comes here and tells us that she did know.
If she did know then she let the condi-
tions continue and I cannot understand
the Minister making a remark like that.
Summed up. the position so far as my
electorate is concerned Is hopeless. The
speech that the Minister read Was full
of camouflage and it hid the true position
of health in the State. I feel sure that
members in this Chamber who, like MY-
self, have the interests of their electors
at heart will not support the Minister in
her speech.

lMl. BUTCHER (Gascoyne) [9.55]: I
do not intend to take up much time but
tonight I asked certain questions of the
Minister and was extremely pleased to re-
ceive an assurance that she would give the
matter sympathetic attention; I refer to
the hospital at Shark Bay. I received a
letter today and it prompted my question.
The letter reads:-

re Shark Bay Hospital.
At last the hospital has been re-

paired and new tanks installed, ready
for any possible occupancy. Of
course, there is no water in the tanks
and unlikely to be fbr several months
until the wet sets in, but if it is at
all possible to obtain a nurse, water
could be carted by busy bee from some

resides there, or as soon as possible
after, a wash-house will have to be
built, because as you may remember,
there is none at the building at
present.

Building completely re-roofed with
asbestos, but old Iron ridge capping
put back until asbestos fittings can be
brought in.

Would you please let me know as
soon as possible the progress You have
made in obtaining a nurse, as the
matter is very keenly felt in the town
and I have continual inquiries In the
matter but no Information with which
to enlighten them.

This community of some 100 adults, 23
school children and many toddlers, is ex-
tremely Isolated. The people are approxi-
mately 200 miles from the nearest hos-
pital, 65 miles from the nearest aero-
drome and there is no nurse in the com-
munity. The member for South Fre-
mantle drew attention to the needs of his
district but surely the needs of this com-
munity must be recognised. I took the
matter up with the Minister and her
Under Secretary but the department was
prepared to pay only a sum of £100 per
annum to subsidise a sister for the dist-
rict. It was suggested that a married
couple should go there and the husband
engage in fishing while the wife, a quali-
fied nurse, should receive the subsidy. But
surely the community deserves better than
that! At a later date I found a sister
who was prepared to go to Shark Bay as
soon as the hospital was reconditioned
but she wanted the ordinary ruling rate
of pay.

I merely mention these matters so that
the Minister may Investigate the posi-
tion before she gives me the answers
which she has promised for tomorrow.
I know that she is sincere in everything
she does or says in connection with hos-
pitals, and it is to try to assist her that
I am putting the picture fairly and
squarely, so it is unnecessary to labour
the question any longer. I trust the
Minister will do as she promised and give
sympathetic consideration to my request.

lMR. W. HEGNEY (Mt. Hawthorn)
[10.1]: I want to have the position clari-
fied in connection with workers' compen-
sation cases. I understand the Public
Health Department recently issued a cir-
cular to public hospitals and departmental
hospitals which included a copy of the
Commonwealth Health Regulation in re-
gard to hospital benefit payments of As.
a day. The circular from the Department
of Public Health is dated the 3rd Novem-
her, 1952. and the number is 1,225. It is
addressed to hospital boards and depart-
mental hospitals and has reference to the
new Commonwealth hospital regulations
gazetted on the 20th August, 1952.



[11 December, 1952.1 26

In this circular it is indicated that
workers' compensation persons shall be
deemed to be qualified patients for a
number of days which is calculated by
dividing an amount ascertained by sub-
tracting that portion of that person's hos-
pital fees from the total amount of hos-
pital fees payable In respect of that per-
son by the rate per day of those hospital
fees. That is the formula which the Com-
monwealth has set down with respect to
the calculation for the number of days
for which Os. per day will be payable in
respect of workers' compensation cases, or
where one is entitled to recover damages
for injuries. An indication is given in this
circular to which I have referred and an
example is demonstrated. This is the
example:

Pour days at 36a. a day
(this Is the actual fee
payable to the hos-
pital) ..

Extras-and thene are
Invaiably extras

£a. 4. 1 a.d.

7'0O0

2 12 6 9 12 0

Insurance comapany
Days: four days at
22s. a day..........4 8 0

Extras......... .. 2 125 7 0 0

The ascertained amount is £2 12s. 6id. In
ordinary circumstances, up till recently,
that particular worker would be entitled
to Ba. per day for the five days. But that
is not so now. The difference between the
hospital charge and the amount- allowed
by the insurance company is £2 12s. 6d.
That is known as the ascertained amount
and that is divided by the daily rate of
35s. for the actual charge, which gives
one and a fraction number of days. Where
there is a fraction it is regarded as a whole
day. The hospital benefit claim will be
for two days at 8s. a day and the patient
Is responsible for the balance. I asked a
series of questions of the Minister today
and I give them now together with her
replies:-

Q. Is it a fact that under the Hos-
pital Benefits Fund of W.A. no
benefit Is payable to contributors
of the Fund whilst they are in
hospital, it their disability is cov-
ered by the Workers' Compensa-
tion Act.

A. No. The fund will operate at the
point where the member becomes
personally liable for an amount
not covered by the workers' com-
pensation fund or the Common-
wealth.

I understand from the particular circular
that the worker will be entitled to receive
only the amount of 8s. per day for the
number of days I have indicated in ac-
cordance with the formula. It was In-
dicated that if one belonged to an ap-
proved organisation, the particular per-
son would be entitled to an additional
amount of 4s. per day. I want this cleared
up. The implication was that the particu-
lar insured person--and I am referring

now specifically to workers' compensation
eases.--would receive the amount allowed
by the workers' compensation board, that
is, 8s. per day for a limited number of days
under this formula. But I got the impres-
sion that the 4s. per day would be paid
for the total number of days the person
was in hospital. Portion of the circular
reads as follows--

Workers' compensation cases are to be
advised that they will be responsible
for the balance of the money after
the formula has been worked cut.

Then it goes on-
Although organisation benefit is not
Payable in workers' compensation
cases this procedure will entitle the
members of registered organisations to
the additional 4s. per day hospital
benefits in the case of any member or
dependant of a member of a registered
organisation in respect to the num-
ber of days for which the patient is
a qualified patient, namely when 8s.
hospital benefit per day is allowed.

I know that a number of people have the
impression, and that a number of friendly
societies and others have it too, that
in workers' compensation cases where
damages are recovered the 4s. per day
would operate over the whole period. 'in-
deed they thought up to last week that
the 4s. per day would apply also. That
is not the case. This is causing the In-
dustrial unions in this State much con-
cern, because the basic principle of hos-
pital expenses under the Workers' Com-
pensation Act should be that the injured
worker should not be Personally liable for
any portion of hospital expenses. J1 want
this matter cleared up as it is causing
great concern and is most misleading.
Wfiether it is done by design or accident
I do not know, but I am happy to give
those responsible the benefit of the doubt
and to say that the misrepresentation is
unintentional. one can visualise the posi-
tion now of a worker who Is obliged to
remain in hospital for thirty days, 'we
will say. Working that out at 35s. a day
the amount would be £52 10s.

If we applied the hospital allowance
at the metropolitan rate of 27s. a day
It would work out to £40 10S. The as-
certained balance would be £12. If £12
is divided by 35s., we get seven days, and
seven days at Us. a day, equals £2 16s.
If we subtract that from the £12 the
difference is £Z9 4s. That is how the
worker will be treated unless some altera-
tion is made either to the Commonwealth
health regulations or to the hospital
maintenance allowance prescribed under
the Workers' Compensation Act, The
matter has been raised by the Waterside
Workers' Federation, by the Australian
Workers' Union, and by other bodies with
large memberships that have to protect
the interests of their members as far as
possible.
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I would like this position cleared up.
I know it may be a little complicated but
It Is certainly one that needs clarification,
and quickly. I am not entitled to refer
to what happened In another place, but
I suggest that the Minister between now
and tomorrow afternoon consult with the
Attorney General, who will be in charge
of the Workers' Compensation Act
Amendment Bill, because there are cer-
tain proposals which this Chamber will
have to consider, part of which will have
relationship to what I have been endeav-
ouring to explain to the Committee.

If the two Ministers will be good
enough to look Into the position between
now and tomorrow, and let the Commit-
tee know what the rights of the workers'
compensation cases are, it would be a
good thing. We should be told whether
the State Government Is going to Insist
on the application of the Commonwealth
health regulations or whether those
compensation cases are only to receive the
very limited amount of 8s. a- day for a
limited number of days, in accordance
with the formula, and 4s. per day for
workers' compensation cases that are also
members of registered organisations, and
whether they will only have the benefits
of the 4s. a day for the number of days
to which the 8s. applies. Those are the
particular aspects I would like to be in-
vestigated for that would help clear the
position as far as the workers of the
country are concerned.

MRt. SEWELL (Oeraldton) [10.133: The
Victoria district hospital in Geraldton is
the main hospital for that district and
comes under the Public Health Depart-
went and the minister for Health. Early
this year the committee that controls the
destinies of our trainee nurses decidtd
to close down the Victoria district hospital
as a trainee centre for the first, second
and third year trainees. Owing to the
pressure that was able to be brought upon
the Minister and this committee they
changed their minds. I would like the
assurance of the Minister that that train-
ing centre will always be left to Gerald-
ton. It does a very good Job as far as
these trainee nurses are concerned. In
my opinion they have a very competent
staff and the girls and young women are
very proficient, and I believe obtain very
high percentages in their examinations.

In her speech the Minister referred to
new hospitals for Albany, Bunbury and
Oeraldton. Plans have been Prepared and
tenders would have been called this year
but for the stringency in Loan Funds. We
have heard about the hospitals for a long
time, and I have taken the opportunity in
this House to impress upon the Minister
the necessity for a regional hospital in
Geraldton. I suppose it Is one of the
largest districts in the State apart from
the metropolitan area. It is more or less
isolated in comparison with other towns

in the State. The site has been chosen
but whether this is the one they intend
to stick to remeans to be seen. Contour
surveys have been taken on that site and
I urge the minister to see if she cannot
raise the money from the Treasurer at
least to have the levelling done on the
site of the new hospitals she mentioned
in her speech.

It would be necessary to get on with the
work of levelling, whether on the site
originally chosen or on a new one. The
terrain In Geraldton consists mostly of
sanrlbills and it will be necessary to level
the site for a least 12 months before
building operations are commenced. The
Minister, in the course of her speech, also
referred to the Northampton hospital and
its laundry facilities. Any action she can
take to secure the provision of proper
laundry facilities there will be appreciated
by both the staff and the people at that
centre. I can honestly say that the
present laundry is a disgrace to any de-
partment or any Government.

M]Bt. MeCULLOCH (Hannans) [10.161:
The Minister furnished members with a
copy of her speech with which she
introduced her Estimates. If she had
not done so, we would probably not
have known of some of the things
she spoke about. There were a few
items that interested me. One was her
reference to the compulsory x-ray exami-
nation of new arrivals from oversea, either
by plane or otherwise, within the month
of arrival. She said that this was another
instance of progressive action on the part
of the Government. I would like to ask
the Minister if she really believes that all
migrants are x-rayed within one month
after arrival in this State.

The Minister for Health; If the doctors
in mny department tell me so, I certainly
believe them.

Mr. MeCULLOCH: Well, I know that
that statement is not correct. If that is
evidence of progressive action on the part
of the Government. then I think the Gov-
ernment's activities may be regarded as
nil. There are one or two other matters
she mentioned that I propose to deal with.
She referred quite a lot to plans and pro-
posals. A month or two ago she sent a
circular letter to members in which she
dealt with plans and proposals, all of which
we had heard about over the years. The
Goldfields people have been asking for a
long time for the provision of accommo-
dation for aged people. Unfortunately, all
the approaches made to the Minister or
her department in that direction have been
unsuccessful.

I1 am aware that the Minister visited
the Goldfields recently and had a look at
the grandstand on the Boulder racecourse
in order to ascertain whether it would be
a suitable place in which to accommodate
the aged people. I do not disagree with
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tier decision that it is not suitable. I was
of that opinion myself, for I did not think
it would be a nice place for the old-age
pensioners. However. I trust the Minister
will continue her efforts. Prom what I
can understand, she has another proposi-
tion in view. It is a building that was
erected at a cost of many thousands. It
is a first-class building. We heard a lot
about cobwebs in 1947, and there are prob-
ably Quite a lot of cobwebs in the building
in question. I think the Minister knows
very well the place I refer to. It would be
ideal for the accommodation of the old
people. It is practically in the centre of
the town.

When I last saw the interior of the build-
ing, the rooms were in very good con-
dition, but possibly required some cleaning
up. In the metropolitan area the accom-
modation provided for aged people Is splen-
did, and the old women's home is probably
second to none in the world. I trust the
Minister will do all she can to see that
adequate accommodation is provided for
the old People on the Goldfields. Another
matter I desire to refer to was not men-
tioned by the Minister In her introductory
speech. A letter appeared in today's issue
of "The West Australian" from the secre-
tan' of the Tuberculosis Association of
Western Australia with regard to the cot-
tages at Linley Valley, just outside Woo-
roloo. The little village was established
some years ago by a very thoughtful and
considerate individual.. I remember Dr.
Henzell visiting the Goldfields before it
was established, to discuss the proposition.

The unions on the Goldfields were circu-
lated and urged to do what they could to
*assist in launching the project to be estab-
lished at Wooroloo. Now the village is
short of funds. I do not think such an
institution as this should have to cadge
for money. Surely if we can allow the
racing clubs to get £40,000 or so out of the
tax on winning bets, something could be
provided to enable these people to carry
on with this very worthy. institution. The
Minister probably saw the letter I refer
to so it will not be necessary for me to
quote It to members. It is headed, "T.B.
Sufferers." The institution at Linley Valley
is a great project, and I trust the Minister
will do all she can to assist those con-
cerned. The member for Mt. Hawthorn
raised an interesting question about work-
ers' compensation.

In my opinion, every use possible should
be made of the social services fund estab-
lished by the Commonwealth Government.
Why should the workers in industry have
to pay for their hospitalisation? If a man
is in uniform and meets with an accident
in Perth, he can receive treatment at the
Hollywood Repatriation Hospital for the
remainder of his life, and It will not cost
him a Penny. He may never go outside
the State, but yet he will receive that treat-

rnent. On the other hand, if a worker in
industry is injured, he may have to go to
hospital. He will have to work out a
formula that it would take a chartered
accountant to deal with, and in the end
the worker has to pay for his treatment.
We talk about increasing production, but
when the man who is helping to increase
production is injured, he has to pay for
his hospitalisation. Why should not the
worker in industry be treated the same as
the man in uniform who never leaves
Perth? I hope the remarks of the member
for Mt. Hawthorn will be taken cognisance
of by the Attorney General and the Minis-
ter for Health.

MR. HUITCHINSON (Cottesloe) [10.25]:
It is understandable that many members
of the Opposition should exhibit such an
interest in the Health Estimates because
I indeed feel that to be healthy is to be
wealthy. We all realise that. What is not
so understandable is the intolerant at-
titude adopted by several members op-
posite, in particular the member for South
Fremantle. I feel his remarks addressed
to the Minister were unfair. They were
partial and politically biased to the nth
degree. I suppose It Is natural that the
Opposition plays an important part in
criticising the Government, and in that
regard the Opposition can do very good
work. But when members do not pay due
regard to the fine works that have been
achieved by the Medical Department under
the direct supervision of the Minister, I
feel that 1, if no one else, should take up
the cudgels on the Government's behalf.
I feel that the Medical Department has
done a very fine job. I note that the Esti-
mate totals over £1,500,000 for the finan-
cial year 1952-53, which shows an increase
over last year's Estimate of almost
£250,000.

I know that figures do not always give
a true picture, but into these figures is
to be read a very sound record indeed of
what the Medical Department has done.
Obviously many members are quite justi-
fied in criticising the department for not
acting here or there. But the very nature
of these complex problems precludes. I
feel, an early solution. The problem of
hospitalisation is undoubtedy very closely
allied with those of home building, the
erection of schools and major develop-
mental works. I think that all fair-
minded members will agree with that.
When one realises the complex nature of
the problem, one must be tolerant of the
difficulties involved. It is not possible, as
some members would wish, to wave a magic
wand and have a bright new hospital.
Yet we find members rising to their feet
and destructively criticising the work of a
department which has done some very
good things.

Mr. Kelly: What good things?
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Mr. HUTCHINSON: Very many. The
bon. member has Just arrived and is not
fully cognisant of what I have been say-
'iog.

Mr. Kelly: I was just outside and I
beard all you said, but I did not believe it.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: The hon. member
is one from whom I expected much better
things. Normally he is very fair-minded.

Mr. Kelly: You are defending a lost
cause now.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: He is very tolerant
on many matters, and I felt that he was
able to see both sides of a particular Pic-
ture. at times. I find that in this instance
this paragon of virtue has changed.

Mr. Kelly: Do not hang any halo on
me now.

Mr. HUJTCHINSON: I feel be has lost
stature because of it.

Mr. Kelly: No.
Mr. HUTCHINSON: I do feel that.
The Premier: I think you are right.
Mr. HUTCHINSON. There is a record

of what this department has achieved that
can be read by even the member for
Merredin-Yilgarn.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Did you ever see
the hospital at Meekatharra?

Mr. HUTCHIN~SON: I did say a moment
ago that the complex nature of this
problem precludes an early solution of
everyone's difficulties, and that several
members would have quite just criticisms
If that work had not been begun in their
electorates a little earlier. But for heaven's
sake try to be tolerant and realise that
everyone cannot have what he wants
immediately! This is something that
must take years. Members do not realise
to the full what is happening In the State
at present; or if they do realise it they
are not taking cognisance of the fact that
this State is booming at present. I ven-
ture to say that it will boom for another
quarter of a century. The future of this
State is assured.

But when great progress is being made
in any country, it is a natural economic
fact that, associated with that progress.
are difficulties and hardships of many
kinds. I doubt whether even the member
for Mferredin-Yilgarn will deny that. If
the Opposition had been, in power I very
much doubt that its record would have
equalled that of the Medical Department
under the present Minister. Constructive
criticism of a department is Justified and
welcomed, but some of the criticism ad-
vanced tonight has not been of any benke-
fit to the State.

So far as my own electorate is con-
cerned, I feel that it has been served
as well as possible under existing circum-
stances. The Devonleigh Hospital, which
had been closed, was purchased by the
Government and the midwifery section
continued. A section of the hospital was

altered to Provide for the commencement
of a nurses' training school. With regard
to the board of management of the Fre-
mantle Hospital am a member of the
board-I, together with other members
of it have been critical in the board room
of what the Government has done at
times and what it has not done with re-
gard to that institution.

At the same time I would point out
that every suggestion the board has made
has received worthy recognition by the
departmental representatives, and when
matters have been taken to the Minister
they have been received most sympatheti-
cally. it Is realised that a new hospital
is required at Fremantle, and it is hoped
that it will be provided as soon as circum-
stances permit. I1 should not have to en-
umerate those circumstances such as
limitations of finance--

Mr. Bodoreda: Limitations of finance!
You have had more money than you have
known what to do with.

The Premier: Do not take any notice
of the member for Pilbara I

Mr. HUTrCHINSON: I feel that as soon
as circumstances permit, the hospital will
be commenced. Tens of thousands of
pounds have been spent on improving and
renovating the existing building. It Is un-
fortunate that so much money has had
to be spent patching up many sections
of the hospital and in the purchase of
what are more or less temporary build-
ings. But the difficulties we have had
to meet, because of the problem faced by
the whole State, preclude the building of
a new hospital until conditions are more
favourable. I do not ask that the de-
partment should wave a magic wand and
that the hospital should be there next
year, but I am appreciative-politics aside
-as a member of the board, of what the
department has attempted to do and what
it has done for the hospital.

Mention was made by one member re-
garding the fact that no infant health
centres were found in his electorate. I
think it was the member for South Fre-
mantle who made the remark. At North
Cottesloe, there is such a community
spirit that the people began a project
a number of years, ago to raise money
to build an infant health centre there.
z confess I have had very little to do with
it, but these people have made such pro-
gress with their efforts that It is hoped
the centre will be formally opened In
January Or February of next year.

Hon. 3. B. Sleeman: An infant health
clinic?

Mr. HUTCHINSON: An infant health
centre.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Is that before or
after the election?

Mr. HUTCINSON: I would urge that
other communities do likewise- many
have done so. This is not an Isolated
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instance. It is admirable and exhibits the
spirit of the Australian people at its best.
I congratulate the Minister on her hand-
ling of her Health portfolio and I believe
that, taking everything into consideration,
the department under her control has
done a magnificent Job.

MR. JOHNSON (Leederville) (10.41):
The Leederville district is not possessed
of a hospital but we are fortunate in that
just outside the boundaries of the dist-
rict there is a well known and efficient
hospital run by the Sisters of St. John.
Even that institution, however, is unable to
admit many who would like to make use of
its services. Apart from urgent cases, there
is still a waiting-list there and operations
and treatment that can be put off are
frequently deferred, awaiting the availa-
bility of beds. In Alfred-st., Leederville.
there is a building that was once an hotel
known as the Golden Age. it was de-
licensed and after that was rented, at
a peppercorn rent, by its proprietors the
Swan Brewery, to the Infant Health auth-
orities, for use as an Infant health clinic
and day nursery for the children of
mothers who had to work,

it was In by no means a good situation
and was not an ideal building, but valu-
able use was made of it. it could have
been improved considerably, but unfor-
tunately the building was purchased by
the health authorities and is now being
used as a clinic for post-polio children, as
an extraneous ward of the Princess Mar-
garet Hospital. Although it has been con-
siderably renovated, it is not suitable for
that purpose as it lies in the heart of a
factory area and Is difficult to keep clean.
in many ways it is unsuitable for its
present purpose. Owing to the action of
the Health Department in acquiring those
premises for that purpose, the infant
health clinic in the Leederville area is
without a home.

Since being evicted from the Golden
Age it moved from halls to school build-
ings and back to halls, being now con-
ducted in a hail close to' the junction of
Oxford and Cambridge-sts. When I sug-
gested to the sister in charge that I should
visit the clinic, she replied, "No, It would
be indelicate. The conditions there are
such that it would embarrass the
mothers." I therefore have not visited
the clinic while it has been in operation.
The hall is draughty and in the opinion
of some of the mothers and the sister In
charge it has been responsible for a de-
gree of ill-health among the mothers who
have to attend there in winter-time.

I ask the Minister whether her depart-
ment could co-operate in some way with
the City Council in setting aside a suitable
block of land in leederville, In a suitable
position, so that the local residents,
through the committee which was started
many years ago, could build a permanent

and proper clinic. The building of these
clinics is, In my opinion, a Government
responsibility but at present it has to be
shouldered by parents and the public
generally. I was a member of the com-
mittee that built the Wembley clinic and
which commenced meeting In 1935, the
clinic having been opened about 18
months ago. It is a pity that Govern-
ments cannot take full responsibility for
the building of clinics to deal with the
health of young children and the pre-
natal health of the female parents.

Mr. J. Hegney: What was the cost of
the Wembley clinic?

Mr. JOHNSON: I think it was about
£2,500. but it would cost considerably
more than that now. At one time there
was a block of land set aside at Leedervlle
for the erection of a clinic, but It was re-
vested in the Education Department and
Is now not available to tre committee.
Members of the City Council committee
have commenced investigations into the
possibility of finding another suitable
block, but so far without success. I hope
the Health Department will be able to give
us some assistance in this regard and 1
trust that before next winter something
will be done so that the mothers in the
district will not have to attend the clinic
in a draughty hall which the member for
the district cannot visit during clinic
hours without embarrassing the mothers.

The figures show that the mental
health of the community has, on the aver-
age become worse since the war. Our men-
tal hospitals are heavily over-crQwded and
some of that aver-crowding is due to the
admission of migrants. I feel that some
degree of criticism is due to the Common-
wealth Immigration Department and to
its departmental control in this state. A
large number of migrants, who allegedly
are screened, shortly after their arrival
become a charge upon the health budget
of the State. There are a number of
migrants of European origin at Woorolco
and various mental establishments. We
commiserate with them in their misfortune
but they were supposed to be in good health
before coming here and it is regrettable
that flaws in the arrangements should re-
sult in overcrowding of our own over-
taxed resources.

There is one aspect of mental ill health
that is coming to the fore and that con-
cerns slow-learning children. The mental
capacity of these children ranges from
very low to a degree that is just capable of
receiving assistance from the Education
Department. The people who run the
group have been fairly vocal and well
organised and have been receiving some
attention. Partly as a result of their
activities and the activities of the Minister
certain homes have been donated by Mr.
Nathaniel Harper to deal with the treat-
ment of these children and also those who
are perhaps a little lower in mental cap-
acity. It Is to be hoped that these homesz
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will succeed In raising the children from
their neglected and almost animal state
to one in which they can be at least
useful.

I asked a question in regard to that
and it was answered today; it has special
reference to the play equipment at these
homes and also the Golden Age, which is
In my electorate. The Play equipment.
which is an essential part of the treatment
of these slow learning children, the young
ones in particular, appears to have re-
ceived no real care whereas a good deal
of moniey has been spent in other ways.
We Were led to believe that these homes
would be fully equipped when they were
opened up but the play equipment is still
not there. Some of it can be purchased
without any bother but as regards the
Golden Age the answer given .to me by
the Minister Indicates that some equip-
ment was ordered in September, 1951.
Portion of It wilt arrive this week and it
will be a blessing for the children to re-
eive it just before Christmas. Some of

it is expected in January after the child-
ren return from the Christmas break. The
answer given by the Minister suggested
that the money was being provided from
the hospital budget but that is not so.
The money has been donated for the Pur-
pose of providing equipment.

There seems to Ihave been a little less
drive and supervision even in these Small
things. A number of big things have been
done but a number of small matters have
not been attended to. But I ask the in-
ister if she will make sure that the depart-
ment co-operates with the City Council
in finding us a block of land so that we can
proceed to erect a. clinic in Leederville be-
cause there Is not one available at the
moment. A number of items could be
classified as trimmings but they are es-
sential for the physical and mental health
of some of our children who are under
long-term treatment. Buildings are not
the only necessity for the curing of these
children and a good deal of attention must
be paid to their play equipment.

HON. J. B. SLEEMALN (Fremantle)
[10.55): After listening to the lecture by
the member for Cottesloe I rise in fear
and trembling. In fact he chastised some
members on this side of the House but
speaking as a neutral sort of chap I would
say that he is as biassed as anyone I have
heard. However, that is not what I in-
tended to say- I rose to ask the Minister
only one thing. She has enough to answer
for one night but I want to ask her what
she intends to do about this business of
charging 6d. entrance fee for the friends
and relatives of people who are In the
Fremantle Hospital. A charge of 6d. does
not mean much to many people but it is
annoying to have to pay it. But there are
others to whom It means a good deal be-
cause they have to pay tram fares as well
and these are increasing all the time-

Consequently, a person might have to
Pay up to is. In fares to get to the hos-
pital and then he is, charged another 6d.
entrance fee. When we ask the members
of the Hospital Board they refer us to
the department and when we ask the
department we are referred back to the
Hospital Board, Who is to decide this
question? On one occasion the hospital
board carried a motion that this 6d.
charge should be abolished but within a
month or so it was re-imposed. I want to
know it the Minister will do something
about it because after all the people who
have relatives in hospital have enough
money to pay out now without having
to meet a charge of 6d. every time they
visit the hospital.

MR. RODOREDA (Pilbara) [10.591:
Unlike the member for Fremantle I
thought it quite refreshing to hear the
member for Cottesloe make a contribu-
tion to this debate because over the past
three years It has been most unusual to
hear from any private member on the
Government side of the House.

Mr. Maiming: We do not get a chance
to say anything when you fellows are do-
ing all the talking.

Mr. RODOREDA: That is the sort of
silly interjection that the member for
Harvey always makes.

The Premier: Not always.

Mr. RODOREDA: What a stupid thing
it was to say. He has a right to get up
the same as everybody else but appar-
ently private members on the Government
side have no opinions to offer; if they
have they are not game enough to get
up and express them. I would term them
"the inarticulate majority". I am sorry
that the member for Harvey interjected
but I do not offer any apology for my
remarks.

The Premier: Now get on with the
Estimates.

Mr. RODOREDA: I want some informa-
tion in connection with the subsidy paid
to the F'lying Doctor Service. This item
used to appear under the Miscellaneous
Services section of the Premier's Esti-
mates. Last year the subsidy paid to the
Flying Doctor Service was £5,000. This
year I notice the item is £ 3,000, and I
have been unable to find any other
amount in the Estimates for expenditure
on these services. I am at a loss to un-
derstand that. As the Premier may re-
member, I have complained about the in-
adequacy of the £5,000 subsidy for years.
I maintain that £10,000 or £15,000 would
be Insufficient. In the Estimates the
Item is called "Aerial Medical Service" but
In the North it is known as the "Plying
Doctor Service." I have endeavoured for
many years to get the Government to take
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over the financing, if not the running, of
the organisation, and I think the Premier
on one occasion said he would talk the
matter aver with the secretary, Mr.
Atkins.

I remember in the past few years tak-
Ing a deputation to the Minister for
Health at which Mr. Atkins was present.
and he admitted that it was beyond the
capacity of the Flying Doctor Service to
continue financing its activities. It has
gone beyond the pioneering stage, and I
do not think it is asking too much of
the Government to provide the necessary
finance for it to carry on. The Minister
promised to take some action but no-
thing has eventuated, and now I find that
the subsidy, in days of rising costs, has
been cut from E5,000 to £3,000. Of course,
it is impossible for the service to be main-
tained on that sum. It has only an Anson
to carry patients and, if, it is necessary
that one has to lie supine while being
transported to hospital, the patient is sub-
jected to great discomfort in the plane
because he is forced to sit up.

It is uncomfortable enough for a per-
son in good health to sit up In this plane.
I have been in one that was bringing a
patient to hospital, and it was tragic to
see him sitting up in the seat with the
doctor trying to hang on to him within
the limited confines of the plane now be-
Ig used. it is up to somebody in autho-
rity to do something to remedy the situ-
ation. One plane is totally indaequate
and half the time, because it is only
on charter. it is being used on aerial
mail services. If it receives a call to
transport a patient to hospital, the mail
services are disrupted, and people who
have travelled many miles to a centre to
pick up their mall are often told that
the plane will not arrive until the fol-
lowing day. I hope a mistake has been
made in providing only £3,000 to finance
this service.

We have now reached the stage where
people rattle boxes in the metropolitan
area to obtain money to provide medical
services for residents of the North and
the outback. As the Minister knows, this
plane is only a slender link, and a very
unreliable one at times, between a patient
and a hospital. We often hear members
representing electors in and near the
metropolitan area complaining that their
electors have to travel 25 miles to the
neatest hospital, Yet People in the North
and the middle North-West are as far dis-
tant from a hospital as 300 or 400 miles.
I am sick and tired of talking about this
subject, and I would like the member for
Cottesice to be Present and say that this
is destructive criticism, and unwarranted.
I hope the minister will make a state-
ment as to what the future holds for
the Flying Doctor Service.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
Dame Florence Cardell-Oliver--Sublaco-
in reply) [11.5]: So much has been said
that I am afraid I shall be unable to reply
to everything, but I shall do my best.

Mr. Rodoreda: There is no need to re-
ply to the suggestions by the member for
Cottesloe.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I
point out to the member for Eyre that
he has already been notified that improve-
inents are to be made to the Esperance
hospital in the near future. In the past
we have spent £490, and repairs to the
hospital are now under consideration.

H-on. E. Nulsen: What about a new hos-
pital?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I can-
not promise that for the time being. I
quite agree that Esperance is a wonder-
ful place and that in the suimmer, especi-
ally, many people congregate there. How-
ever, It Is difficult for me to say definitely
that a new hospital will be built, but I
can assure the hon. member that improve-
ments will be made in the near future.

Hon. E. Nulsen: The Minister recognises
the need?

'The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes. I
visited the hospital, as the hon. member
knows, and I realise that a great deal of
improvement is necessary, but the pro-
vision of a new hospital is out of the
question for the time being. As the mem-
ber for South Fremantle is not present,
I will not deal with his remarks. In reply
to the member for Fremantle, I point out
that a great deal has been done for the
Fremantle hospital, entailing tremendous
expenditure. As to the visitors being
charged 6d. to enter the hospital, that
is entirely a matter for the board. That
charge is made on only three days a week,
and the reason for it is that visitors create
a great deal of work and the board ap-
parently considered it better to reimpose
a charge of 6d. Nevertheless, I will put
the hon. member's observations before the
board.

The member for South Fremantle spoke
about cancer research, but he did not
know what he was talking about. Dr.
Gye and Professor Mann came here f-om
England. Dr. Gye was one of the greatest
research specialists on cancer. He came to
this State for reasons of health, and
became so well within a short time
that he decided to stay in Australia,
although not Particularly Western Aus-
tralia. From Sydney, both he and his
wife received a very remunerative offer,
but I asked my Government to re-
tain their services. They were very
friendly, and liked us, and decided to
remain here. Unfortunately, Dr. Gyc
died a few weeks ago, and his wile is
carrying on because she was very cog-
nisant of the work he was doing.
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One member stated that we have not
enough accommodation for the aged. At
the Mt. Henry home there are already 400
on the waiting list, but we cannot admit
them because of insufficient accommoda-
tion. At Guildford, the Woodbridge Home
is full. Havelock is also full, and we have
now purchased Knutsford, which will be
ready for use within a few weeks. Apart
from them, there are many homes in the
metropolitan area where people can be
admitted irrespective of age, provided they
can afford to pay the charges. The Silver
Chain Home is one of them, but mainly
cares for pensioners. One thing was not
mentioned by members on which I would
like to speak.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Minister
can only reply to the debate.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,
Mr. Chairman. The member for Fre-
mantle mentioned that there was no place
to accommodate the aged who were dis-
charged from the Fremantle Hospital.
Very often the chronic sick have been
sent out from that hospital to their homes,
and the Silver Chain nurses visit them.
The cost of those visits is paid by the
Government and this relieves the hospital
to a certain extent. At Rockingham, there
will be either a nursing home established
or some other structure that will prove
suitable for the people. To the member
for Gascoyne I would like to say that
something will definitely be done to se-
cure a nurse when accommodation is pro-
vided. I have talked the matter over with
the bon. member and can assure him he
has the sympathy of the department.

The member for Mt. Hawthorn raised
the question of workers' compensation
cases, but it is difficult for me to deal
with that subject tonight. I have here a
copy of a letter which I wrote to Can-
berra a short time ago, but to which I
have received no reply. In that letter I
pointed out how involved the question Is,
and that the Commonwealth authorities
should make the position more under-
standable for us in Western Australia.
When I receive an answer, I will let the
hon. member know. I made inquiries about
the Merredin hospital, but the matron and
the people there were perfectly satisfied.
In reply to the member for Geraldton, I
assure him that a new hospital will be
built there when the Government has the
necessary money.

Rough plans have been drawn, but we
cannot call for tenders because of lack
of funds, Nevertheless, I will consider the
proposal for the levelling of the ground
and the suggestion that once It is levelled
it should be left for a year before it is
built upon. I think something is being
done also for the Northampton Hospital.
The member for Hannans, criticised the
x-raying of immigrants and said he was
doubtful of the figures given. The figures
were supplied by Dr. Henzell, the very man

the bon. member thought so much of and:
believed in. Any figures supplied by my
department are not investigated because
I know they are true. Dr. Henzell would
not give me figures that were unreliable.

As to Leederville. I appreciate the diffi-
culties regarding the infant health centre
and I believe that in the near future
something will be done. The hon. mem-
ber stated that the St. John of God Hos-
pisal could not take patients because its
accommodation was full. I have no in-
formation of any patients having been re-
fused admittance, particularly if the case
was urgent. As to the play equipment
at the Golden Age, I point out that this
comes under the Children's Hospital, and
I believe that If he applied there for Play
equipment, It would be supplied.

Members have criticised the statements
I sent to them regarding the hospitals, in
some respects very unfairly. I tried to be
fair in making the statements and I
thought I was doing something that would
be useful to members. However, I do not
think I will adopt the same course next
year because by refraining I shall save
criticism. I think I have covered most
of the points raised by various members.

Mr. Rodoreda: What about the Flying
Doctor service?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
hon. member came to my office and some
arrangement was made. Then the Fly-
ing Doctor service had a meeting and de-
cided upon a certain course of action. The
provision for this Year consists of £1,000
for the Victorian Division and 22,000 for
the Western Australian division, so that
we shall get £3,000. 1 agree that this
service is not all that could be wished,
but I shall take the matter up and see
what can be done to perfect it. I hope
members will realise that during the years
I have been in charge of this department,
the best that could be done has been
done.

Vote put and passed.
Votes-Public Health, £707,252; Mental

Hospitals and Inebriates, £569,810; SuPPly
and Shipping, £6,832-agreed to.

Vote-Mines, £ 316,045:

THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING (Hon.
G. p. Wild-Dale) (11.20]: The revenue
received for 1951-52 totalled £75,727 for
the mines Department generally and
£74,871 from State Batteries. This
year it is estimated that departmen-
tal revenue will be £77,000 and from
State Batteries £58,500. The expen-
diture for 1951-52 departmentally was
£281,905. and for State Batteries
£162,665. This year's estimates are re-
spectively £317,045 and £127,710.

As regards the goldmining industry, the
calendar Year 1951 recorded a gold Pro-
duction of £821,779 fine oz. valued at
L9,125,345. This exceeded the 1950 total
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by over 17,000 fine oz. For the first nine
months of 1952, the production amounted
to 537.847 02., which is 09,747 fine oz. more
than for the same period of 1951. The
total gold Production of the State since
the inception to the 30th September, 1952,
was 54,628,069 line oz. valued in Aus-
tralian currency at £33,513,581, a not-
able contribution to the progress of the
State. Since November of last year, the
gold producers have been Permitted to
dispose of all production, except a very
small Internal consumption, on the open
dollar market. The sales to the end of
Junly have realised the following mnthly
net premium

November
December
January,
February,
March
April
May
June
July

Other new mines brought into produc-
tion are the Anglo-Westralian Company's
Horseshoe Goldmine which employs 50
men and raises 6,000 tons per month, and
the Timoni mine worked at Mt. Ida by
Golddields A us tr a11a n Development
Limited. The Western Mining Corpora-
tion has taken up 158 goldmining leases in
the southern Kalgoorlie area where it is
deep drilling, with the Idea of cutting the
Kalgoorlie lodes in the vicinity of 4,OO0ft.
This is maining exploration orl a high level,
and, If successful, will mean very much
for Kalgoorlie.

The Government has continued its past
per fine oz. Policy Of assisting in various ways, such
E . d. as provision of prospecting sustenance,

r, 191 ... 1 U11loans for developmental work and plant
1951 .... 1 0 .61Purchases and installation. Mobile bor-

1951 .... 1 7 3.12 ing Plants and compressor units are avail-
1952 ... 1 8 5.93 able for hire at nominal rates. All State
1952 .... 1 0 2.55 batteries continue to operate as sufficient

.... .... 12 10.27 ore becomes available, and in order to
assist the small producers, charges have

.... .... 13 4.05 not been increased despite rising costs of
.... .... .... 15 2.97 operation. Cartage subsidies are paid on
.... .... .... 14 9.57 ore carted to these mills. Geological sur-
.... .... .... 16 5.42 vey work is continuously undertaken and

results are made available to the public.
As practically all the gold producers of

the Empire are now operating on this
market, it would appear that the premium
will remain in the vicinity of 15s. to £1
per oz. While any increase beyond the
Australian price of £15 9s. 10d. is very
acceptable to producers, the present pre-
mium will not have the effect of stimu-
lating activity, and it is apparent that
a new and higher price for gold is neces-
sary. All gold-producing countries are
pressing for a revision of prices, and it is
understood that It will be one of the
matters discussed at the forthcoming
Empire Conference. It was also raised at
the annual meeting of the Monetary Fund
in September last. Basic wage increases.
which are reflected not only in the wages
costs of mining employees but also in the
costs of every Item used in mining opera-
tions, are making the position increasingly
difficult for the lower grade producers.

The Parings. and Broken Hill Companies
have ceased operations at Kalgoorlie, but
is is pleasing to note that the former's
property has been purchased by its neigh-
bour at Kalgoorlie, and it is understood
that the purchaser proposes to produce
from that ground. The greatest effect of
the increased production costs and static
price has been felt by the small producers
and these have been reduced in numbers
in recent years. The Great Western Con-
solidated Company has made excellent
progress with its Bullfinch project, and
employs 200 men. It commences produc-
tion this month. A fine modern township
has been erected at Bullfinch, and the
welfare of employees has been one of
the company's first considerations. In-
cluded amongst the amenities is a fine
country club.

Our laboratories in Perth and Kalgoorlie
examine and assay samples for prospec-
tors. The laboratory at the School of
Mines also investigates treatment prob-
lenms for producers.

The mineral industry's most active and
outstanding features during the year have
been-

(a) the increased production of as-
bestos. For the year ended 30th
June, 1952, production totalled
£352,804 In value. Of this amount,
West Australian Blue Asbestos Com-
pany was responsible for £323,807, the
balance coming mainly from the Nun-
yerry White project.

(b) Regular shipments of iron-ore
from Cockatoo Island, three ships now
being utilised.

(c) the active lead industry, the
output being valued at approximately
£500,000 for the twelve months ended
the 30th June. 1952. Some big mines
have now been established on lead
deposits, notably at Protheroe, North-
hampton and Onslow. The depart-
ment is erecting a State battery at
Northampton to treat lead ore, as
there are many small producers also
who have great difficulty at present in
getting their ore crushed.

(d) the increasing operations in re-
gard to tin, wolfram and manganese.
The value of the production for the
Year ended 30th June. 1952 was--

Tin
Manganese
Wolfram

£52,237
£.. 20,071
£.. 36,182
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(e) the maintenance of pyrites pro-
duction from Norseman. The Iran
King mine there is developing wond-
erfully well, the ore bodies being very
strong ones.

There are many other minerals being pro-
duced in the State, and every encourage-
ment is offered for exploitation of de-
posits. It is. in fact, doubtful whether
mineral mining activity has ever been
more widespread.

The search for radio activity continues
and many sam~ples have been tested from
all parts of Western Australia by the
geiger counter at the chemical la! ora-
torles. To assist prospecting for radio-
active ores, geiger counters have been
placed at the principal mining centres on
the goldfields. Quite recently radio
activity was located at a new locality at
Wilgiemia on the Murchison golddields.
Our technical officers are giving the oc-
currence the closest examination to as-
certain whether it is likely to be of other
than scientific interest. Other mining
areas are being systematically examined,
such as Ravensthorpe. The department
is purchasing further geiger Muller count-
ers to assist In these examinations.

The coal output for 1951 was again a
record one of 848,475 tons. This year the
production has been affected by the rail-
way metal workers strike, wvhich neces-
sitated railways reducing transport facili-
ties. As a result, the mines were on short
working weeks for some time. The normal
11 shifts per fortnight were resumed at
the beginning of November. The process
of mechanising the older mines and the
development of new deep collieries such
as Western No. 1 (Shotts) * Western No. 2
(South Muja) by the Western Collieries
Ltd., Centaur and Phoenix by Griffin
Coal Mining Company and Neath by
Amalgamated Collieries, has been contin-
ued. The Ewington open-cut is now a
consistent Producer.

The department now flas two modern
drills operating at Collie, the deep one
this month having just drilled the deepest
hole to be bored on the field-over
1.800 ft. The second drill, a shallower one
with a 1,BO0ft. capacity, Is being utilized
to drill ahead of existing development, and
to ascertain the action of the seams in
faulted areas. A geologist and a chemist
are now located on the field and we have
now a far better knowledge of the deposit
than ever before. The work of our technical
officers has been greatly responsible for the
use of Colie coal for gas purposes in the
metropolitan area, which is now an es-
tablished practice. Concerning the search
for oil, Western Australian Petroleum Pty.
Ltd., which is the American and Ampol
organisation operating in the North-West
Cape area, has continued its intensive
programme of operations. This year It
has-

(a) had a geophysical organisation.
undertaking a seismic survey In order
to ascertain the most suitable drilling
site.

(b) maintained two geological
parties on various parts of Its hold-
ings.

(c) transported drilling and other
equipment, supplies etc. amounting
to hundreds of tons to Exmouth Gulf.
Much of this has been brought ashore
by special landing craft (L.C.M.'S)
by beaching.

The amount of work accomplished by
this company under difficulties has been
amazing.

I come now to the Government Chemical
Laboratories. These laboratories, modemn
and with up-to-date equipment render
great assistance to all Government depart-
ments and the public on a great variety
of subjects, including water supplies.
sewerage, agriculture, mineral, foods and
industrial problems. The building is being
extended by the addition of a laboratory
for the industrial chemist, whose services
are used particularly in regard to the
chemical problems related to the establish-
ment of new industries in this State.

I wish now to deal with the School of
Mines. The Schools of Mines at Kalgoorlie
and Norseman maintain very satisfactory
enrolments, and continue to provide educa-
tion on all mining subjects. At Kalgoorlie
also the research laboratory investigates
treatment problems for the mining indus-
try and is a very useful unit. A request
has been received from the operating com-
pany and its employees at Bullfinch for
the establishment there of a branch of
the School of Mines, and this is receiving
consideration. These schools rate very
high with the mining community, and the
trained students are sought by operators
in all parts of the world.

MR. KELLY (Merredin-Yilgarn) [11.32):
The Minister is a great sprinter. He read
so quickly that it was almost impossible to
follow the speech in detail. I asked a
question the other day in connection with
the cartage of iron-ore from Koolyanob-
bing and the reply I received was that
the board of management proposed to
transport ore from the workings at Kool-
yanobbing to the railway at Southern
Cross with its own vehicles when ore-
crushing plant was installed at Koolyanob-
bing. I asked this question because of
a rumour I heard in Southern Cross that
there was a likelihood of this taking place,
and because a number of people were
greatly concerned.

At present the contractors who shift
the iron-ore from Koolyanobbing to South-
emn Cross are being paid 30s. per ton from
the face, landed in trucks at Southern
Cross. They have a 32-mile haul to get
the ore to Southern Cross, and of recent
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years, I understand, they have satisfac-
torily handled all the requirements of
Wundowie. At mast times they have three
12-ton trucks on the job. I have not
gone into the pros and cons of the amount
of 30s.-whether it is adequate, too much
or too little-but I have gone into some
figures in the metropolitan area, and I
find that the rate for rough metal at the
-quarry known as spolls is 12s. a ton.
Crushed metal, which is not the type that
is mined at Koolyanobbing, is worth 28s.
a ton In Perth.

I draw the analogy because In Southern
Cross the distance that the ore is carted
is 32 miles and the payment is only 7$.
above the Perth price. This shows what
little margin there Is in the cartage of
the ore at Southern Cross. The present
contractors, too, I understand are pre-
pared, if the Government so desires, to
crush the ore, or to install a plant for
the crushing of the iron-ore at Kool-
yanobbing to any required size. It is con-
tended that they would be capable to a
far better degree of crushing than would
-any Government-owned plant that would
be installed for the purpose at Koolya-
nabbing. These contractors have done
a good job.

For instance, the roadway of 32 miles
did not exist when they originally went
to the district, and although the Public
Works Department made a sum of £3,000
available, the company spent almost
double that amount out of its own pocket,
so that today there is a reasonable road.
in the first Instance the £3,000 of the
Public Works Department actually graded
and formed 14 miles of road which had
been cleared by the company. The bal-
ance-18 miles--was completely cleared
and constructed jay the company with
Its own plant. I register this protest
on behalf of the people who have the
contract because I think It totally unfair
that the Government should, at this stage,
when a ready-made road has been pre-
pared, and all the initial expense under-
taken by tba company, decide to cart ore
with Its own vehicles to the exclusion of
the people who were, at some expense, the
pioneers& Undoubtedly it has paid them,
but I think the principle is entirely wrong
for the Government to allow these people
to spend this money, and to go so far
into the contract before it decides to do
the work Itselft

I feel that the company has good rounds
for complaint. This is not all. This is
a serious matter to the district. For in-
stance, the three large vehicles that the
company is operating all the time carry
a big license fee. This is a matter of con-
siderable importance to a road board that
is scratching hard for finance. If the
Government decided to install a crushing
plant on the site, and do the carting
itself, that revenue would be lost to the
local authority. Also, from the local point
of view, the men who are employed on

the driving and the general work in con-
nection with landing the ore In Southern
Cross are mostly local men whose families
live there.

It would be totally unfair if the Gov-
ernment decided to cart the iron-ore itself,
and with its own trucks and drivers from
the metropolitan area, because, by so
doing, these men would undoubtedly be
thrown out of employment. I am wonder-
ing what has prompted the Government
to make this decision. It is a matter
which, I feel, has not been given full
consideration. There seems to be abso-
lutely no reason why the contract should
be unsatisfactory. The contractors have
at all times had more than sufficient ore
delivered at Southern Cross and have, in
fact, materially helped the railways from
time to time, because the railways can
bring a rake of trucks, which cart any-
thing from 400 to 600 tons, into the siding,
and the contractors will, if necessary, load
the trucks on Saturdays, Sundays or any
other times to suit the convenience of
the railways.

This Is quite a consideration and should
be given further thought by the Govern-
ment before it decides to do this particu-
lar job. I would like the Minister, when
replying, to give us some idea of the Gov-
ernment's Intentions-whether it Is going
to install a cracker or crushing plant on
the site at Koolyanobbing, and if so. why
it has made the decision; and why It Is
desirous of taking over the cartage con-
tract from the people 'who now hold it.
Another matter in connection with the
Mining Estimates is in respect to the tail-
ings payments at some of our State-
owned mills. I am continually getting
complaints on this score.

Prospectors are compelled frequently to
wait long periods for payments on their
sands. Some producers have been paid on
an instalment basis--roughly about one-
fifth at a time of what Is owing to them.
There have been many instances where
tailings that have been dumped at State
batteries have been cleaned up, and the
whole business finalised, yet the final pay-
ment to the prospector has been withheld.
notwithstanding the fact that the umpire
has been agreed upon and everything has
been settled. There is no reason why the
Government should not pay out on tail-
ings much sooner than it does. Prospec-
tors should not be denied the use of the
money to the extent they are, and have
been, particularly in the last 12 or 15
months.

There is no reason why payment should
not be made immediately the values in
the sands have been determined. One
instance was at the Ora Bands battery.
Ore was crushed in early January, but no
payment had been made on the sands as
late as the 17th May. It appears that
most delays have occurred where the Gov-
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erment has been called upon to pay con-
siderable sums. There does not seem to
be any complaint from the man whose
sands parcel value has been agreed upon
when values are low. The Government
seems to be quite prompt in paying these
amounts, but where a considerable sum
is involved, delay takes place to the detri-
ment of the mining Industry generally.

There must be some motive behind the
Government's action. It may be en-
deavouring to ward off payment for the
purpose of bookkeeping, or to simplify the
method of overdrawing. I sometimes
wonder-and I think many others do-
from what source the Government finances
the payment for sands. Is the payment
financed out of the recovery, so that It
is necessary to wait until the gold is sent
to the batik: or has the Government a
direct call on the Treasury so that money
can be made available monthly, fortnightly
or any other way?

If the former method is adopted. I think
it is wrong. The Government should have
a banking account set aside for payment
to prospectors because most of theseme
are battling bard and depend on the local
storekeeper. It simply means that if the
storekeeper has to close down on them
they cannot continue operations, so that
we find many of these men have to leave
the industry and seek work elsewhere. An
account should be established from which
these sands payments should be made.

Another point at issue in this matter Is
that the department cannot continue to
do what it has been doing in the past. The
position Is clearly Indicated in the Minl-
ing Development Act 1902-1924 and regu-
lations which were gazetted on the 14th
May. 1926. It states--

Tailings will be paid for within 14
days of agreement on assays.

The department is contravening the Act
and not paying regularly for the sands ac-
cumulated in those sands deposits. So I
ask the Minister to rectify the matter,
so that the activities of the department
can be brought within the law. There
were several remarks made during the
course of the debate on the Loan Bill, and
one remark was made by the member for
Roebourne in connection with the West-
em Mining Company at Bullfinch. The
hon. member said that it was unfair, or
words to that effect, that the Govern-
ment should advance money to put the
line into the mine and that the company
should have been able to carry out the
work itself.

The Western Mining Company has done
a wonderful job with or without Govern-
ment assistance and I will admit that al-
though the Government has not given any
monetary assistance, it has been quite
helpful In the building of houses, the pro-
vision of water supplies and so on.

The company undertook to commence
work on schedule if those facilities were
provided and that has been done. Any
complaint about the Government assist-
ing by putting a rail into that particular
mine Is most unfair because this company
has spent 2* million pounds in bringing
the mine up to its present state of de-
velopment. It has spent that sum of
money without one penny being returned
to it. So It is totally unfair that the com-
pany should be placed in the same cate-
gory as the Amalgamated Collieries in
Collie, The Government has loaned
£230,000 to that company but the Great
Western Consolidated has not asked the
Government for any financial assistance.
So to draw an analogy between the two
concerns, the loan of £230,000 and the
building of a spur line does not bear in-
vestigation.

Mr. Butcher: It is the least the Govern-
ment could have done.

Mr. KELLY: Yes. This company will
operate in the State~

Mr. Butcher: For the next 40 years.
Mr. KELLY: -probably for the next

40 years as the member for Gascoyne sug-
gested. The company has done some won-
derful work at the worst period In tme
State's history. I say that without any
qualification because the internal policy of
the Government on this question is non-
existent. It has been only by the dogged-
ness and determination of people like tme
Great Western Consolidated that the in-
dustry has been able to carry on. Outside
the Golden Mile little encouragement has
been given to mining companies in other
parts of the State. This company has
done a wonderful job and it should be
highly commended.

MR. MAY (Come) [11.50): There are
two matters to which I wish to refer in
connection with these Estimates and the
first concerns the State Coal Mining En-
gineer and the period of his employment.
How long does he have to go before his
term expires and what is the position in
regard to his reappointment? I do not
wish to reflect on the man concerned
because so far as I have been able to
ascertain, he has carried out his job
to the best of his ability under the
conditions upon which he Is working. I
am surprised that he Is not domiciled at
Collie instead of Perth so that he can
maintain a close supervision of the indus-
try. So I suggest to the Mlinister that
the State Coal Mining Engineer should
live In Collie and make periodical visits
and reports to Perth. I notice that his
salary is round about the £2,000 mark
and as he has to travel to Collie and
back, that means he loses two days eacb
week In travelling time. If he lived in
Collie that time could be profitably occu-
pied in keeping a stricter supervision on
the Industry.
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There is one other matter in regard to
drilling operations at the open-cut at
Collie Burn. The present open-cut is al-
most worked out and it would appear
from the item in the Estimates that the
intention is to continue boring operations
with a view to extending the open-cut.
Of course it may refer to drilling opera-
tions for the purpose of obtaining in-
formation in regard to the sianis lower
down. It is not desirable to extend open-
cut operations and I would be glad if the
Minister could give me some idea of the
intention In regard to Item No. 14. 1 think
the Minister knows that there is a good
deal of opposition to open-cut mining
and I would like to get some information
on the point.

Progress reported.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. McLarty-
Murray) I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
till 11 am. tomorrow.

House ajourned at 11.55 Pn.

Friday, 12th December, 1952.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 2
p.m.. and read prayers.

MOTION-HOUSIING.
As to Land Prices to Servicemen,

Melville District.
HON. G. FRASER (West) [2.33: 1

move-
That this House requests the State

Housing Commission to re-adjust the
Prices charged to ex-servicemen
(clients of the War Service Homes
Commission) for lots Purchased from
Melville Road Board about July, 1947.
to a figure more in conformity with
the cost to the Housing Commission.

I have put this notice of motion on the
notice Paper because I would like to get
an expression of opinion from the House
regarding certain transactions of the
State Housing Commission in connection
with land it has acquired. Members will
notice that the motion is in different
terms from what it was when I gave notice
Of it Yesterday, because I have included
in Parenthesis the words "(clients of
the War Service Homes Commission)". I
would like the permission of the House
to amend my motion in this way.

Motion, by leave, amended.
Ron. G. FRASER: In 1947, the Melville

Road Board, which comprises the Palmyra.
flicton, Applecross and Mt. Pleasant
wards, advertised in the Press a large
number of blocks for sale for non-pay-
ment of rates. Before the sale eventuated.
the State Housing Commission interviewed
the road board and, as a result, acquired
many of the blocks. I obtained from the
Melville Road Board the amount that
was owing by way of rates on the various
blocks, and I thought the Commission
Purchased them for this amount, but I
have learned since that it resumed them.

Once land is resumed, it is a question
Of negotiating with the owner, so I can-
not give the true figures that were paid
by the state Housing commission for the
lots, but I have the amounts that were
paid to the Melville Road Board for the
rates that were owing. As these blocks
were advertised for sale, one can assume
that the compensation payable as a re-
sult of the resumption, would not be very
great, so to all intents and purposes the
figures I shall quote regarding the various
blocks, allowing for another £10 to £12
for advertising and other incidentals, will
be somewhere near the actual cost to the
State Housing Commission.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: Water rates?
Hon. 0. FRASER: yes, I am allowing

for water rates in the £10 to £12. The
water rates on vacant land would be very
small, and it would take some time for
them to amount to anything worth while.
Many of these blocks have since been
taken over by clients of the War Service
Homes Commission. The method adopted
in respect of the disposal of blocks t9
war service homes clients is different


